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Invitation to Private Viewing

The British Library has kindly ottered to arrange a private viewing tor IMCoS members of
the new 1986 exhibition "The city i maps’.

This will be on the evening of the opening dave Wednesday 4 June, between 6 and 8 pm.n
the King’s Library. The evening will comprise reception, buttet. and access to the Map
Gallery tor viewing throughout. The curators responsible tor mounting the exhibition will be
on hand to discuss the plans and maps exhibited.

The Library has also extended an invitation to the British Cartographic Sociery, which will
provide a gooﬂ opportunity to get together with a tellow sociery:

Applications should be made as soon as possible. together with a remittance of ¥5 per person.
to help cover the cost of the buftet, drinks and admuiniseration.

Write to vour Treasurer, Geottrev Ramsden, at:

‘Holdtast End’
Holdtast Lane
Haslemere, Surrey

UK, GU27 2EU.
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EDITORIAL

Notes from The Chairman

Members 1 feel sure. will be very pleased to
recerve a copy of the International Map Dealers
Directory which 1s published jomtly by IMCoS
and The Map Collector. The directory will be sent
to all members (Paid-up) free of charge. The
published price 1s £¥3.50 plus postage.

The Society like similar organisations 1s now
tacing the problems ot increases i costs,
especially of printing, artwork and postage. We
have increased the size ot the Journal and the
special Symposium/Map Fair 1ssue. This in turn
means extra weight and ot course additional
postage. Further costs have been mcurred due to
the use of airmail tor overseas members. The
Committee has decided to increase our
subscription rate which has not changed tor three
years. The new rates are listed below, but I would
like to suggest to members, that the Society and
members are better oft if advantage is taken ot the
three year subscription at the reduced rate ot v40.

The Socicty has had a very successtul
September Symposium m Helsiki. Our thanks
¢o to Aarno Piltz and the members of Chartarum
Amict tor their triendly welcome and tor the
mteresting programnie provided tor us. We hope
to sce many ot their members at IMCoS mecetings.

The UK members enjoyed a November visit to
The Ordnance Survey headquarters at
Southampton, our thanks go to Mr Baynes and his
staft at the Ordnance Survey and to Geottrey
Ramsden tor arranging the meeting,.

Plans arc now being made for a meeting in the
North of England durimg March or April.

On Wednesday 4th June, the Society and The
British Cartographic Society have been mvited to

aspectal reception of “The city m maps” exhibition
by the Brinsh Library. A buttet reception has been
planned at a cost of ¥5 per head, details are
included elsewhere m this Journal.

The 1986 Symposium 1s being held in
conjunction with the Roval Geographical Society,
London, on Saturday, June 21, The Map Fair and
Exhibition will be held ac the Forum Hotel. The
theme ot the Symposium, Map Fair and
Exhibition will be *Explorers” Maps™. The Annual
Dinner and Presentation ot Awards will be held at
the Royal Overseas League.

The Barcelona Symposiumi s taking place m the
tirst week of October "86. Details will be
pubhshed carly next year.

[ would like to thank Clittord Seephenson tor his
generous gitt ot a map that can be sold, m order
that we can have a map printed on the cover ot our
Journal tor 1986. The Soctety wiall recerve at least
v100. Chittord hopes that other members might
like to offer a map tor 1987 and subscquent years.

Membership Secretary

Caroline Batchelor 1s now 1 tull command and
has taken over trom Ray Hutchison. It has been
found more practical to have the Membership
Sceretary located i the London arca, where are
computer records are kept. 1 would hike to thank
Ray tor his assistance and Caroline tor the
enthusiastic manner she has tilled her new
appomtment.

Secretary
Lam sorry to report that John Beech, one ot the
original commitree, has asked to be rehieved ot his

Membership — New Rates

As from 1st January 1986

Registration Fee (to cover mitial administration costs) 3

Annual Mcembership
Three-vear Membership

Junior Membership
(Under 21 or tull-ome student)

Public Body or Institutional
Annual Mcembership

(will recenve three copies ot every tssuce of the Journaly
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duties, due to the mcereased pressure of work i his
new Swindon job. John will be missed, we greatly
appreciate the help he has given us especially
gutding us through constitutional mateers.

Faith Ashwood, our Advertsig Manager, has
ottered to stand m meanwhile. T would like to

thank her for oftering to keep the Socieey's attairs
m good order at such short notice.

Fially, I would like to wish all our members a
Happy Christmas and Scasons Greetings
wherever vou may be,

Malcolm Young

PROFILE

Carolme Batchelor has joimned the IMCoS
Committee as Membership Secretary from
September 1985,

For the last 20 vears Carolime has led o nomadic
existence residing overseas with her husband Peter
during the course ot his duties tor Unilever, the
mternationally based company. The Batchelors
have, however, now moved back to the UK.
permanently. Caroline tirst became interested 1n
maps while she was hving mthe Philippies: she
discovered that they made lovely presents! As her
collccuion began to grow Caroline decrded to
specialise and maps ot Atrica became her mam
collecting interest as she had hved m Zambia.
Malawt and Nigeria.

Whilst Carolime was scarching tor maps ot
Venezuela to adorn her husband's ottice she
happened to buy an edition ot The Map Collector:
This contained an adverosement tor IMCoS
which she mmmediately replicd to. Having
recerved so much personal pleasure trom all the
cvents which IMCoS has orgamised she s very
keen to promote the Society and enlist as many
new members as possible. Caroline can be
contacted over membership matters ¢/o 83
Marvlebone High Street, London WIM 4AL.
Lditor’s note: A photograph ot Caroline, taken at
the British Library durmg the recent “Mapping
the Commionwealth’ seminar, appeared in the
Autummn 1985 issuc ot the Journal.,

dj%mm

ZUM TALBLICK 2 @ D-6246 GLASHUTTEN 1 @ WEST GERMANY

RARE ATLASES AND MAPS
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

TWO AUCTION SALES
PER ANNUM

Please write for our detailed catalogues

Offers are welcome




Visit to Ordnance Survey, Southampton

by Terry Kay

A party of IMCoS members visited the
Ordnance Survey at their headquarters in
Southampton on Friday, 8th November, 1985, The
visit to the Ordnance Survey, who are the otticial
publisher of survey maps and plans of England,
Scotland and Wales, was attended by about 15 to
20 members. It commenced with a tour ot the
Record Map Library. This hibrary holds about
750,000 current and superseded Ordnance Survey
maps. Although principally used tor statt
reference purposes, the collection can be consulted
by members of the public by prior appomtment.
Duc to bomb damage during the Second World
War the holdings are not complete. A firen 1841 at
the Tower of London (where the Ordnance Survey
was originally basced) also destroyed many of the
carlier one inch maps. T this respectitis tortunate
that a virtually comprehensive set of Ordnance
Survey maps 1s held at the British Library.

The legal responsibilities of the Ordnance
Survey to produce large scale maps and plans were
explamed by Graham Smith and Liz Dean ot the
Public Relations department. These legally
defined responsibilities are to reproduce plans at
the 1:1250 scale (about 50 mches to the mile) tor

The Carson Clark
Gallery

For fine quality antique maps and charts of all parts of
the world.

In fact everything for the collector of Discovery, Travel &
Topography.

" Stock includes items published between
1500-1900.

Confidential consuttations on valuation
whether buying or selling.

Specialist advice on investment. Call at our lovely Gallery
in the heart of Historic Edinburgh or write to:

A Carson Clark FrGs
SCOTIA MAPS-MAPSELLERS
173 Canongate
The Royal Mile
Edinburgh EH8 8BN
Tel: 031-556-4710

Catalogues issued on request

urban arcas; plans at the 1:2500 scale (about 25
inches to the mile) tor rural arcas; and to reproduce
maps at the 1:10,000 scale (approximatcly 6 mches
to the mile) for arcas of mountain and nioorland.
[n the nieteenth century the Ordnance Survey
published large scale plans of towns and cities at
three scales, the largest ot which were at the 1:500
scale (10,56 feet to one mile). An example of a
1:500 scale plan held mn the Record Map Library
was displayed of Barnsley, Yorkshire dated 1888,
In addition a number ot naps and plans of
Haslemiere, of various dates and scales were made
available. These had been specially selected tor our
visit as thev covered the home territory of
Geoftrev Ramsden. IMCoS  freasurer, who had
arranged the visit on the Soctery’s behalt,
Geottrey, like a true map collector, was able to
point out that he already owned a copy ot cach ot
the maps displayed!

The tour continued with a visit to the a-
conditioned photographic and printing toor. We
were able to see the entire production process ot
Ordnance Survey and Dircctorate ot Overscas
Surveyv maps which mmvolves over 400
photographers and printers and some 800
draughtsmen behind the scenes. The Ordnance
Survey cmploys n total over 2,800 statt m ity
headquarters as well as over 1,000 surveyors and
backup staft dispersed throughout the country.

John Bavnes of the Intormation Branch then
cave a short talk of the historv and origis ot the
Ordnance Survey: In his talk he menvioned the
pioncering work ot Willlam Roy who had
undertaken the Military Survey of Scorland
between 1747 and 1755, Rov also suggested a
national survey ot Great Britamn as carly as the
1760° . and was responsible tor measurmg the
tamous bascline at Hounslow Heathin 17830 Asan
organisation the Ordnance Survey was ottictally
established in 1791, Tis first objectives were o
complete the triangulanion ot the country and to
produce a national one mch to the mile map series.,
The tirst one inch to the mile map of Kent, with a
part of the county ot Essex, was published i 1801
A copy of this map, which was privately published
by William Faden, was on display in the Ordnance
Survev exhibition centre,

Mr Bavnes mentioned the later adoption of the
six inch to the mile map scale. Atfrer 1840 the
northern counties of Englind, together with
Scotland, were surveyed at six inches to the mile
although even this larger scale tatled to completely
satisty mfuennal opinion. In 1853 a survey ot
Durham was authorised at the 25 mch to the nile
scale (1:2500). By 1893 the whole country,
excluding arcas of mountain and moorland, had
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been mapped at this 1:2500 scale. The later history
ot the Ordnance Survey and the adoption of a
National Grid was then outlined. A short film on
the Ordnance Survey, particularly concerned wich
the modern day role of the organisation and its
products. was then shown.

The IMCoS party then had the opportunity to
tour the Ordnance Survey exhibition centre.
Amongst the 1items on display was a copper-
cngraved plate of an Irish once-mnch sheet

(Armagh) made about 1862 A sclection of

surveyor's mstruments was also on display. Other
spectal pancels i the exhibition centre covered such
topics as archacology i the ordnance map: the role

Ordnance Survey were also on view: These include
such tamous names as Major-General Mudge
(1798-1820), Major-General Sir Henry James
(1854-1875) and Colonel Sir Charles E Close (1911-
1922). 1t 1s this latter mdividual whose name is
commemorated by The Charles Close Society tor
the Study of Ordnance Survey maps. This Society
publishes a newsleteer eneitled *Sheetlines” and can
be contacted by writing to Brian Garvan, 66
Chalklands, Bourne End, Bucks SIS 5T].
Fmally. the Society 1s mdebreed to the stattof the
Ordnance Survey tor providing such an
miteresting programie tor our visit. In particular
the Society would like to thank John Bavnes,

Graham Smith and Liz Dean tor their interesting
and mtormative talks. Geottrey Ramsden is also
thanked tor his work m make this enjoyable visit

of acrnal surveys and remote sensing from space;
and ot course the tirst one mch map ot Kent and
Essexalready mentioned above. A set of framed
photographs ot all the Dircctor=Generals ot the possible.

Research Fellowships 1986-87

['he John Carter Brown Library will award approximately fitteen Research Fellowships for the vear
June 1, 1986 — Mav 30, 1987 The regular John Carter Brown Library Fellowships carry a stpend of
$800.00 per month. These Fellowships are open to Americans and to toreign nationals who are engaged
i pre- or post-doctoral, or mdepenent. rescarch. (Forcign nationals are advised that the monthly stipend
mayv not be sutticient to cover all of a Fellow's travel and hving expenses.) Reaipients ot all Fellow ships
are expected to be i regular residence ac the John Carter Brown Library and to participate i the
mtellectual Iite of Brown University. Therctore, preterence may be given to apphcants able to take up the
Fellowship durig the course ot the acadenne vear, September 101986 — May 30, 1987

Applications will be judged by committees consisting ot members of the Brown University Faculty

Liason Commuteee to the Library and the National Advi isory Council of the Library. Each Fellowships
will be awarded on the basis of the applicant’s scholarly quahtlutlons the merits of the project. and the
up})m/nmr( ness of the inguivy to the holdings of the John Carter Brown Library. One appointment cach year,
tor up to three months, will be reserved tor the recipient ot the Jeannette DL Black Memorial FL”O\N\l]Ip
This Fellowship s awarded to a scholar with a particular interestin rescarch on the history ot cartography
or to one who intends to nmake considerable use ot carly maps i his or her rescarch. Application torms
mav be obtamed trom: The Divecros, The John Carter Brown Library, Box 1894, Providence, R.1.02912.
Applications should be postmarked no Tater than February 1. 1986, Announcements of awards will be
made betore March 15, 19806.
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IMCoS Symposium in Finland
Visit to the Nordenskiold Collection

Onc ot the highlhights of the IMCoS
Symposium mecting in Helsinki was
undoubtedly the speaially arranged visit to the
Nordenskiold Library. This great collection,
housced deep in an air-conditioned suite
underground at Helsinkt University, 1s not open to
the public. We theretore much appreciated the talk
and tour given to us by the chiet hibraran Esko
Hikhi and his statt.

A. E. Nordenskiold was bornand broughtup
Finland in the nuddle of the nmeteenth century
but spent the rest ot Ins lite m Sweden. Ehs first
carcer was as a sacntific nnneralogist leadimg to

membership ot the Swedish Roval Adacemy ot

Scricnces and curator of che Muscum ot Natural

History tor four decades: Te was however as an
cxplorer that Nordenshiold gamed world renown.
Flis expeditions to Spiczberecn, Jan Maven sland
and Greenland fed o ns great venture ot I878-80
when he became the tirse to traverse the North-
cast passage s ship Teea travelled past Novava
Zemlya and navigated the scas between the north
Russtan coasthine and the pamanent e ot the
North Pole; tially exitime through the Berimg
Strat ateer spendmy, aowmter locked i the aee.
[he untultidled dreams of Dee, Willoughby,
Barentsz, Moxon, and others, were at Last realised.

ftwas onfy i the Tast two decades ot his lite,
from 1880 onwards, that Nordenskidld devoted his
tme o collecting atlases and books of travel, and
studying the history ot cartography. His
outstandime work “Facsimile Atlas to the Early
listory ot Cartography’™ wach over 185
lustracions s sl moprine as a large paperback,
price Y1595, and 1t remams an indispensable
reterence book tor all serious collectors. As well as
many ot his scaentific books, Nordenskiold's
ibrary contains over 24,000 maps from more than
500 atlases and from numerous books of travel and
discovery. Only e the Tast few years has it been
adequately catalogued, by Ann-Mart Mickwits
and Leena Mickkavaara, i three substantial
volunies. Copies ot virtually every “standard atlas
are to be seen; for istance, 51 out ot 56 ot che
known cditions ot Prolemy between 1475 and
1883, The story how Nordenskiold systematically
and persistently pursued rare items ottered by
lcadimg dealers of the time ~ among tham Muller

of Amsterdany, Olschki of Vemice, Rosenthal ot

Mumich and Quaritch of London —1s recounted
an cxceilent booklet by Esko Hikli: AL L.
Nordenskiold, a Scientist and his
Library (Helsinkr University Library, 1980).
Regrettably, Nordenskiold bought very tew
scparately-published maps. Thus = his two
‘Latreri” atlases apart — Ins collection Lacks astock

of rare, mdividual, maps and has no wall naps
from the carly period. The 1880s would have been
an idcal time to gather up some unique and
disappearing items by mapmakers such as
Gastaldi, Postell, Vopell. Deventer and Verbiest:
JUst to name a tew:

Leena Mickkavaara, participatimg m the
IMCOS Svimposium, read one ot the papers
drawing on her unique knowledge ot the
Nordenskidld material gamed while preparing the
cataloguce tor o decade or more. trom 1968
onwards. Her talk tocussed on the roror” works
the collection: these were the relativelv few works
civen a riple rariey ratinyg by Nordenskiold
hrmselt when annotanime his orrgmal cad
cataloguc. FHle often refers to important.
mteresting or cven Cvery rare items but
surprisinghy there are onlv nime roer " ones. They
are as tollows (abstracted from Leena
Mickkavaara’s paper):

I Elas Capreolus, Heliae Capreoliiin Clironica de
Rebus Brivia . 150570 With a map of the
cnvirons ot Brescia, boughe trom Olschbka tor 125
francs i 1893,

2. Ambrogio L eone, De Nola Opusciliim
1514 Wich four small maps showmg Nola i the
vicmity ot Vesuvius and Flerculaneum.

A Jan Huveen van Linschoten. Deseripio ot
Guineac .., 13990 and

4. Jan Huveen van Lmschotens Devapron de
E Nwmerigue 1033 both with various maps
These two works by Einschoten were ot arear
mterest to Nordenskiold i his studies of the carly
descriptions ot Americas They would not be
counted e todaw

5. Petrus Martvr, De Orbe Novo Lo 1387 Ths
cdition of Peter Martvr by Richard Flakluvt has o
map of the Americas engraved by T eonardo
Gaultierr. Te was reproduced o the Facsile
Atlas, trg, 82

6. Joseph Moson, A Bricie Disconrse ot a Passage
by the North-Polc o Japan, Chinaete oo 16734 This
book mcludes a discourse about a passage to Japan
and China across the North-cast Passage, and
hence of particular stieniticance to Nordenskiéld m
view of his own expedition torcmg this route tor
the fist timie,

Tand S0 Johuannes de Stobmiezas Tnnodicrio
Prolcmer - 1312 and 15190 In the 18905 prior to
the discovery ot Waldeseemtller’s great wall map
ot the world of 1507 Stobnicza’s work was
accorded a signtticance which can no longer be
substantiated.

9. Farly sixteenth-century unutled elobe gores.
At the tme, Nordenskiold mterred chat these
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International News
by Alan Bartlett

The major event of recent months was the
highly successtul Symposium, and associated
visits 1 and around Helsinki, enjoved by IMCoS
members and hosts Chartarum Amict. This s
reported at some length elsewhere i the Journal,

As a turther benetic trom this trip, your Society

15 very pleased to announce chat Jan Strang,

Secretary of Chartarum Amicr, has accepted our

mvitation to represent us in Finland. He s a dealer

m old books, prints and maps. and his address 1s:
Antukki - Kirja
Kalevankatu 25

SEF-=o00loo HELSINKI

Jan will be pleased to meer and assist any
member visiong Helsimkn He does pomt out,
however, that anvone wishing to call on the
Nordenskiold Collection must write to Helsimka
University Library well o advance to obtam
agreement which, many case, 1s only torthcoming
tor bona fide studyv or research.

On a difterent matter. one ot our new tound
tricnds i Chartarum Amicr. Timo Reenpad,
whose collecting meerest meludes maps ot France,
would very much like to hear from other Society
members who share that meerest. Please write
direcr to him at:

Kovdenpunojankatu 2¢28
SE = 00180 HELSINKI 18

We are dehighted o announce the tormation ot a
turcher ottshoot of IMCoS. dis time the Isradl
Map Collectors” Soctety The maugural otticers
are:

President, Eran Laor
Sceretary, Eva Wapntraub
Treasurer, Ronmy Klem.

['he prime mover mstarting this new Society s
Eva Wameraub. who has been welcome at several
ot our cvents i London, and m Cyprus for her
wholchearted enthusiasm.

soare Uleaee oo annonres fhe By e o f

Trar. Lo, Frs_fin*.
Eva Wajrervib, Seoreotary,
Ponny Floir, Troaoeer,

e Srrect.

~ as1c

L oA

Jume Armero reports from Spam that he s
making cood progress with the arrangements tor
the IMCoS International Symposium 1n
Barcelona i Autumn 1986, He already has great
mterest being shown by private collectors and
dealers. He has also obtamed the support of the
Avuntamicnto de Barcelona = Iirectorate ot
Muscums, and the Generalicat de Cataluna = the
reglonal government, in respect ot exhibitions,
conference activities and appropriate visits.

From central government m Madrid — the map
department ot the Biblioteca Nacional has already
oftered to send rare and important maps to the
cxhibitions m Barcelona.

This already looks hike becoming another
successtul mternational event tor IMCoS. The
dates to pencil in your diaries for 1986 are 3= 5 Ocrober.

We were very pleased to hear from our
Representative for South America, Dr. Lorenz
Gauller Frers, when he was m London recenthy: He
1s making cvery etfort to promote the activities ot
the Society among the relatively simall number ot
collectors in the very large sub-contment that
comprises his territory and he tells us that s
cventual although necessaritly long-term amm s to
organisc an IMCoS Symposium i Rio de Janciro.

We were miterested to see trom the Seprenmber
1ssue of the newslecter ot the Map Society ot
Briosh Columbia, sent to us onan exchange basts,
that 1986 15 the centennial vear tor Vancouver,
Thar Socicry 1s mecting with two regronal
mstitutions of surveyors to organisce d
chronological exhibition of maps showing the
development of the Lower Mamland and
Vancouver. This name accords well wich che
cxpected theme of “Explorers” Maps™ tor our
London Symposium at the Royal Geographical
Society on 21 Junce, 1986, Captain George
Vancouver was described as having carried out
‘perhaps the most arduous survey that it had fallen
to any navigator to undertake’, that of the intricate
north-west coast of America trom 39°N to 61°N.

Our Representative tor lecland. Kjarten
Gunnarsson, was asked by Morgunbladid, the
biggest dalv newspaper in the country to tell
them about the IMCOS 1985 London Symposium.
This resulted man mreerview and then a two page
spread i the assue of 28 July, with numcrous
photographs, not only ot maps. but ot Kjartan
himselt with even more maps. Your International
Secretary can report that the name of IMCoS



teatured prommently, but can tell vou lictle else of
the written content, not having anv Teclandic.
This drives home the pomt that we members of
IMCoS whose native tongue 15 Enghsh are very
tortunate to have so many tetlow members around
the world who speak our language so well,
something for which quite a tew of us were most
apprectative while m Helsinki recently.

Last but not least. the Society 1s gratetul to our
Representative i Canada, Ed Dabll tor donating a
number of mreeresting items carlier this vear, In
Julvo Ed was both Charrman and Programme
Orgamser tor the highly successtul Eleventh
International Conterence on the History of
Cartography held m Ottawa, which a number of
IMCOS members attended and enjoved.

Catalogues Received

RICHARD B. ARKWAY INC. 538 Madison
Ave., New York NY 10022 USA. Tel: (212) 751-
8135. Catalogue XXVIL Antique Maps. 44pp,

188 critries, numerous illus.

LIBRERIA ANTIGUARIA CATEDRAL: c.
Merceria No. 20, 43003 Tarragona, [taly.
Catalogue No. 15, [3pp, over 200 entries. Hlus.
Books and maps.

MRS . M. GREEN. Antique Maps. 7 Tower
Grove, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OLX. Tel: (1932)
241105, Map List No. 8 South Eastern and Home

Counties. 1985, 12pp, entries by counties.

JAMES NORWICH AUCTION LTD; 33
Tinmberhill, Norwich, Norfolk NRI 3LA. Tel:
(1603) 624817/625369. An Auction ot Postage
Stamps. Antiquartan Maps and Prines, Crgaretee
and Playing Cards, Saturdav, Septenmiber 28th,
1985,

JONATHAN POTTER LTD; No. | Gratton
Street, London WIX 3LB. Tel: O1-491 3520,
Scleetion of Fine, Decorative and Rare Old Maps.

The World and North America. 72pp, over 200)

entrics, numerous Hlustrations.

THE JOHN MONCKTON GALLERY LT1; 207
West Superior, Chicago, [ 60610 USA. Tel: (312)
260-1171. Catalogue One. A selection of 55 Rare
Maps. 48pp. cach map illustrated with detailed
descriprions and reterences.

JOHN LEWCOCK., Bookscller: 4 Cobble Yard.
Napier Street, Cambridge CB1 THP. Maritime
Travel, Theatre and Scholarly. 19pp, 1 1llus. and
197 entries.

THOMAS SUAREZ RAREBOOKS; 2142
Broadway, New York, NY 10023 Tel: (212) 877-
7403, Catalogue VI 1985, A Catalogue ot Fine
Rare Books spanning 1501 to 1906, including
vovages, atlases, medieval texts, geographies and
lustrated books. 44p, numecrous illustrations.
TOOLEY ADAMS & COLLTD: 83 Marvicbone
High Street, London WIM AL Tel: 01-486 9032,
A List ot Bibliographies and Works ot Reterence
on all aspects of Cartography. No. 2. Over 200
Cntries.,

J

1 March, 1986

24 M;ly, 1086,
3 June 1986

21-22 June 1986

22 June 1986

3-5 October 1986

Forthcoming Events

Auction ot Antiquarian Maps by James of
Norwich, at the Hotel Nelson, Norwich at 2pm.

Same detail as above.

‘City in Maps™ exhibition at the British Library
(sce News Page tor details).

Annual Symposium at the Royal Geographical
Society
IMCoS Map Fair at the Forum Horel

Barcclona (Spanish Symposium)

N
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Peregrinations of a Map Collector

by Clifford Stephenson, director of IMCoS

The onlv texte book ot mv schooldavs to survive
in my hbrarv s dated 1917 The hrse chapter
heading 1s "The Representation ot the Earth,
subtitled Maps Scales and Distances’™. The
survival ofonly this book suggests that even i my
vouth there was in e a seed ot a map collector.
The sced first weakly sprouted when tforty years
ago [ bought iy second book about maps entitled
simply "Maps’: by Alexander 1D’ Agapevett and E.
C. R Hadheld, Oxtord University Press, 1942,
['ve just re-read 1t ic 1s simply written but
imformative; describing first the methods used 1n
surveving, then helptul descriptions of the many
different projections used in mapmaking. The
sccond halt of the book 1s entitled “The Early Map
‘Makers” those known to map collectors, from
Prolemy via Saxton, Blacu and Speed and Ogilby
to Greenwood and Cary. The book was too carly
to include in its Bibhography the doven of map
collectors, our R. V. Tooley, but does quote
Chubb. Close and Fordham.

Atter this solitary sprouting my interest lay
dormantunal 1955, thirey vears ago, on hohiday in
our Chairman’s county. In Malmesbury, where
we, as holiday makers do, browsed casually
through the stock wm an old mull tull of antiques,
with licele mterest to buy until one solitary 1tem,
an old map, caught my cye. Enquiry revealed that
this map, of my native county, Yorkshire, came
from a Speed atlas that the dealer was *breaking’. Tt
was pick-where-vou-hke, the maps were all one
price W7 10s. (¥750), not quite such a small sum
then as 1t seems now, but cheap all the same,
espectally as they were trom the Latin edition n
finc condition and coloured. In discussion the
dealer bemoaned that whereas chat atlas cost him
L200 the next would cost ¥300. Though acting n
complete ignorance, 1 soon bought three other
maps from the same atlas — 1 was waser than |
knew, [quickly added a tew more old maps when,
feeling that T had enough maps on the walls, |
rested on miyv laurels, unall m Chelsea Antquce’s
Fair, T met Bavnton-Williams (pere) who with
liedle dithiculey persuaded me that the see of three
Ouwilbv's Coventry the road trom London to
Richmond Yorks, was just what I needed. ITbought
them at the bargam price €850 Te 15 a constant
pleasure that looking out ot my window, [canseea
furlong away, but now disused, part of that 1675
old road, shown on the map [ bought in Chelsea.

My rekindled meerestin old maps was tanned by
our local Librarian who, knowing that my local
covernment aceivicies on the Councl took me to
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London quite trequently suggested that I visit one
or two old book dealers he knew, who also sold old
maps. [ may surprise more recent recruits to our
hobby that only a hetle more than 20 years ago
dealers were so few that a collector soon knew
them alll At chat cime, [ only knew two London
dealers with truly representative stocks. Francis
Edwards i Marvlebone High Street, where Mr
Toolev presided over an extensive map department
(now Tooley-Adams & Co.) and gave mvaluable
mtormation and guidance to Tyros hke me; and
Mr. Bayton-Wilhams then i Bruton Street at
South Kensingron. Maggs Bros. i Berkeley
Square had a smaller sclection which by repeated
visits [ got to know almost as well as they did.
Quite soon my arrivals home from London were
regularly met with the question “What have you
bought this time?’. Usually 1t was stull another
map, or two.

Somewhere, Tdon't know where, ['saw anadvert
tor £5 parcels ot old maps —a lucky dip” m which
dipped with subscquent great advantage. Several
Mordens and Carys, Teesdale Targe Yorkshire and
Bowens World, to mention only a tew, were
amongst the bargams trom these ‘lucky dips'™.

In Ceal Court oft Charing Cross Road was
Louis Mcier, surcly the most remarkable of all
‘characters” in the map trade. Said to be a Swiss
who came to England to work in a Swiss bank, he
became an avid collector ot old prints and maps
and kindred antiques in catholic variety; these he
displayed = or rather stored — 1 a narrow shop,
perhaps nine feet wide. His stock was piled
contusion down cach side ot che shop and
overflowed to leave only a narrow path down the
middle where would-be customers stepped
feartully. He was an old man of few words, of
rather broken English, if he hked you, he would
dig out—almost hiteratly — what you asked tor, 1t he
didn’t like vou ‘I haven't got once” was his reply
without looking. The whole atmosphere and he
himselt were Dickensian — a microcosm of past
days. The window “display’ scarcely changed
from year to year —not that this maceered, the glass
was scldom cleaned. T bought maps there trom
time to time bue seill wonder how he came to have
fiwo copics of the same first edition Saxton m his
Cumberland tolder. T bought them both. A
somewhat macabre shadow hung over the shop, a
tew vears carlier a murder had been committed in
1t.

Though [ have made a tew tortunate purchases
over the vears, [ have had onlyv one real “tind™. A



triend’s triend bought a business and found a
brown paper parcel on the top of the office
cupboard, m 1t an old atlas so tilchy that the dire
had to be swept ott it T as the so-called “expert
was asked to appraise 1t and eventually to buv 1t
which I did, not having seen, tucked in the back of
the atlas two manuscript maps. One was ot no
significance, but the other atter long research and
enquiry proved to be of considerable importance
to American historians. The storyv ot its history
and adventures which resulted it tinally resting
m the Library of Yale Unmiversiey [ have told
clsewhere — but how this American manuscript
map came to be m that old atlas i Hudderstield,
England, will be tor ever a mvsterv.

I think that most map collectors will agree that
the two best developments in our hobby have been
the founding of a magazine devoted to 1t: The Map
Collector and our Society. We are all greatly
mndebted to the vision and enterprise of Malcolm
Young and Yasha Beresiner who conceived and
promoted the Socicty. to Rodnev Shirlev who
presides over and contributes so much learning to
it and to the Otticers who gratumtiously give so
much ot their time, knowledge and cffort.

Both the magazine and the Society make
imvaluable contributions to our knowledge and
pleasure. It has been a great satnistaction to me to
have association with both of them: as a

contributor to the tirst and as a participant i the
activites of the second. ook back on the IMCoS
meceting at York last summer, which with che
much lamented Tate Heather Lawrence |
organized, as the happiest of my niap collecting
cxperiences and my appomtment as Director ot
IMCoS, as my greatest cartographical honour.
Incidentally, when T asked Malcolm Young what
was my qualitication tor the honour his reply was,
“Well, vou're our most ancient member” — what a
qualitication!

Now;, 30 vears and 500 maps ateer T started chis
fascimating hobby, 1 tend to rest” on my oars’.
Such maps as T aughe sall aspire to are hikely to
cost more than I wish to spend, but those I have
and what [ read m the Collector and Journal give me

continued pleasure, as do the mectings and

conterences and fuirs Tattend and as do the many
triends I've made through this delighetul hobby

Being o my ninth decade T occasionally
speculate on what should happen to my collection
cventually, as many others have done about theirs.
On the whole I chink that tailling o family mcerest
i maps they are best put on the market, so
providing tor another generation the pleasure and
excitement we have enjoved m the hunt and
acquisition. As somcone truly said, collectors ot
antiques are merely trustees tor the next
generation of collectors.

L 1ERS 10 1HE eDIIOK

Although sent to Valene Scott, Editor ot The
Map Collecror, T ochought other members ot the
committee and IMCoS would hke to read e
Many congratulations to Rodney Shirlev. Ed.

Dear Valerie,

Althoughitis now some weeks atter the IMCoS
dinner and presentation, mav I write and thank
you, and the other members of your committec for
the great honour bestowed on me through the

IMCoS-Tooley Award.

My astonishment and surprise when vou made
the announcement was 100% cenuine so 1t must
have been a well-kept seeret. Please pass my great
pleasure and appreciation onto vour colleagues on
the commnttee.

Rodney W Sharley
Sweet Briar

Long Grove

Seer Green

Buckimghamshire HPY 2QH

Decar Editor,

According to Koceman's Atlanres Neerlandicr vol.
3 (1969) p. 136 the meroductory section to Gerard
and Leonardus Valek states the tollowing: "In 1687
Gerard Valek with his wite and son Leonard.
moved into a house tull ot cartographical history:
the house on the Kalverstraat, near the Dam,
where Clement de Jonghe had hived. Sone
vears afterwards, they moved into the house where
the Hondius tanmly had hved: “op den Dam i de
Wakkere Hond™." This obviously leaves one 1n
doubt as to exactly when the Valek fanily changed
therr address.

In 1978 whilst consulting the RGS copy ot Nopa
totinm geographica tclluris projectio (Kocman.
Atlantes Neer, Vol 1) T noticed. at the toot ot the
tvpographic contents list. a pasted-on mmprint.
The contenes Tist iselt 1 headed o Dutch and
Latin: Naam-register/Van de volgended/Eand-
kaarten./Elenchus/Tabularum & Chartarum
geographicorum./|hist, m Latm, ot 75 plates|/ . ..
The ortgmal imprint reads “In de Kalversiraat
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[. . .] Anno MDCCVL.’; the pasted-over amend-
ment reads *Op den Dam, m de Wakkeren Hond./
.. . J/Anno MDCCVIL./Cum Privilegio.”. Thus
we now know the precise year of the Valcks'
removal.

This small picce of mformation 1s not to be
tound in, tor example, Typographi & bibliopolae
Neerlandici usque ad anmm MDCC thesaurus =
Thesaurus Neevlandse bockdrukkers en
bockverkopers tor 1700 et plaatsen en jaren van
werkzaamheid by J. A. Gruys and C. De Wolf
(Nicuwkoop: De Graat, 1980), with English
translation ot the “Introduction” by H. S. Lake.
This reterence book’s ‘Introduction’ explains:
‘Some regrettable but unavoidable hmitations on
the scope of the Thesanrus derive from the fact that
most or all of the imprint catalogues used [those of

the Royal Library, Amsterdam; and the
University Libraries of Amsterdam, Leiden, and
Utrecht| happen not to cover the cighteenth
century, give no addresses or trade signs .. . and so
on. ... Regrettably, theretore, what would at first
sight ot the title scem to promise detailed and
essential dating mformation for rescarchers and
collectors cannot be utihzed.

[ trust that this small piece of information may be
of interest to some of your readers.

Yours sincerely

Francis Herbert

Map Room

Royal Geographical Society
1 Kensington Gore

London SW7 2AR

New Directory of UK Map Collections
by Terry Kay

The Map Curators” Group of the British
Cartographic Society has recently published A
directory of UKnap collections, second edition (Map
Curators” Group Publication No. 3). Over 500
imndividual map curators and hibrarians have
contributed entries to this directory which was
compiled under the editorship of lan Watt ot the
University of Sussex. The directory 1s greatly
expanded from the tirst edition which was
pubhished m 1983, Institutions for which entries
arc provided include the National Libraries, the
other legal deposit (copyright) Libraries, County
Record Oftices, Pubhic Libraries, University
Libraries and some private istitutions and
societies. Each entry, which 1s alphabetical by
parent organisation, mcludes the name of the
person responsible tor the collection, the opening
hours, restrictions (if any) on usc, facilities
avatlable and a brief description of the collection
concerned.

Special collections and “strengths™ are
identiticd where appropriate. The larger
collections, such as those held 1 the National
Librarics, contain many special collections which
could not all be separately listed 1 a general
directory ot this type. However the directory 1s
usceful m identifving the special collections m
other mstitutions such as, tor mstance, the County
Record Ottices. As an example of this 1s that the
Cambridgeshire Record Otftice at Huntingdon
identities separately its collection of printed maps
of France, Germany, Austria, ltalv and the Low
Countries (1660-1835, 60 1tems). The National
Railway Muscum at York 1s hsted as holding an
‘almost complete collection of Raitway Clearing
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House and Airey rattway maps; and 19th century
published railway maps’. However, betore the
railway map cnthusiasts look up the train
timetables to York they should note that the
reterence library facihities ac the National Railway
Muscum are only available by prior appomtment,
for which tickets may be available on successtul
apphcation. Furthermore this particular hibrary 1s
only open for certam restricted hours between
Tuesdays and Fridays of each week. A constant
theme running throughout the directory 1s of the
need for prior appomtments to be made. Many of
the collections histed are naturally only to be used
for reterence purposces; photocopymg restrictions
apply not only to maps published withm the past
50 years (1.¢. protected by the 1956 UK Copyright
Act), but also to antique maps which may not be
photocopied for reasons of conservation.

[ cannot stress strongly enough to any potential
users of the map collections held m libraries that
they should always contact the institution
concerned well m advance of a visit. A personal
touch of the directory is to provide the name ot the
curator 1 charge of the relevant collection.
Obviously this intormation will be subject to a
tair degree of change but nevertheless this
approach is to be welcomed. The ntended
audience ot the directory appears to be wider than
just those employed as professional lhibrarians,
curators and information workers. I genuinely teel
that it 1s also a directory to be used and consulted
by those members of the general public who are
mterested m maps and mapmakers.

Any publications produced by map librarics are
also listed under the relevant entries. Swansca



City Council publications include, tor example,
Air raids on Swansea (1981) which contains
tacsimiles ot Luttwatte target maps of the arca;
Hull Library scrvice publications include The
development of Kingston Upon Hull shown through
contemporary maps and views (1973, reprinted 1983);
East Lothian District Libraries have produced
tacsimiles of Wood's plan of Haddington, 1819, and
ot Wood’s plan of Dunbar, 1830.

A turther teature of the directory is the three
mndexes to be found at the back ot the book. Firstly
the alphabetical listing 1s very helptul as entries are
made under all the likely headings. The Barnet
Library collection, for instance, is listed under
both Barnet and the London Borough ot Barnet.
Sccondly an index ot ‘geographical location’ is
provided. Thus, under the entry tor Kent, the
cleven mndividual institutions located in that
county are to be tound.

The third index 1s to “keywords, cartographers,
special collections, arcas ot coverage, cte.”. This
index is usctul in locating the whercabouts ot such
named collections as the Whitaker or the Beudeker
collections but 1t 1s naturally dependent upon
those collections having already been separately
listed by the curators concerned when
contributing their entrics. Many of the subject, or
keyword headings, such as those for air
photographs, tire msurance plans and for satellite
mmagery do not identity all the hbraries where
such material 1s to be found. Goad msurance
maps, featured in the Map Collector ot December
1984, arc listed under the main entries tor Shettield
and for Nottingham public hibraries but curiously
arc not picked up m the keywords mdex. Only the
tire msurance plans held by the London Borough
ot Hackney are listed in the directory (other than
the Goad plans mentioned above) which therefore
provides a distorted picture as scts of these plans
are held in the National Libraries and many other
map collections m the UK. Smilarly the only
copy of Prolemy’s Geography identified by this
kevwords index 1s held by the Wisbech and
Fenland Muscum. The curator ot this muscum
simngled out this atlas, ot which no doubt the
muscum 1s justly proud to have a copy m its
collection, whereas no other curator mentioned
Prolemy. Yet as readers this Journal will know we
are very tortunate to have many copies ot the
various cditions ot Ptolemy’s Geography residing
m the UK n our national, university and special
librarics.

Potential users ot this directory will, however,
cnjoy using the index to locate such esoteric
entrics as ‘mines abandonment plans,’
‘handkerchict maps’ and *Commuissioner ot Sewers
maps 1747-1818.7 Saxton's wall map ot 1583 1s
identified via the key words index as being held by
the Birmingham public Iibraries where
incidentally around 60 pre-1700 atlases are also
located. One unusual entry that catches the eve s

tor *Peter Liddle’s’ (in Sunderland) which can only
be consulted by prior arrangenient with Mr
Liddle. His “personal experience archive” mcludes
several hundred 1914-18 war tront maps, somc
solely of the trenches, as well as Russian, French,
German and Turkish war front maps ot this
period.

lan Watt and the Map Curators” Group of the
British Cartographic Socicty are to be
congratulated on the sterling work that has led to
the publication ot this directory. There appears to
be some gaps as not all the institutions approached
replied to the questionnaire sent out by the Map
Curators’” Group. Nevertheless these gaps are
minor and do not detract in any appreciable way
from the achievenients of the publication. The
generous tinancial sponsorship ot the map tirm
McCarta Ltd in the pubhication ot this directory 1s
worthy of special praise.

Coptes ot the directory are available at the very
reasonable price of v4.50 (UK or Eire) and £5.50
(Oversceas) on application to Chris Perkins,
Convenor ot the Map Curators” Group. Britsh
Cartographic Society, ¢/o John Rylands
University Library of Mancheseer, Deansgate
Building, Decansgate, Manchester, Great
Manchester, M3, Cheques and postal orders
should be made out to the British Cartographic
Society.

Finally I should mention that the second edition
ot the Horld divectory of map collections compiled by
the Geography and Maps Scction of [FLA
(International Federation ot Library Associations)
1s currently in the press. Tt is anticipated that this
directory will be reviewed in the Journal sometime
during 1986.

Classified

Oldfield Antique Maps & Prints. We special-
ise in British maps 1600-1850, Also early o/s
maps. Send for free list of your area. We are
also keen buyers. 34 Northam Rd, South-
ampton SO2 OPA. Tel: (0703) 38916.

English County Map specialist. Lists sent.
MRS D. M. GREEN, 7 Tower Grove,
Weybridge, Surrey. Tel: 0932 241105.

JOHN TROTTER 11 LLaurel Way, London. N20
Tel: 01-445 4293. Specialist in maps, prints,
books of the near and middle east.
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REVIEW

Papers ot the Novdenskidld Sewminar . ..
September 12-15, 1979, Edited by Kerkko
Hakulinen and Arvo Peltonen. Helsinki, 1981, 250
x 175 mm. 246 pp (incl. 108 black-and-white
llustrations). ISBN 951-99297-3-8.

The year 1979 was an auspicious one, for two
rcasons, to hold an international seminar 1n
Finland tocussing on the great explorer and map
collector Adolt Eric Nordenskiotd. The tirst was
the wish to commemorate his Tega expedition and
1ts successtul navigation through the North-cast
Passage tor the tirst time i 187879, The second
reason was the wish to celebrate the publication of
the tirst volume of the catalogue ot the A E.
Nordenskiold collection. This collection contains
about 24,000 carly maps and 1s one of the most
valuable deposits in the Helsinkt University
Library

The 18 papers presented at the seminar were
partly rewritten and then specially illustrated tor
reprinting i this substantal paperback book ot
246 pages. The breadth of topies covered can be
seen trom the reproduction of the contents page
{opposite), with the first tour papers dealing with
Nordenskiold's hife and his collections ot mimerals.
maps and scientitic mstruments. Two long and
scholarlv articles from Protessor Koeman and
CGiinter Schilder then recount the carlier attempts
to explore and map the North-cast Passage
tollowed by wider-ranging papers on carly maps
generatly and on Finnish mapping m particular.

Among these 1s an excellent esssay “Early maps as
historical and scientitic documents” by Helen
Wallis of the British Library Map Library. Finally
three papers cover the collecting and archiving of
maps.

The contributors include map historians,
general scholars and collectors; all speaking with
authority. Yet somchow the papers are without
exception fresh, casily written, and free trom
academic jargon. Hence they are a delight to dip
into for information, new understanding, and
pleasurc. Among the authors are Stig Jaatinen,
Esko Hikli, Leena Mickkavaara, Henry
Tuderman, Aarno Piltz, Taisto Saarentaus and A.
Sakari Hiaro. Al (in addition to Arvo Peltonen,
onc ot the editors) were participants m the 1985
IMCoS Helsinkt Symposium and it | personally
omitted to congratulate them on their carlier
authorship, then may I now do so. The
Nordenskiold Seminar 1s a most worthwhile book
to read and browse nto; it 1s not normally on sale
but 15 now available on loan through the IMCoS
Library.

At the celebration Dinner of the 1985 IMCoS
Svmposium in Helsinki, your President was
presented with this book on behalt of IMCoS by
Aarno Piltz ot Chartarum Amici, organiscers ot the
Sympsomm weekend. The Society expresses its
warm appreciation to Aarno Piltz and his
colleagues for this gift.

Roduney W Shirley

GIARK

DESIGN & PRINT

126 Lane End Road,
High Wycombe, Bucks
Telephone: (0494) 35271/2/3

A design and print
company
specialising in
the production of
books and catalogues
for the
antiguarian map
world
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Taisto Saarentaus:
Maupertuis at the Polar Circle, 1736-1737

When thinkig about the greatest insights ot the
human meellect, the first things to enter our mind
are probably Fleming’s penicilling or Henry Ford’s
T-modecl or = perhaps just Winterhalter's zipper.

As 1s known they have indeed all been
important, but if we think about 1t a hictle more
profoundly, we find cven greater insights —such as
the revolutionizing tact published and
scientifically proved by Nicolas Copernicus
1543, stating that the carth 1s not a pancake but
round and rotating like a ball.

The earth isa ball . . .

Copernicus = like all great mventors — had his
own opponents and sceptics. Nevertheless, the
truth overcame litele by hittle and even his envious
collcague scientists abandoned therr pancake and
accepted Copernicus’ ball as their place of
restdenice.

However, this scientitic calmness had lasted
only about onc and a half centuries when new
scientists — the English Sir Isaac Newton 1 the
lead = alrcady started to squeeze Copernicus’ ball
into a misshapen form. Newton concluded that
since the mterior of the ball 1s soft magma, 1ts
rotating motion apparently causes the ball to
Hatten at 1ts poles.

... or at least almost a ball . ..

Nowton's contemporary and the director ot the
observatory in Paris, Jacques Cassmi, hastened to
make some measurcements near Paris, but on their
basis he came to the opposite conclusion: the carth
15 stretched out at its poles!

These two famous scientists of their time both
tortiticd themselves with their supporters behind
their own scientihic authority, causing che
scientitic world ot the time to tall mto an annoying
state of uncertainty.

Two alrcady then hively functioning academics
of science and leteers, the Enghsh Royal Society
and the French Acadenie des sciences, considered
it now their duty to start clearing up this
CONLrOVersy.

Maupertuis takes hold of the matter

In the sphere of the French Academy worked an
cager Newtonian, mathematician and astronomer
Picrre-Louis Morcau de Maupertuis, who started
planning to send two expeditions to ditterent parts
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of the carth 1n order to solve with measurements
the problem of the shape of the carth.

The French Academy got the financing
arranged and so an expedition was first sent
1735 to the equator, to Peruin South America, and
another a year later to the polar circle in
Scandmnavia. Maupertuis offered himselt as the
leader of the latter expedition.

The task of the expeditions was to detine by
astronomical methods the length of one degree of
the meridian arc separately on the equator and on
the polar arcle, which would bring different
results, 1f the carth was not round. At the sanie
time 1t would be found out whether the carth is
flattened or stretched at its poles.

Maupertuis’ departure

Maupertuis lete Paris o the direction of the
polar circle on the 20th April 1736.

As we know. these days people fly with a
Concorde acroplane from Paris to the polar circle
m less than two hours to meet Finland’s Santa
Claus, but in Maupertuis’ time one had to allow
slightly more time for the journey. The expedition
travelled partly by horse-drawn carriages and
partly by boat. On arriving in Tornio town it was
the 2Tst ot June, two months had passed since their
departure.

Abbé Quthier

Muaupertuis had some assistants with him. One
ot them was a priest, Abb¢ Reginald Outhier.
Muaupcerturs presumably chose him to be the
expedinion’s shepherd of the fold party because
Outhier was an enthusiastic astronomer and
therctore he could also be made use of n the
SUTVCYS.

From our pomt of view Abb¢ Outhier 1s a very
miportant person — he kepta precise diary during
the expedition of everything he had seen and atter
the expedition he wrote a travel repore called
Journal d'un Voyage au Nord’, wlich has spread
around the world as translations and 1s amusing
and casy to understand to anybody. 1 also party
basc this causerie of mune on this report.

The conditions on arriving

The polar circle does lie rather tar north, and the
climate there 1s arcticly severe. But e was
midsummer when the expedinion came to s
destimation, and the surveys could be started m
tolerable conditions.



Perhaps the only noteworthy problem at
midsummer m that arca s caused by mosquitoces,
which immediately dashed 1 swarms ot billions
to gorge on the sweet blood ot the southern
VISILOrsS.,

The expedition endured bravely the attacks of
the mosauitoes and started promptly surveying
the triangulation network extending trom  the
Tornia church to the Kittisvaara hall in Pello. The
length ot the arca to be surveved was slightly over
a hundred kilometres and the only actual traverse
was the Tornio river which Hows across the area.

Outhter's vivid description gives us a clear
picture ot the ditticulaes that the wilds ot the polar
circle brought upon the expedition. Surveving
mstruments were large-sized and heavy at the
time. so dragging the deviees tens ot kilometres m

a pathless wilderness was an cnormous task The
board and the lodging ot the expedition were
naturally also quite primitive.

Maupertuts was conscious ot his responsibility
as a saentist. From Outhier’s report 1t becomes
cvident that Maupertus didn't atlow the ditticule
conditions to cripple the scientitic execution ot the
work. All surveys were carried out with great
care, often watting paticnthv many davs and nights
in the wilds tor suttable weather.

The winter interrupted the work

The briet summer ot the polar arcle turned
gquicklv o autumn and winter, which
mterrupted the actual field work adready m
October, when snow began to tall, The expedinion

had to return to Tormo town to pass the winter A
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long and dark winter awaited them in the North,
which was rather defective m 1ts conveniences.
Social lite in the little town ot Tornio was not very
lively at the time, and only two persons m the
locality were French-speaking. Inaddition to them
there were a few clerics, who could be
contmunicated with m Latm.

However, the winter had one advantage. The
intense cold froze the 'IbrniQ. river, which made
possible the measurements ot quite a long basc hine
along the ice. A base hine 14 kilometres long was
measured twice and the ditference between these
measurcments was only approximately 10
centimetres. The mstruments and the conditions
taken into consideration was also this
measurciment surprisingly accurate. The base Iine
gave the triangulation network a pertect scale.

Peculiar habits of the people

During the winter Abbc¢ Outhier wrote
diligently down i candlehght his observations ot
local conditions and of the people’s way of hte. He
narrates for example that small elks (reindeer)
were kept as domestic animals, which one could
ride and fly swift as an arrow across the thick
snowdrifts. The Lapps ran atter them on the snow
with long boards tied on their teet and completely
ignored the cold. winch congealed hard as tin not
only one’s blood but also the content ot the wine
bottles brought along from France.

Another shock was the local custom ot bathing
in rooms heated up to mternal temperatures,
where people whipped themselves with bundles ot
brushwood at the same time increasing the heat by
pouring water on the glowing piles of stones, trom
which rose a steam which burnt once’s skin red. On
top of all this the people rushed out into the frost
to crawl m the ice-cold snow.

Although Abb¢ Outhier’'s memoirs contam
some exaggeration at places, they are mainly to the
point and contain plenty of valuable cthnological
obscrvations. They give a good picture ot the
living conditions in that remote nook ot the world
two and a halt centuries ago.

The final work and the return trip

T he interrupred surveys could be contiued in
Muay the tollowing vear. Swittly, though wich no
carclessness, the surveys were accomphshed and
the expedition could start its way back on the 10th
of June 1737 The route was the same as betore,
they just stopped at the Falun coppermines m
Central Sweden for a week. They were back m
Paris on the 20th ot August 1737 The journey had
lasted a year and four months altogether.

The results

As a result of the journey Maupertuis could soon
declare that the Newrtonman theory, according to
which the carth was Hattened at 1ts poles, was

correct. A comparison with the results ot the Peru
expedition showed tchat the dimension tor the
compression was 1:204. The value 1eselt 1s rather
meorrect — we consider the value 1:297 calculated
by Havtord as the correct value = but even so it was
to the right direction. “Maupertus Hattened both
the world and Cassint’, mocked the New tomans.

The dimensions ot the carth have later been
detined several times, getung always more
accurate, but there has been no change m the
dircction ot the compression. More recent
scientists have m tace tound many kinds of
mistakes 1 Maupertuis’ survevs, but by chance
the combmed cttect ot these nustakes led m the
right directnion. With bad luck the opposite mighe
have happened and the carch would have Hatrened
the wrong wav tor many vears to cone,

‘Fortunce tavours the courageous’, savs the song
and a courageous scientist Maupertuis surciv was,
darmg to contront the arcue conditions ot the
North to the bencetit of science. For this
achievement he certamly deserves to gee his name
permanently m the history of science.

Next year 1t will be two and a halt centuries
simce Maupertuts lett on his expedition, The event
will be celebrated at least by the Swedes moa
noticeable manner. As the survevs were tor altl that
done on present Finmsh ground. this “breaking
start’ m hght causerie stvle 1s perhaps pernnicred
trom the Finnish quarter.
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