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Invitation to Private Viewing 

The British Library has kindly offered to arrange a private viewing t()r I MCoS members of 
the new 1986 exhibition 'The city in maps'. 

This will be on the evening ofthe opening day, Wednesday 4June, between 6 and Rpm, in 
the King's Library. The evening will comprise reception , buffet, and access to the Map 
Gallery for viewing throughout. The curators responsible for mounting the exhibition will be 
on hand to discuss the plans and maps exhibited. 

The Library has also extended an invitation to the British Cartographic Society, which will 
provide a good opportunity to get together with a fellow society. 

Applications should be made as soon as possible, together with a remittance of£5 per person, 
to help cover the cost of the buffet, drinks and administration. 

Write to your Treasurer, Geoffrey Ramsden, at: 

'Holdfast End' 
Holdfast Lane 
Haslemere, Surrey 
UK, GU27 2EU. 
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EDITORIAL 
Notes from The Chairman 

Members I feel sure, will be very pleased to 

receive a copy of the International Map Dealers 
Directory which is published jointly by IMCoS 
and The Map Collector. The directory will be sent 
to all men1bers (Paid-up) free <~( char,t;ze. The 
published price is £3.50 plus postage. 

The Society like similar organisations is now 
facing the problems of increases in costs, 
especially of printing, artwork and postage. We 
have increased the size of the Journal and the 
special Symposium/Map Fair issue. This in turn 
means extra weight and of course additional 
postage. Further costs have been incurred due to 
the use of airmail for overseas members. The 
Committee has decid ed to increase our 
subscription rate which has not changed for three 
years. The new rates arc listed below, but I wou ld 
like to suggest to members, that the Society and 
members arc better off if advantage is taken of the 
three year subscription at the reduced rate of £40. 

The Society ha s h ad a very successful 
September Symposium in Helsinki. Our thanks 
go to Aarno Piltz and the members ofChartarum 
Amici for their friendly welcome and for the 
interesting prog ramme provided for us. We hope 
to sec many of their members at IMCoS meetings. 

The UK members enjoyed a November visit to 
The Ordnance Survey he adq uarters at 
Southampton, our thanks go to Mr Baynes and his 
staff at the Ordnance Survey and to Geoffrey 
Ramsden for arranging the meeting. 

Plans arc now being made for a meeting in the 
North of England during March or April. 

On Wednesday 4th June, the Society and The 
British Cartographic Society have been invited to 

a special reception of'The city in maps' exhibition 
by the British Library. A buffet reception has been 
planned at a cost of £5 per head, details arc 
included elsewhere in this Journal. 

The 1986 Symposium is being held in 
conjunction with the Royal Geographical Society, 
London, on Saturday, June 21. The Map Fair and 
Exhibition will be held at the Forum Hotel. The 
th eme of the Symposium, Map Fair and 
Exhibition wi ll be 'Explorers' Maps'. The Annual 
Dinner and Presentation of Awards will be held at 
the Royal Overseas League. 

The Barcelona Symposium is taking place in the 
first week of October '86. Details will be 
published early next year. 

I would like to thank Clifford Stephenson for his 
generous gift of a map that can be sold , in order 
that we can have a map printed on the cover of our 
Journal for 1986. The Society will receive at least 
£100. C lifford hopes that other members might 
like to offer a map for 1987 and subsequent years. 

Membership Secretary 
Caroline Batchelor is now in full command and 

has taken over from Ray Hutchison. It has been 
found more practical to have the Membership 
Secretary located in the London area, where arc 
computer records arc kept. I would like to thank 
Ray for his assistance and Caroline for the 
enthusiastic manner she has filled her new 
appointment. 

Secretary 
I am sorry to report that John Beech, one of the 

original comm ittee , has asked to he relicwd ofhis 

Membership - New Rates 
As from 1st January 1986 

Registration Fcc (to cover initial administration cos ts) 

Annual Membership 

Three-year Membership 

Junior Membership 
(Under 21 or full -time student) 

Public Body or Institutional 
Annual Membership 
(wi ll receive three copies of every issue of the Journal) 

u 
us 
\:40 

\:6 

\:20 



duties, due to the increased pressure of work in his 
new Swindonjob. John will be missed, we greatly 
appreciate the help he has given us especially 
guiding us through constitutional matters . 

Faith Ashwood, our Advertising Manager, has 
offered to stand in meanwhile. I would like to 

thank her for offering to keep the Society's affairs 
in good order at such short notice. 

Finally, I would like to wish all our members a 
Happy Christmas and Seasons Greetings 
wherever you may be. 
Malcolm Young 

PROFILE 
Caroline Batchelor has joined the IMCoS 

Committee as Membership Secretary from 
September 1985. 

For the last 20 years Caroline has led a nomadic 
existence residing overseas with her husband Peter 
during the course of his duties for Unilcver, the 
internationally based company. The Batchclors 
have, however, now moved back to the U.K. 
permanently. Caroline first became interested in 
maps while she was living in the Philippines: she 
discovered that they made lovely presents! As her 
collection began to grow Caroline decided to 
specialise and maps of Africa became her main 
collecting interest as she had lived in Zambia, 
Malawi and Nigeria . 

Whilst Caroline was searching for maps of 
Venezuela to adorn her husband's office she 
happened to buy an edition of Tlze Map Collectolc 
This contained an advertisement for IMCoS 
which she immediately replied to. Having 
received so much personal pleasure from all the 
events which I MCoS has organised she is very 
keen to promote the Society and en list as many 
new members as possible. Caro line can be 
contacted over membersh ip matters c/o 83 
Marylebone High Street, London Wl M 4AL. 

Editor's note: A photograph of Caro li ne, taken at 
the British Library during the recent 'Mapping 
the Commonwealth' seminar, appeared in the 
Autumn 1985 issue of the Joumal. 

ZUM T ALBLICK 2 e D-6246 GLASHUTTEN 1 e WEST GERMANY 

RARE ATLASES AND MAPS 
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 

TWO AUCTION SALES 
PER ANNUM 

Please write for our detailed catalogues Offers are welcome 



Visit to Ordnance Survey, Southampton 
by Terry Kay 

A party of IMCoS members visited the 
Ordnance Survey at their headquarters in 
Southampton on Friday, 8th November, 1985. The 
visit to the Ordnance Survey, who are the official 
publisher of survey maps and plans of England, 
Scotland and Wales, was attended by about 15 to 
20 members. It commenced with a tour of the 
Record Map Library. This library holds about 
750,000 current and superseded Ordnance Survey 
maps. Although principally used for staff 
reference purposes, the collection can be consulted 
by members of the public by prior appointment. 
Due to bomb damage during the Second World 
War the holdings arc not complete. A fire in 1841 at 
the Tower of London (where the Ordnance Survey 
was originally based) also destroyed many of the 
earlier one inch maps. In this respect it is fortunate 
that a virtually comprehensive set of Ordnance 
Survey maps is held at the British Library. 

The legal responsibilities of the Ordnance 
Survey to produce large scale maps and plans were 
explained by Graham Smith and Liz Dean of the 
Public Relations department. These legally 
defined responsibilities arc to reproduce plans at 
the 1:1250 scale (about 50 inches to the mile) for 

The Carson Clark 
Gallery 

For fine quality antique maps and charts of all parts of 
the world. 

In fact everything for the collector of Discovery. Travel & 
Topography. 

· Stock includes items published between 
1500-1900. 

Confidential consultations on valuation 
whether buying or selling. 

Specialist advice on investment. Call at our lovely Gallery 
in the heart of Historic Edinburgh or write to: 

A Carson Clark FRGS 
SCOTIA MAPS-MAPSELLERS 

173 Canongate 
The Royal Mile 

Edinburgh EH8 8BN 
Tel: 031-556-4710 

Catalogues issued on request 

urban areas; plans at the 1:2500 scale (about 25 
inches to the mile) for rural areas; and to reproduce 
maps at the 1:10,000 scale (approximately 6 inches 
to the mile) for areas of mountain and moorland. 
In the nineteenth century the Ordnance Survey 
published large scale plans of towns and cities at 
three scales, the largest of which were at the 1:500 
scale (10.56 feet to one mile). An example of a 
1:500 scale plan held in the Record Map Library 
was displayed of Barnslcy, Yorkshire dated 1888. 
In addition a number of maps and plans of 
Haslcmcrc, of various dates and scales were made 
available. These had been specially selected tor our 
visit as they covered the home territory of 
Geoffrey Ramsden, IMCoS Treasurer, who had 
arranged the visit on the Society's behalf. 
Geoffrey, like a true map collector, was able to 
point out that he already owned a copy of each of 
the maps displayed! 

The tour continued with a visit to the air­
conditioned photographic and printing floor. We 
were able to sec the entire production process of 
Ordnance Survey and Directorate of Overseas 
Survey maps which involves over 400 
photographers and printers and some 800 
draughtsmcn behind the scenes. The Ordnance 
Survey employs in total over 2,800 staff in its 
headquarters as well as over 1, 000 surveyors and 
backup staff dispersed throughout the country. 

John Baynes of the Information Branch then 
gave a short talk of the history and origins of the 
Ordnance Survey. In his talk he mentioned the 
pioneering work of William Roy who had 
undertaken the Military Sur,cy (~{ScM/and 
between 1747 and 1755 . l~oy Jlso suggested a 
national survey of Great Britain as early as the 
1760's, and was responsible for measuring the 
famous baseline at Hounslow Heath in 1783. As an 
organisation the Ordnance Survey was officially 
established in 17lJ1. Its first objectives were to 
complete the triangulation of the country and to 
produce a national one inch to the mile map series. 
The first one inch to the mile map of Kent, with a 
part of the county of Essex, was published in 1801 . 
A copy of this map, which was privately published 
by William Faden, was on display in the Ordnance 
Survey exhibition centre. 

Mr Baynes mentioned the later adoption oi the 
six inch to the mile map scale. After 1840 the 
northern counties of England, together with 
Scotland, were surveyed at six inches to the mile 
although even this larger scale failed to completely 
satisfy influential opinion. In 1853 a survey of 
Durham was authorised at the 25 inch to the mile 
s c a lc ( 1 : 2 50 0) . B y 18l) 3 t h c w h o lc co un t r y, 
excluding areas of mountain and moorland, had 
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been mapped at this 1:2500 scale. The later history 
of the Ordnance Survey and the adoption of a 
National Grid was then outlined. A short film on 
the Ordnance Survey, particularly concerned with 
the modern day role of the organisation and its 
products, was then shown. 

Ordnance Survey were also on view These include 
such famous names as Major-General Mudge 
(1798-1820), Major-General Sir Henry James 
(1854-1875) and Colonel Sir Charles F. Close (1911-
1922). It is this latter individual whose name is 
commemorated by The Charles Close Society for 
the Study of Ordnance Survey maps. This Society 
publishes a newsletter entitled 'Shectlincs' and can 
be contacted by writing to Brian Garvan, 66 
Chalklands, Bourne End, Bucks SL8 5TJ. 

The IMCoS party then had the opportunity to 
tour the Ordnance Survey exhibition centre. 
Amongst the items on display was a copper­
engraved plate of an Irish one-inch sheet 
(Armagh) made about 1862. A selection of 
surveyor's instruments was also on display. Other 
special panels in the exhibition centre covered such 
topics as archaeology in the ordnance map; the role 
of aerial surveys and remote sensing from space; 
and of course the first one inch map of Kent and 
Essex already mentioned above. A set of framed 
photographs of all the Director-Generals of the 

Finally, the Society is indebted to the staff of the 
Ordnance Survey for providing such an 
interesting programme for our visit. In particular 
the Society would like to thank John Baynes, 
Graham Smith and Liz Dean for their interesting 
and informative talks. Geoffrey Ramsden is also 
thanked for his work in make this enjoyable visit 
possible. 
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Research Fellowships 1986-87 
The John Carter Brown Library will award approximately fifteen Research Fellowships for the year 

June 1, 1986- May 30, 1987 The regular John Carter Brown Library Fellowships carry a st ipend of 
$800.00 per month. These Fellowships arc open to Americans and to foreign nationals who arc engaged 
in pre- or post-doctoral, or indcpcncnt, research. (Foreign nationals arc advised that the monthly stipend 
may not be sufficient to cover all of a Fellow's travel and living expenses.) Recipients of all Fellowships 
arc expected to be in regular residence at the John Carter Brown Library and to participate in the 
intellectual life of Brown University. Therefore, preference may be given to applicants able to take up the 
Fellowship during the course of the academic year, September 1, 1986- May 30, 1987 

Applications will be judged by committees consisting of members of the Brown University Fac ul ty 
Liaison Committee to the Library and the National Advisory Council of the Library. Each Fellowships 
will be awarded on the basis of the applicant's scholarly qualifications, the merits of the project, and the 
appropriate/less <~{flu· i11quiry to the lwldiii.(!.S <~fthejo/111 Carter Broll'll Library One appointment each year, 
for up to three months, will be reserved for the recipient of the Jeannette D. Black Memorial Fellowship. 
Thi~ Fellowship is awarded to a scholar with a particular interest in research on the history of cartography 
or to one who intends to make considerable usc of early maps in his or her research. Application forms 
may be obtained from: The Dirator, The jo/111 Carter Bn>ll'll Lilnary, Box 1894, Prouidc11cc, R.I. 02912. 
Applications should be postmarked no later than February 1, 1986. Announcements of awards will be 
made before March 15, 19H(>. 

THE OBSERVATORY 
RARE & COMMON 
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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 
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IMCoS Symposium in Finland 

Visit to the Nordenskiold Collection 
One of the highlights of the IMCoS 

Symposium meeting in Helsinki was 
undoubtedly the specially arranged visit to the 
Nordenskiold Library. This great collection, 
housed deep in an air-conditioned suite 
underground at Helsinki University, is not open to 
the public. We therefore much appreciated the talk 
and tour given to us by the chief librarian Esko 
Hakli and his staff. 

A. E. Nordenski<)ld was born and brought up in 
Finland in the middk of the nineteenth n·ntury 
but spent the rest of his liti: in Swnkn. His tirst 
career was as .1 scientitit· miner.dugist k.1ding to 
membership of tlw Swedish l{u\·.d Ad.1Ce1m· of 
Sciences .111d t·uutur uf the Must'Uln uf N.1tur.d 
History tC.>r ftHlr dt·t ·.Hks. It \\',Is IHl\\\' \'l'r .Is .lll 
explorer t h.1t Nlmknsk i\ild g .tlned world rt'IHl\\'ll. 
I lis L'xpnlit ilHis tu Spllthngt'tt, Jut M.l\'ell isl.1nd 
and ( ;JH'Jll.tJJd hi tu h1s gn·.1t wnturt· of IH7H-HO 
whL·n hv lwl·.1Jllt' tht· tir .... t ttl tr.t\'LTSL' the North­
c:lst p.lss.tgt·. II h slllp l t\'d t r.twl k·d p.1st Nov.1ya 
/ ,L'IHiy.t .tnd Jt.t\ ' lg.ttnltht· st'.l.., ht't\\'l'ell the north 
l{u ........ i.tJI nu .... tiJJJt' .tJHI tht· pnm.me11t icc of the 
North [>uk; tiJJ.tlly cxitllt~·. through the Bning 
Str.tit .tftn spt'Jtdntg .1 wintn locked in the icc. 
Tht· uJtf .ultilkd dn·.tnls of Ike , Willoughby, 
B.tn'Jitsi', MoxuJt, .tnd othns, wne .It last realised . 

It w.ts u1tly in the l.tst two decades of his life, 
fro111 IXXO onw.trds, th.tt Nordenski()]d devoted his 
t illlL' to n>l kct ing .Jtl.tses and books of travel, and 
studying the history of cartography. His 
mJtst.tnding work 'bcsimile Atlas to the Early 
llistory of Cartography' with over 185 
illustr:tt ions is still in print as a large paperback, 
price \:IS. <JS, :1nd it remains an indispensable 
rd\.·ITIJCe hook t(x ;tl] serious collectors. As well as 
lllany of his scientific books, Nordenskiold's 
libnry contains ovn 24,000 maps from more than 
SOO atlases and from numerous books of travel and 
discovery. Only in the last few years has it been 
adequately catalogued, by Ann-Mari Mickwitz 
and Leena Mickkavaara, in three substantial 
volumes. Copies of virtually every 'standard' atlas 
arc to be seen; for instance, 51 out of 5(> of the 
known editions of Ptolemy between 1475 and 
1XX3. The story how Nordcnskiold systematically 
and persistently pursued rare items offered by 
leading dealers of the time- among them Muller 
of Amsterdam, Olschki of Venice, Rosenthal of 
Munich and Quaritch of London- is recounted in 
an exccilcnt booklet by Esko H:ikli: 'A. L. 
Nordenski<lld, a Scientist and his 
Library'(Hclsinki University Library, J<)XO). 

Regrettably, Nordcnskiold bought very kw 
separately-published maps . Thus - his two 
'Lafreri' atlases ap.1rt- his collection lacks .1 stock 

of rare, individual, maps and has no wall maps 
from the early period. The 1880s would have been 
an ideal time to gather up some unique and 
disappearing items by mapmakers such as 
Gastaldi, Postell, Vopell, Deventer and Verbiest; 
just to name a few. 

Lee n .1 M i c k kava a r a, part i c i pat in g in t T1e 
IMCoS Symposium, read one of the papers 
drawing on her unique knowledge o f the 
Nordenski61d material gained while preparing the 
ut.dogue for a decade or more , from 19M~ 

onw.1rds. Her ulk f(xussed on the 'r. r. r.' works in 
the col kerion: these were the relatively few works 
g1n·n .1 triple r.1rity r.lting by Norden s kiold 
hin1self when .1nnot.1ting his original card 
c.tt.1logue. He often refers to important, 
interesting or even 'very rare' items but 
surprisingly there .1re only nine 'r. r. r.' ones. They 
.1 r e as fo II ow s (a b s t r a c ted from L c c n a 
Miekbvaara's paper): 

I. Elias Capreolus, Hclia<' Capr<'oli in Chroniw d<' 
l?cl}{f s Hrixia . .. , 1505?. With a map of the 
environs of Brescia, bought from Olschki tor 125 
fr.1ncs in 1895. 

2. Ambrogio Leone, De i\ 'ola Opuswllllll ... , 
1514. With f()ltr small maps showing Nola, in the 
vicinity ofVesuvius and Herculaneum. 

3. Jan Huygen van Linschoten, Descriptio Ti>tius 
Cuin<'ae .. . , 15<)9, and 

4 . Jan Huygen van Linschoten, Dcscriprion clc 
LAIII<'riquc .. . , 1(>.3~ ; both v..:ith various nups. 
These two works by LinschPtl'll were of g re.1t 
interest to Nordenski()]d in his studies of the c.1rh· 
descriptions of A mcric1. They would I lot hL· 
counted 'r. r. r.' today. 

5. Petrus M.1rtyr, De Orhc I\!t>I'O . .. , IS~7 This 
edition of Petn M.1rtyr by l~ich.ml H .1kluyt h.1s .1 
nup of the Amcrius engr.tved by Leon.ndo 
Caulticri. It w .1s reproduced in the F.1 csimilc 
Atl.ts, tig. ~2. 

(>.Joseph Moxon, .-\ Hri<)i · /)iswur.;c (!{ cl HlsScl,(!<' 

hy tlu· i\Jc>rlh-J>o/c roJciJiclll, Chincl ctr .. . , 1(>74. This 
book includes .1 discourse about a passage to Japan 
.1nd ChilLI ;tcross the North-e.tst Passage, and 
heJlCL' ofp.1rticuL1r significance to Nordcnski6ld in 
\·inv of his owJl L'Xpedition f()rcing this route f()r 
tht· tir .... t tillle . 

7 .111d H. Joh .llllll'S de Stobnicza, lntrodu rtio in 
J>tc>lclllci . ... 1512 .llld 1519. In the 1X90s, prior to 
till' discovery of Waldcsccmiiller's great wall m.1p 
uf the wnrld of 1507, Stobnicza's work was 
.1rcorded a significance which can no longer be 
s u hst a 11 t i.1ted. 

<) . E.1rly sixteenth-century untitled globe gores . 
At the time, Nordemki<1ld infnrcd that these 
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woodcut gores could be dated within the period 
1511 to 1515. The same conclusions arc maintained 
in the current catalogue. However, subsequent 
research suggests that the gores probably date 
from a few years later, as an inscription on the 
map, near the island of Spagnola, refers to 
guaiacum wood which did not become known in 
Europe as a remedy for syphilis until about 1518. 
(Sec R . W Shirley, The Mapping of the World, 
Entry 43 and plate 44). In 1898 Rosenthal offered 
another set of the same gores, the fourth set 
known, for 8000 German marks. 

arranged for the sale of his library as a whole, and 
by means of a special subvention from the Tsar of 
Russia- Finland being part of the Russian empire 
at the time - the complete collection was bought 
by Helsinki University for 200,000 Finnish 
marks. A few years ago, in 1979, there was a 
special commemorative exhibition coupled with 
an international seminar. A review of the wide­
ranging papers presented at the 1979 seminar and 
later gathered together into a book is printed 
elsewhere in this Journal. 

After Nordenskiold died in 1901 his widow Rodney W Shirley 
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Map Exhibitions at the British Library 
The British Library exhibition of atlases, maps and globes entitled The Mirror of the World is to be 

given an extended viewing until 6th May 1986. Located in the Map Gallery of the British Library, 
Great Russell Street, London W C.1, this popular exhibition displays a selection of the most 
interesting cartographic materials acquired by the Map Library over the past decade. A leaflet about 
the Mirror of the World exhibition is available at the Map Gallery, or on application to the Map 
Librarian. 

A new exhibition to be entitled The city i11 maps: urban 111apping to 1900, is to be mounted from 4th 
June 1986 until 31st December 1987 The city in maps will portray the worldwide development of 
urban cartography from the time of the earliest printed maps and map-views of the 1480's until the 
end of the nineteenth century. The exhibition will consider the development of the modern street plan 
alongside the various other means of representing towns and cities from the middle ages to the 
industrial revolution. 
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Helsinki- A Happy Visit 
by Peter Batchelor 

Map Collectors, one would think, should know 
the world. However when we gathered together to 
go to Helsinki for the IMCoS Symposium at the 
end of September, it seemed that very few of us 
had been to Finland before and we knew very little 
about it. Perhaps we had been told that the Finns 
kept themselves to themselves, but from the 
moment that we arrived it became clear that the 
opposite was true and the whole time that we were 
in Finland we were involved in a splendidly 
organised tour of map appreciation combined 
with a social whirl. 

At the airport we were met by a smiling Aarno 
Piltz and Stig Soderstrom, a large bus and posies 
of flowers for the two ladies. We were taken to our 
hotel and hardly had time to check in before we 
were whisked off to a reception given by Osmo 
Kiikka the founder chairman of Chartarum 
Amici, the Finnish Map Collectors' Society and 
our hosts. His company manufactures paints and 
his collection of maps of Scandinavia, assembled 
over thirty years, is displayed in the corridors of 
the company's offices. After studying the maps we 
repaired to the bar so generously provided. All 
except Rodney Shirley, that is, who was so 
entranced by all the maps that he could not tear 
himself away. After than it was back to the hotel for 
supper. We kept passing signs that said Ravintola 
Restaurant and for a while we thought that the 
Ravintola company must have a monopoly of the 
restaurant business . We later discovered that 
Finnish is one of those languages that has its own 
word for restaurant. 

We were off early in. the morning to the very 
modern building of the National Survey 
Department, where our host was Taisto 
Saarentaus. It is a proud boast in Finland that it 
was the first country to produce a national atlas 
and we saw many fascinating documents both old 
and new- starting from plans produced in early 
surveys and finishing with examples of the four 
existing editions of the National Atlas and of parts 
of the fifth edition currently being prepared. We 
learnt how in Fin land the production of a national 
atlas had been something of a symbol in their 
struggle for independence. 

From there we went for lunch to a Russian 
restaurant and after that round the corner to the 
University with its lovely old library building. 
Then down to the lower depths where we were 
privileged to view the astonishingly rich 
Nordcnskiold Collection guided by Professor 
Esko Hakli and his colleagues. Privileged indeed­
it was a feast tor our eyes. The collection is so 

Aamo Pt!tz, Chairman o/ Char/arum Amia~ 
speaking at tl1e Helsinki Symposium. 

tightly guarded that even the Finnish members of 
the Chartarum Amici , to their chagrin, were nor 
allowed to join us. Nordenskiold was collecting 
towards the end of the l<Jth century and by the 
time of his death he had gathncd together one of 
the most outstanding libraries of Clrtogr.1pll\·. 
exploration and geography in thL· \\·orld. \\'hiL·h 
subsequently bcc\Illl' p.lrt of Hd,inki Uni,·cr~iry 
Library . 

In the cvL·ning \\'L' \\'LTC ciJtnt.lincd tu l'lll'kr.til-, 
and n1.1ps .lt thL· ( ;,d kri.l I )ucttu. h.1d .\ dunce ru 
meet our Finnish friends .md disn1~s \\'hnc tu 

visit during the ti.ll]m,·ing nwrning \\'hich \\'l' h.1d 
free. We h.Hl been thuughtfully prm·idcd with ,\ 
list of nup .1nd hook-sci krs, so we soon spread 
around the tm\'n looking f(x treasures . In the 
.lttnnoon \VL' ,\sscinhkd t()r the Symposium itself, 
which w.l~ in the Hotd Hclka. Aarno Piltz had all 
the spcakns ti1ned to the minute and even 
included ,\ few physical jerks in between the 
sessions to keep us up to the mark . The only talk 
that ran over time was that of Aarno himself! His 
enthusiasm for his own speciality of maps of 
K.1relia was such that we arc now all experts. 

The celebration Symposium Dinner was a very 
happy occasion , held at a restaurant which was a 
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tormer country house, in a lovely part of Helsinki. 
We were welcomed with a glass of champagne kir 
and wined and dined sumptuously. Our hosts 
Aarno Piltz and Stig Soderstrom demonstrated 
their command of the English language with 
elegant speeches and our side in our words of 
thanks showed that native English speakers could 
maintain the same high standard. 

A late night was made easier by the fact that the 
clocks were changed on Saturday night and we 
were due tor an extra hour in bed - most of us 
anyway. Stig made a mistake and arrived an hour 
early for the bus to take us to Porvoo and the 
l3atchdors nearly missed it completely but for the 
kindness of Muhtar Katircioglu coming to find 
them . Porvoo is a lovely old town mainly built of 
wood, it is 40 kilometres from Helsinki and was 
the capital of Finland in earlier days. Our guide 
showed us round the old town and we walked up 
the hill to the very attractive medievai cathedral. 
After that we returned to the bus and then visited 
the oldest library in Finland. This was the small 
school library of l3orga Gymnasium, which had a 
magnificent collection of antiquarian books and 
some wonderful examples of maps and atlases of 
great interest to us. It wJs quite a task to drag 

... 

everyone away to the Haikko Manor House tor a 
delicious buffet lunch. In the afternoon we 
continued on our drive through the lovely Finnish 
countryside to Frugard, the childhood home of 
Nordenskiold, which was of a most interesting 
design. It is a fine house with a large central room, 
an upstairs gallery, and surrounded by smaller 
rooms downstairs each with a magnificent 
enamelled stove. The bus returned to Helsinki 
after a very pleasant day and some members with 
stamina even went along to visit an Antiques Fair. 

Monday was the day tor a final look around the 
town bdore we left on Tuesday Jnd so we said 
goodbye and thank you to our hosts for an 
outst:mding trip. Absolutely everything was 
arranged tn perfection and we have some very 
happy memories. Most of our party came from 
England except f(x Prof Dr. Novak who came 
from Germany, Themis Strongilos who flew in 
from Greece and Muhtar and juli.1 Katircioglu 
from Turkey direct from a rail journey to China. 
We were all delighted with our visit. We cannot 
thank by name everyone who looked after us, but 
special thanks must go to Aarno Piltz, Jan Strang 
and Stig S()ckrstrbm, who t<.mned the organising 
committee, f(Jr all their hard work. 

• -= 

IA1CoS members cxamtilli(f! 17r book_r t!/c.r/a/c p/mu til t/1{' Nar/o11al BMrrl r!/SIIrt't')~ Hd.r/11k/. 
SMted [('11/re /~\ Aamo Pill:, Chairlllal/ t!/CI/{/r/amlll Am/r/, wit!! tl!c Soril'ly ~~ //{)_r/.ljrolll the BMrd e/SIIrt'('Y 

_1/{11/dti~(! bdlli!d lllill. 
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Finnish Connections 

At the IMCoS International Symposium in 
Helsinki, Alan Bartlett spoke about a selection of 
maps, and writings about maps, all of which 
made some special connection between Britain 
and Finland. 

At one point he showed two maps in turn 
which, unlikely as it seemed, had war as Jn 
unfortunate connection. The first was a plan of the 
small Sussex town oflewes: that by E. Creighton 
c.1835. The second was the 'Chart of the Baltic 
from Admiralty and Russian Surveys', by A. S.C. 
B lack, 1856. This chart, on an unusual and 
in teresting projection, illustrated the Baltic 
theatre of Anglo-French naval operations against 
the Russians during the Crimean War. At that 
time, of course, Finland was J GrJnd Duchy of 
Russia. 

The major battle there was the bombJrdment 
and capture of l3omarsund in the Abnd Islands 
during 1854. A lthough in itself a success, it 
achieved little overall, but did lead to the strange 
connection with far-away Lewes. Prisoners 
captured during the assJult were taken to Lewes 
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jail and, while they were not badly treated by the 
standards of the time, some died in jail before 
release cJme in 1856. In 1877 a monument was 
erected there which still reads: 'Erected by the 
Finlanders, Russian prisoners-of-war, memorial 
of their countrymen and fellow prisoners who 
died during their captivity in Lewes War Prison . ' 

Our illustration of the chart shows the 'Aiands 
Is.' at the southern end of the Gulf of l3othnia . 
Inset, bottom centre, is a small chart of the 
Helsinki area, showing the off-shore fortress of 
Sveabork, which was also subjected to massive 
bombardment during the war. A small group of 
IMCoS members, while in Helsinki, took a ferry 
trip to spend a fascinating couple ofhours walking 
around the fortress-island, now known by its 
Finnish name of Suomenlinna . After viewing the 
massive stone fortifications that covered the small 
island, the group was not surprised to learn that it 
was not captured during the engagement. 
Concensus was that whatever projectiles were 
available at that time must mostly have bounced 
right off! 

,, 
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International News 
by Alan Bartlett 

The major event of recent months was the 
highly succes~ful Symposium, and associated 
visits in and around Helsinki , enjoyed by IMCoS 
members and hosts Chartarum Amici. This is 
reported at some length el sewhere in the Journal. 

As a further benefit from this trip, your Society 
is very pleased to announce that Jan Strang, 
Secretary of Chartarum Amici, has accepted our 
invitation to represent us in Finland. He is a dealer 
in old books, prints and maps, and his address is : 

Antiikki- Kirja 
Kalevankatu 25 
SF- 00100 HELSINKI 

Jan wil I be pleased to meet and assist any 
member visiting Helsinki. He docs point out, 
however, that anyone wi shing to call on the 
Nordenskiold Col Icction must write to Helsinki 
University Library well in advance to obtain 
ag reement which. in any case , is only forthcoming 
for bona fide study or research. 

On a different matter, one of our new found 
friends in Chartarum Amici, Timo Rccnpaa , 
whose collecting interest includes maps of France, 
would very much like to hear from other Society 
members who share that interest. Please write 
direct to him at: 

Koydcnpunojankatu 2c2H 
SF- 001HO HELSINKI lH 

We arc delighted to announce the formation of a 
further offshoot of I MCoS, this time the Israel 
Map Col lectors' Society. The inaugural officers 
arc : 

President, Eran Laor 
Secretary, Eva Wajntraub 
Treasurer, I~onny Klein. 

The prime mover in starting this new Society is 
Eva Wajntraub, who has been welcome at several 
of our events in London, ,md in Cyprus t(x her 
wholehearted enthusiasm. 

IV<• arc' plcasf¥1 to announc<' thr '>irU1 of 

'"''!~ TSRl\F.L vv\P cnr.r.r:cmr.s SOC'l f:TV" 

and sha 1 l l:crp you inforl'1e<'l of our prooP!T'('. 

\'iC' hope that you will join our activities i" t''" r rurr. 

4 , Brenner Street. 
JC'rJsalem 921~ . 

T<> 1. : 6 1- 'l ~ 11 
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Er an Laor , Prf's :_r1cn t . 
Eva 1\'ajntr-luh , SPcrPtary. 
Ronny KlPin , TrPilSllrPr. 

Jaime Armcro reports from Spain that he is 
making good progress with the arrangements for 
the IMCoS International Symposium in 
Barcelona in Autumn 19H6. He already has great 
interest being shown by private collectors and 
dealers. He has also obtained the support of the 
Ayuntamiento de Barcelona - Directorate of 
Museums, and the Gcneralitat de Cataluiia- the 
regional government, in respect of exhibitivns, 
conference activities and appropriate visits. 

From central government in Madrid- the map 
department of the Uibliotcca Nacional has already 
offered to send rare and important maps to the 
exhibition s in Barcelona . 

This already looks like becoming another 
successful international event for I MCoS. The 
dntcs to pencil in yourdiarics_l(n· 1986 arc 3-5 Octoha 

We were very pleased to hear from our 
I~cprcscntative for South America, Dr. Lorenz 
Ctil ler Frers , when he w~1s in London recently. He 
is making every effort to promote the activities of 
the Society among the relatively small number of 
col lectors in the very large sub-continent that 
comprises his territory and he tells us that his 
eventual although necessarily long-term aim, is to 
organise an I MCoS Symposium in I~io de Janeiro . 

We were in teres ted to sec from the September 
issue of the newsletter of the Map So~.· iety of 
British Columbia, sent to us on an exchange basis, 
that J<JH(> is the centennial year f(x Vancouver. 
Their Society is meeting with two regional 
i n s t i t u t i o n s o f s u r v L' y o r s t o o r g a n i s e a 
chronological exhibition of maps showing the 
development of the Lower Mainland and 
Vancouver. This name .1ccords well with the 
expected theme of 'Explorers' M.1ps' for our 
London Symposium at the Royal Geographical 
Society on 21 June, J<JX(L Captain George 
Vancouver was described as having carried out 
'perhaps the most arduous survey that it had fa! len 
to any navigator to undertake', that of the intricate 
north-west coast of A me rica from J<fN to (>I 0 N . 

0 u r I~ e p res en t a t i v e for I c e L1 n d , K j ,\ r ten 
Cunnarsson, was asked by Morgunbladid, the 
biggest d.1ily nL'WspapL'r in the country to tell 
them about the I MCoS llJHS London Symposium. 
This resulted in an interview and then a two page 
spread in the issue of ·2H July, with numerous 
photographs, not only of maps, but of Kjartan 
himself with even more maps. Your International 
Secretary can report that the name of IMCoS 
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featured prominently, but can tell you little else of 
the written content, not having any Icelandic. 
This drives home the point that we members of 
I MCoS whose native tongue is English are very 
fortunate to have so many fellow members around 
the world who speak our language so well, 
something for which quite a few of us were most 
appreciative while in Helsinki recently. 

Last but not least, the Society is grateful to our 
Representative in Canada. Ed Dahl, for donating a 
number of interesting items earlier thi~ year. In 
July, Ed was both Chairman and Programme 
Organiser for the highly successful Eleventh 
International Conference on the History of 
Cartography held in Ottawa, which a number of 
IMCoS members attended and enjoyed. 

Catalogues Received 

RICHARD B. ARKWAY INC. 538 Madison 
Ave., New York NY 10022, USA. Tel: (212) 751-
8135. Catalogue XXVII. Antique Maps. 44pp, 
188 entries, numerous illus. 

LIBRERIA ANTIGUARIA CATEDRAL; c. 
Mcrceria No. 20, 43003 Tarragona, Italy. 
Catalogue No. 15. 13pp, over 200 entries. Illus. 
Books and maps. 

MRS D. M. GREEN, Antique Maps. 7 Tower 
Grove, Wcybridge, Surrey KT13 9LX. Tel: (1932) 
241105. Map List No. 8 South Eastern and Home 
Counties. 1985. 12pp, entries by counties. 

JAMES NORWICH AUCTION LTD; 33 
Timbcrhill, Norwich, Norfolk NR1 3LA. Tel: 
(1603) 624817/625369. An Auction of Postage 
Stamps, Antiquarian Maps and Prints, Cigarette 
and Pbying Card~, Saturday, September ~8th, 
1985. 

JONATHAN POTTER LTD; No. I Grafton 
Street, London W1 X 3LI3. Tel : 01-491 3520. 
Selection of Fine, Decorative and lbre Old Maps. 

The World and North America. 72pp, over 200 
entries, numerous illustrations . 

THE JOHN MONCKTON GALLERY LTD; ~07 
West Superior, Chicago, Ill. 60610 USA. Tel: (3 1~) 
266-1171. Catalogue One. A selection of 55 Rare 
Maps . 48pp, each map illustrated with detailed 
descriptions and references. 

JOHN LEWCOCK, Bookseller; 4 Cobble Yard, 
Napier Street, Cambridge CB 1 1 HP Maritime 
Travel, Theatre and Scholarly. 19pp, 1 illus. and 
197 entries. 

THOMAS SUAREZ RAREBOOKS; ~142 
Broadway, New York, NY 10023. Tel: (212) 877-
7468. Catalogue VII, 1985. A Catalogue of Fine 
Rare Books spanning 1501 to 1906, including 
voyages, atlases, medieval texts, geographies and 
illustrated books. 44p, numerous illustrations. 

TOOLEY ADAMS & CO. LTD; 83 Marylebone 
High Street, London W 1M 4AL. Tel: 01-486 9052. 
A List of Bibliographies and Works of Reference 
on all aspects of Cartography. No . ~. Over 200 
entries. 

Forthcoming Events 

1 March, 1986 

24 May, 1986 

3 June 1986 

21-22 J unc 1986 

22 June 1986 

3-5 October 1986 

Auction of Antiquarian Maps by James of 
Norwich, at the Hotel Nelson, Norwich at 2pm. 

Same detail as above. 

'City in Maps' exhibition at the British Library 
(sec News Page for details). 

Annual Symposium at the Royal Geographical 
Society 

IMCoS Map Fair at the Forum Hotel 

Barcelona (Spanish Symposium) 
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Peregrinations of a Map Collector 

by Clifford Stephenson, director of IMCoS 

The only text book of my schooldays to survive 
in my library is dated 1917. The first chapter 
heading is 'The Representation of the Earth, 
subtitled Maps Scales and Distances'. The 
survival of only this book suggests that even in my 
youth there was in me a seed of a map collector. 
The seed first weakly sprouted when forty years 
ago I bought my second book about maps entitled 
simply 'Maps'; by Alexander D'Agapeyeff and E. 
C. R. Hadfield, Oxford University Press, 1942. 
I've just re-read it; it is simply written but 
informative; describing first the methods used in 
surveying, then helpful descriptions of the many 
different projections used in mapmaking. The 
second half of the book is entitled 'The Early Map 

. Makers' those known to map collectors, from 
Ptolemy via Saxton, Blacu and Speed and Ogilby 
to Greenwood and Cary. The book was too early 
to include in its Bibliography the doyen of map 
collectors, our R. V Tooley, but does quote 
Chubb, Close and Fordham. 

After this solitary sprouting my interest lay 
dormant unti11955, thirty years ago, on holiday in 
our Chairman's county. In Malmesbury, where 
we, as holiday makers do, browsed casually 
through the stock in an old mill full of antiques, 
with little interest to buy until one solitary item, 
an old map, caught my eye. Enquiry revealed that 
this map, of my native county, Yorkshire, came 
from a Speed atlas that the dealer was 'breaking'. It 
was pick-where-you-like, the maps were all one 
price 0 lOs. (£750), not quite such a small sum 
then as it seems now, but cheap all the same, 
especially as they were from the Latin edition in 
fine condition and coloured. In discussion the 
dealer bemoaned that whereas that atlas cost him 
£200 the next would cos t £300. Though acting in 
complete ignorance, I soon bought three other 
maps from the same atlas - I was wiser than I 
knew, I quickly added a few more old maps when, 
feeling that I had enough maps on the walls, I 
rested 0n my laurels, until, in Chelsea Antique's 
Fair, I met Baynton-Williams (perc) who with 
little difficulty persuaded me that the set of three 
Ogilby's Coventry the road from London to 
Richmond Yorks, was just what I needed. I bought 
them at the bargain price £8.50. It is a constant 
pleasure that looking out of my window, I can sec a 
furlong away, but now disused, part of that 1675 
old road, shown on the map I bought in Chelsea. 

My rekindled interest in old maps was fanned by 
our local Librarian who, knowing that my local 
government activities on the Council took me to 

16 

London quite frequently suggested that I visit one 
or two old book dealers he knew, who also sold old 
maps. I may surprise more recent recruits to our 
hobby that only a little more than 20 years ago 
dealers were so few that a collector soon knew 
them all. At that time, I only knew two London 
dealers with truly representative stocks. Francis 
Edwards in Marylebone High Street, where Mr 
Tooley presided over an extensive map department 
(now Tooley-Adams & Co.) and gave invaluable 
information and guidance to Tyros like me; and 
Mr. Bay ton-Williams then in Bruton Street at 
South Kensington. Maggs Bros. in Berkeley 
Square had a smaller selection which by repeated 
visits I got to know almost as well as they did. 
Quite soon my arrivals home from London were 
regularly met with the question 'What have you 
bought this time?' . Usually it was still another 
map, or two. 

Somewhere, I don't know where, I saw an advert 
for £5 parcels of old maps- a 'lucky dip' in which I 
dipped with subsequent great advantage. Several 
Mordens and Carys, Tccsdalc large Yorkshire and 
Bowens World, to mention only a few, were 
amongst the bargains from these 'lucky dips'. 

In Cecil Court off Charing Cross Road was 
Louis Meier, surely the most remarkable of all 
'characters' in the map trade. Said to be a Swiss 
who came to England to work in a Swiss bank, he 
became an avid collector of old prints and maps 
and kindred antiques in catholic variety; these he 
displayed - or rather stored - in a narrow shop, 
perhaps nine feet wide. His stock was piled in 
con fusion down each side of the shop and 
overflowed to leave only a narrow path down the 
middle where would-be customers stepped 
fearfully. He was an old man of few words, of 
rather broken English, if he liked you, he would 
dig out- almost literally- what you asked for, if he 
didn't like you 'I haven't got one' was his reply 
without looking. The whole atmosphere and he 
himself were Dickensian - a microcosm of past 
days. The window 'display' scarcely changed 
from year to year- not that this mattered, the glass 
was seldom cleaned. I bought maps there from 
time to time but still wonder how he came to have 
two copies of the same first edition Saxton in his 
Cumberland folder. I bought them both. A 
somewhat macabre shadow hung over the shop, a 
few years earlier a murder had been committed in 
it. 

Though I have made a few fortunate purchases 
over the years, I have had only one real 'find'. A 



friend's friend bought a business and found a 
brown paper parcel on the top of the office 
cupboard, in it an old atlas so filthy that the dirt 
had to be swept off it. I as the so-called 'expert' 
was asked to appraise it and eventually to buy it 
which I did, not having seen, tucked in the back of 
the atlas two manuscript maps. One was of no 
significance, but the other after long research and 
enquiry proved to be of considerable importance 
to American historians. The story of its history 

. and adventures which resulted in it finally resting 
in the Library of Yale University I have told 
elsewhere - but how this American manuscript 
map came to be in that old atlas in Huddersficld, 
England, will be for ever a mystery. 

I think that most map collectors will agree that 
the two best developments in our hobby have been 
the founding of a magazine devoted to it: Tlze Map 
Colleaor and our Society. We arc all greatly 
indebted to the vision and enterprise of Malcolm 
Young and Yasha Beresiner who conceived and 
promoted the Society, to Rodney Shirley who 
presides over and contributes so much learning to 
it and to the Officers who gratuitiously give so 
much of their time, knowledge and effort. 

Both the magazine and the Society make 
invaluable contributions to our knowledge and 
pleasure. It has been a great satisfaction to me to 
have association with both of them; as a 

contributor to the first and as a participant in the 
activities of the second. I look back on the IMCoS 
meeting at York last summer, which with the 
much lamented late Heather Lawrence I 
organized, as the happiest of my map collecting 
experiences and my appointment as Director of 
IMCoS, as my greatest cartographical honour. 
Incidentally, when I asked Malcolm Young what 
was my qualification for the honour his reply was, 
'Well, you're our most ancient member'- what a 
qualification! 

Now, 30 years and 500 maps after I started this 
fascinating hobby, I tend to 'rest' on my 'oars'. 
Such maps as I might still aspire to are likely to 
cost more than I wish to spend. but those I have 
and what I read in the Collector and Journal give me 
continued pleasure, as do the meetings Jnd 
conferences and fairs I attend and as do the many 
friends I've made through this delightful hobby. 

Being in my ninth decade I occasion,d ly 
speculate on what should happen to my col kerion 
eventually, as many others have done about theirs. 
On the whole I think that failing a family interest 
in maps they are best put on the market, so 
providing for another generation the pleasure and 
excitement we have enjoyed in the hunt and 
acquisition. As someone truly said, collectors of 
antiques arc merely trustees for the next 
generadon of collectors. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Although sent to Valerie Scott, Editor of The 
/\1ap Collector, I thought other members of the 
committee and IMCoS would like to read It. 
Many congratulations to l~odney Shirley. Ed. 

Dear Valerie, 
Although it is now some weeks after the IMCoS 

dinner and presentation, may I write and thank 
you, and the other members of your committee for 
the great honour bestowed on me through the 
IMCoS-Tooley Award. 

My astonishment and surprise when you made 
the announcement was 100% genuine so it must 
have been a well-kept secret. Please pass my great 
pleasure and appreciation onto your colleagues on 
the committee. 

Rodney W Shirley 
Sweet Briar 
Long Grove 
Seer Green 
Buckinghamshire HP9 :2QH 

Dear Editor, 
According to Kocman's Atlantes Neerlandici vol. 

3 (1969) p.136 the introductory section to Gerard 
and Leonardus Valek states the tollowing: 'In 16H7, 
Gerard Valek with his wife and son Leonard, 
moved into a house full of cartographical history: 
the house on the Kalverstraat, ncar the Dam, 
where Clement de Jonghe had lived .... Some 
years afterwards, they moved into the house where 
the Hondius family had lived: "op den Dam in de 
Wakkerc Hond".' This obviously leaves one in 
doubt as to exactly when the Valek family changed 
their address. 

In 1978 whilst consulting the RGS copy oL'\'ou11 
toti11111 ,'.!,l'O,'.!,raphica telluris pn~jeaio (Koeman, 
Atlantes Neer., Vol 1) I noticed, at the toot of the 
typographic contents list, a pasted-on imprint. 
The contents list itself is headed in Dutch .t11d 

Latin: Naam-register/Van de volgended/Land­
kaarten. /Elcnchus/Tabularum & Charta rum 
gcographicorum. /[list, in Latin, of75 plates j/ . .. 
The original imprint reads 'In de Kalver~traat 
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[ ... J Anno MDCCVI.'; the pasted-over amend­
ment reads 'Op den Dam, in de Wakkeren Hond./ 
[ ... ]/Anno MDCCV I./Cum Privilegio. '. Thus 
we now know the precise year of the Valcks' 
removal. 

This small piece of information is not to be 
found in, for example, Typograplzi & bibliopolae 
Neerfandici usque ad annum MDCC thesaurus = 
T h e s a u r u s N e e r f a n d s c b o e k d r u k k e r s e 11 
boekrlerkopers tot 1700: met pfaatsw e~1 jaren van 
werkzaamheid by J. A. Gruys and C. De Wolf 
(Nieuwkoop: De Graaf, 1980), with English 
translation of the 'Introduction' by H . S. Lake. 
This reference book's 'Introduction' explains: 
'Some regrettable but unavoidable limitations on 
the scope of the Thesaurus derive from the fact that 
most or all of the imprint catalogues used [those of 

the Royal Library, Amsterdam; and the 
University Libraries of Amsterdam, Leiden, and 
Utrecht] happen not to cover the eighteenth 
century, give no addresses or trade signs ... and so 
on ... ' . Regrettably, therefore, what would at first 
sight of the title seem to promise detailed and 
essential dating information for researchers and 
collectors cannot be utilized. 

I trust that this small piece of information may be 
of interest to some of your readers . 

Yours sincerely 
Francis Herbert 
Map Room 
Royal Geographical Society 
1 Kensington Gore 
London SW7 2AR 

New Directory of UK Map Collections 
by Terry Kay 

The Map Curators' Group of the British 
Cartographic Society has recently published A 
directory of UK map collections, second edition (Map 
Curators' Group Publication No. 3). Over 500 
individual map curators and librarians have 
contributed entries to this directory which was 
compiled under the editorship of Ian Watt of the 
University of Sussex. The directory is greatly 
expanded from the first edition which was 
published in 1983. Institutions for which entries 
are provided include the National Libraries, the 
other legal deposit (copyright) Libraries, County 
Record Offices, Public Libraries , University 
Libraries and some private institutions and 
societies. Each entry, which is alphabetical by 
parent organisation, includes the name of the 
person responsible for the col lcction , the opening 
hours, res trictions (if any) on usc, facilities 
available and a brief description of the collection 
concerned. 

Special collections and 'strengths' arc 
id entified where appropriate. The larger 
collections, such as those held in the National 
Libraries , contain many special collections which 
could not all be separately listed in a general 
directory of this t ype. However the directory is 
useful in identifying the special collections in 
other institutions such as, for instance, the County 
Record Offices. As an example of this is that the 
Cambridgeshire Record Office at Huntingdon 
identifies separately its collection of printed maps 
of France, Germany, Austria, Italy and the Low 
Countries (1660-1835, 60 items). The National 
Railway Museum at York is listed as holding an 
'almost complete collection of Railway Clearing 
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House and Airey railway maps; and 19th century 
published railway maps'. However, before the 
railway map enthusiasts look up the train 
timetables to York they should note that the 
reference library facilities at the National Railway 
Museum are only available by prior appointment, 
for which tickets may be available on successful 
application. Furthermore this particular library is 
only open for certain restricted hours between 
Tuesdays and Fridays of each week. A constant 
theme running throughout the directory is of the 
need for prior appointments to be made. Many of 
the collections listed are naturally only to be used 
for reference purposes; photocopying restrictions 
apply not only to maps published within the past 
50 years (i.e. protected by the 1956 UK Copyright 
Act), but also to antique maps which may not be 
photocopied for reasons of conservation. 

I cannot stress strongly enough to any potential 
users of the map collections held in libraries that 
they should always contact the institution 
concerned well in advance of a visit. A personal 
touch of the directory is to provide the name of the 
curator in charge of the relevant collection. 
Obviously this information will be subject to a 
fair degree of change but nevertheless this 
approach is to be welcomed. The intended 
audience of the directory appears to be wider than 
just those employed as professional librarians, 
curators and information workers . I genuinely feel 
that it is also a directory to be used and consulted 
by those members of the general public who are 
interested in maps and mapmakers . 

Any publications produced by map libraries are 
also listed under the relevant entries. Swansea 



City Council publications include, for example, 
Air raids on Swansea (1981) which contains 
facsimiles of Luftwaffe target maps of the area; 
Hull Library service publications include The 
development of Kingston Upon Hull shown throu,gh 
contemporary maps and views (1973, reprinted 1983); 
East Lothian District Libraries have produced 
facsimiles of Wood's plm1 of Haddir1gton, 1819, and 
of Wood's plan of Dunbar, 1830. 

A further feature of the directory is the three 
indexes to be found at the back of the book. Firstly 
the alphabetical listing is very helpful as entries are 
made under all the likely headings. The Barnet 
Library collection, for instance, is listed under 
both Barnet and the London Borough of Barnet. 
Secondly an index of 'geographical location' is 
provided. Thus, under the entry for Kent, the 
eleven individual institutions located in that 
county are to be found. 

The third index is to 'keywords, cartographers, 
special collections, areas of coverage, etc.'. This 
index is useful in locating the whereabouts of such 
named collections as the Whitaker or the Beudeker 
collections but it is naturally dependent upon 
those collections having already been separately 
listed by the curators concerned when 
contributing their entries. Many of the subject, or 
keyword headings, such as those for air 
photographs, fire insurance plans and for satellite 
imagery do not identify all the libraries where 
such material is to be found. Goad insurance 
maps, featured in the Map Collector of December 
1984, are listed under the main entries for Sheffield 
and for Nottingham public libraries but curiously 
are not picked up in the keywords index. Only the 
fire insurance plans held by the London Borough 
of Hackney are listed in the directory (other than 
the Goad plans mentioned above) which therefore 
provides a distorted picture as sets of these plans 
are held in the National Libraries and many other 
map collections in the UK. Similarly the only 
copy of Ptolemy's Ceo,f?raphy identified by this 
keywords index is held by the Wisbech and 
Fenland Museum. The curator of this museum 
singled out this atlas, of which no doubt the 
museum is justly proud to have a copy in its 
collection, whereas no other curator mentioned 
Ptolemy. Yet as readers this Journal will know we 
are very fortunate to have many copies of the 
various editions of Ptolemy's Ceo,~raphy residing 
in the UK in our national, university and special 
libraries. 

Potential users of this directory will, however, 
enjoy using the index to locate such esoteric 
entries as 'mines abandonment plans,' 
'handkerchief maps' and 'Commissioner ofSewers 
maps 1747-1818.' Saxton's wall map of 1583 is 
identified via the keywords index as being held by 
the Birmingham public libraries where 
incidentally around 60 pre-1700 atlases are also 
located. One unusual entry that catches the eye is · 

for 'Peter Liddle's' (in Sunderland) which can only 
be consulted by prior arrangement with Mr 
Liddle. His 'personal experience archive' includes 
several hundred 1914-18 war front maps, some 
solely of the trenches, as well as Russian, French, 
German and Turkish war front maps of this 
period. 

Ian Watt and the Map Curators' Group of the 
British Cartographic Society are to be 
congratulated on the sterling work that has led to 
the publication of this directory. There appears to 
be some gaps as not all the institutions approached 
replied to the questionnaire sent out by the Map 
Curators' Group. Nevertheless these gaps arc 
minor and do not detract in any appreciable way 
from the achievements of the publication. The 
generous financial sponsorship of the map firm 
McCarta Ltd in the publication of this directory is 
worthy of special praise. 

Copies of the directory are available at the very 
reasonable price of £4.50 (UK or Eire) and ~5.50 
(Overseas) on application to Chris Perkins, 
Convenor of the Map Curators' Group, British 
Cartographic Society, c/o John Rylands 
University Library of Manchester, Deansgatc 
Building, Deansgatc, Manchester, Great 
Manchester, M3. Cheques and postal orders 
should be made out to the British Cartographic 
Society. 

Finally I should mention that the second edition 
of the World directory <if map collectio11s compiled by 
the Geography and Maps Section of IFLA 
(International Federation ofLibrary Associations) 
is currently in the press. It is anticipated that this 
directory will be reviewed in the Journal sometime 
during 1986. 

Classified 

Oldfield Antique Maps & Prints. We special­
ise in British maps 1600-1850, Also early o/s 
maps. Send for free list of your area. We are 
also keen buyers. 34 Northam Rd, South­
ampton S02 OPA. Tel: (0703) 38916. 

English County Map specialist. Lists sent. 
MRS D. M. GREEN, 7 Tower Grove, 
Weybridge, Surrey. Tel: 0932 241105. 

JOHN TROTTER 11 Laurel Way, London. N20 
Tel: 01-445 4293. Specialist in maps, prints, 
books of the near and middle east. 
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REVIEW 

Papers of the Nordenskiold Seminar ... 
September 12-15, 1979. Edited by Kerkko 
Hakulinen and Arvo Peltonen. Helsinki, 1981. 250 
x 175 mm, 246 pp (incl. 108 black-and-white 
illustrations). ISBN 951-99297-3-8. 

The year 1979 was an auspicious one, for two 
reasons, to hold an international seminar in 
Finland focussing on the great explorer and map 
collector Adolf Eric Nordenskiold. The first was 
the wish to commemorate his vrga expedition and 
its successful navigation through the North-east 
Passage for the first time in 1878-79. The second 
reason was the wish to celebrate the publication of 
the first volume of the catalogue of the A. E. 
Nordenskiold collection. This collection contains 
about 24,000 early maps and is one of the most 
valuable deposits in the Helsinki University 
Library. 

The 18 papers presented at the seminar were 
partly rewritten and then specially illustrated for 
reprinting in this substantial paperback book of 
246 pages . The breadth of topics covered can be 
seen from the reproduction of the contents page 
(opposite), with the first four papers dealing with 
Nordcnskiold's life and his collections of minerals, 
maps and scientific instruments. Two long and 
scholarly articles from Professor Koeman and 
Gunter Schilder then recount the earlier attempts 
to explore and map the North-cast Passage 
followed by wider-ranging papers on early maps 
generally and on Finnish mapping in particular. 

20 

GRAFK 
DESIGN & PRINT 

126 Lane End Road, 
High Wycombe, Bucks 

Telephone: (0494) 3527112/3 

Among these is an excellent esssay 'Early maps as 
historical and scientific documents' by Helen 
Wallis of the British Library Map Library. Finally 
three papers cover the collecting and archiving of 
maps. 

The contributors include map historians, 
general scholars and collectors; all speaking with 
authority. Yet somehow the papers are without 
exception fresh, easily written, and free from 
academic jargon. Hence they are a delight to dip 
into for information, new understanding, and 
pleasure. Among the authors are Stig Jaatinen, 
Esko Hakli, Lecna Miekkavaara, Henry 
Tuderman, Aarno Piltz, Taisto Saarentaus and A. 
Sakari Haro. All (in addition to Arvo Peltonen, 
one of the editors) were participants in the 1985 
IMCoS Helsinki Symposium and if I personally 
omitted to congratulate them on their earlier 
authorship, then may I now do so. The 
Nordenskiold Semirwr is a most worthwhile book 
to read and browse into; it is not normally on sale 
but is now available on loan through the IMCoS 
Library. 

At the celebration Dinner of the 1<)85 I MCoS 
Symposium in Helsinki, your President wJs 
presented with this book on behalf of I MCoS by 
Aarno Piltz of Clzartamm Amici, organisers of the 
Sympsoium weekend. The Society expn:sscs its 
warm appreciation to Aarno Piltz JIH.I his 
colleagues for this gift. 

l~odney W Shirley 

A design and print 
company 

specialising in 
the production of 

hooks and catalogues 
for the 
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world 
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Taisto Saarentaus : 

M aupertuis at the Polar Circle, 1736-1737 

When thinking about the greatest insights of the 
human intellect, the first things to enter our mind 
are probably Fleming's penicillin, or Henry Ford's 
T-model or- perhaps just Winterhalter's zipper. 

As is known they have indeed all been 
important, but if we think about it a little more 
profoundly, we find even greater insights- such as 
the revolutionizing fact published and 
scientifically proved by Nicolas Copernicus in 
1543, stating that the earth is not a pancake but 
round and rotating like a ball. 

The earth is a ball ... 
Copernicus - like all great inventors - had his 

own opponents and sceptics. Nevertheless, the 
truth overcame little by little and even his envious 
colleague scientists abandoned their pancake and 
accepted Copernicus' ball as their place of 
residence. 

However, this scientific calmness had lasted 
only about one and a half centuries when new 
scientists - the English Sir Isaac Newton in the 
lead- already started to squeeze Copernicus' balI 
into a misshapen form. Newton concluded that 
since the interior of the ball is soft magma, its 
rotating motion apparently causes the ball to 
flatten at its poles. 

. . . or at least almost a ball ... 

Newton's contemporary and the director of the 
observatory in Paris, Jacques Cassini, hastened to 
make some measurements near Paris, but on their 
basis he came to the opposite conclusion: the earth 
is stretched out at its poles! 

These two famous scientists of their time both 
fortified themselves with their supporters behind 
their own scientific authority, causing chc 
scientific world of the time to fall into an annoying 
state of uncertainty. 

Two already then lively functioning academics 
of science and letters, the English Royal Society 
and the French Academic des sciences, considered 
it now their duty to start clearing up this 
controversy. 

Maupertuis takes hold of the matter 

In the sphere of the French Academy worked an 
eager Newtonian, mathematician and astronomer 
Pierre-Louis Moreau de Maupertuis, who started 
planning to send two expeditions to different parts 

of the earth in order to solve with measurements 
the problem of the shape of the earth. 

The French Academy got the financing 
arranged and so an expedition was first ,sent in 
1735 to the equator, to Peru in South America, and 
another a year later to the polar circle in 
Scandinavia. Maupertuis offered himself as the 
leader of the latter expedition. 

The task of the expeditions was to define by 
astronomical methods the length of one degree of 
the meridian arc separately on the equator and on 
the polar circle, which would bring different 
results, if the earth was not round. At the same 
time it would be found out whether the earth is 
flattened or stretched at its poles. 

Maupertuis' departure 

Maupertuis left Paris in the direction of the 
polar circle on the 20th April 1736. 

As we know, these days people fly with a 
Concorde aeroplane from Paris to the polar circle 
in less than two hours to meet Finland's Santa 
Claus, but in Maupertuis' time one had to allow 
slightly more time for the journey. The expedition 
travelled partly by horse- drawn carriages and 
partly by boat. On arriving in Tornio town it was 
the 21st ofJune, two months had passed since their 
departure . 

Abbe O uthier 

Maupertuis had some assistants with him. One 
of them was a priest, A bbc Reginald Outhicr. 
Maupcrtuis presumably chose him to be the 
expedition's shepherd of the fold partly because 
Outhicr was an enthusiastic astronomer and 
therefore he could also be made usc of in the 
surveys . 

From our point of view Abbe Outhicr is a very 
important person- he kept a precise diary during 
the expedition of everything he had seen and after 
the expedition he wrote a travel report called 
'Journal d'un Voyage au Nord', which has spread 
around the world as translations and is amusing 
and easy to understand to anybody. I also partly 
base this causerie of mine on this report. 

The conditions on arriv ing 

The polar circle docs lie rather far north, and the 
climate there is arcticly severe. But it was 
midsummer when the expedition came to its 
destination, and the surveys could be started in 
tolerable conditions . 



Perhaps the only noteworthy problem at 
midsummer in that area is caused by mosquitoes, 
which immediately dashed in swarms of billions 
to gorge on the sweet blood of the southern 
VISitors. 

The expedition endured bravely the attacks of 
the mosquitoes and started promptly surveying 
the triangulation network extending from the 
Tornia church to the Kittisvaara hill in Pcllo. The 
length of the area to be surveyed was slightly over 
a hundred kilometres and the only actual traverse 
was the Tornio river which flows across the area. 

Outhier's vivid description gives us a clear 
picture of the difficulties that the wilds of the polar 
circle brought upon the expedition. Surveying 
instruments were large-sized and heavy at the 
time, so dragging the devices tens ofkilometres in 

a pathless wilderness was an enormous task. The 
board and the lodging of the expedition were 
naturally also quite primitive. 

Maupertuis was conscious of his responsibility 
as a scientist. From Outhier's report it becomes 
evident that Maupertuis didn't allow the difficult 
conditions to cripple the scientific execution of the 
work. All surveys were carried out with great 
care, often waiting patiently many days and nights 
in the wilds for suitable weather. 

The winter interrupted the work 

The brief summer of the polar circle turned 
quickly into autumn and winter, which 
interrupted the actual field work already in 
October, when snow began to fall. The expedition 
had to return to Tornio town to pass the winter. A 
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long and dark winter awaited them in the North, 
which was rather defective in its conveniences. 
Social life in the little town ofTornio was not very 
lively at the time, and only two persons in the 
locality were French-speaking. In addition to them 
there were a few clerics, who could be 
communicated with in Latin. 

However, the winter had one advantage. The 
intense cold froze the Tornio. river, which made 
possible the measurements o(quite a long base line 
along the ice. A base line 14 kilometres long was 
measured twice and the difference between these 
measurements was only approximately 10 
centimetres. The instruments and the conditions 
taken into consideration was also this 
measurement surprisingly accurate. The base line 
gave the triangulation network a perfect scale. 

Peculiar habits of the people 
During the winter Abbe Outhicr wrote 

diligently down in candlelight his observations of 
local conditions and of the people's way oflifc. He 
narrates for example that small elks (reindeer) 
were kept as domestic animals, which one could 
ride and fly swift as an arrow across the thick 
snowdrifts. The Lapps ran after them on the snow 
with lona boards tied on their feet and completely 
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ignored the cold, which congealed hard as tin not 
;nly one's blood but also the content of the wine 
bottles brought along from France. 

Another shock was the local custom of bathing 
in rooms heated up to infernal temperatures, 
where people whipped themselves with bundles of 
brushwood at the same time increasing the heat by 
pouring water on the glowing piles of stones, from 
which rose a steam which burnt one's skin red. On 
top of all this the people rushed out into the frost 
to crawl in the icc-cold snow. 

Although Abbe Outhicr's memoirs contain 
some exaggeration at places, they are mainly to the 
point and contain plenty of valuable ethnological 
observations. They give a good picture of the 
livitw conditions in that remote nook of the world 
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two and a half centuries ago . 

The final work and the return trip 

The interrupted surveys could be continued in 
May the following year. Swiftly, though with no 
carelessness, the surveys were accomplished and 
the expedition could start its way back on the 10th 
of June 1737. The rome was the same as before, 
they just stopped at the Falun coppermincs in 
Central Sweden for a week. They were back in 
Paris on the 20th of August 1737. The journey had 
lasted a year and four months altogether. 

The results 

As a result of the journey Maupertuis could soon 
declare that the Newtonian theory, according to 
which the earth was flattened at its poles, was 

correct. A companson with the results of the Peru 
expedition showed that the dimension for the 
compression was 1:204. The value itself is rather 
incorrect- we consider the value 1:297 calculated 
by Hayford as the correct value- but even so it was 
to the right direction. 'Maupertuis flattened both 
the world and Cassini', mocked the Newtonians . 

The dimensions of the earth have later been 
defined several times, getting always more 
accurate, but there has been no change in the 
direction of the compression. More recent 
scientists have in fact found many kinds of 
mistakes in Maupertuis' surveys, but by chance 
the combined effect of these mistakes led in the 
right direction. With bad luck the opposite might 
have happened and the earth would have flattened 
the wrong way for many years to come. 

'Fortune favours the courageous', says the song 
and a courageous scientist Maupertuis surely was, 
daring to confront the arctic conditions of the 
North to the benefit of science. For this 
achievement he certainly deserves to get his name 
permanently in the history of science. 

Next year it will be two ~nd a half centuries 
since Maupertuis left on his expedition . The event 
will be celebrated at least by the Swedes in a 
noticeable manner. As the surveys were for all that 
done on present Finnish ground, this 'breaking 
start' in light causerie style is perhaps permitted 
from . the Finnish quarter. 

Authentic Antique Maps 
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e Worldwide Postal Business 
WELL HOUSE, ARNESBY, LEICESTER LE8 3WJ . 

(Tel : 053 758 462) 

e Monthly Exhibitor 
BONNINCTON HOTEL 

Map and Print Fairs 

"MC' thmkes 1t would well please any man to look upon a 

GeographiCal map. to behold as 1t were, all the remote 

Prov1ncC' S. Town('~, C111e s of the world " 

from Anatomy of Melantholy - Robert Burton 1621 

EnqumC' S wC'It omc• tram all o vC'r the wo rld 

Speual dN o unh for postal collettors and thC' tradC' 
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J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
7 NEW OXFORD StREET, 
LONDON, WC1 A 1 BA 

Telephone: 01-405 027 415 

Comprehensive stock of maps of 
all parts of the world from the 

16th to the 19th centuries. 

We particularly specialise 
in small, early maps. 

Lists published periodically but we 
welcome any enquiries. 

We usually attend the monthly 
Bonnington Map Fairs. 

We are interested 
in purchasing old 

MAPS & VIEWS 
of 

JERUSALEM & 
THE HOLY LAND 

Please send offers to: 

THE COLLECTOR 
P.O.B. 4075, 
Chopin St. Post Office 
Jerusalem 91040 
ISRAEL 
Tel:(02) 533-890 

ANTIQUARIAN 
MAPS 

THE AMERICAS 

and other parts of the World 
Illustrated Catalogue 

offering 800 Maps & Prints 
$3.00 Airmail 

Box 64 · Osprey 
Florida 33559 · U.S.A. 

Raffles, Bath Road 
W oolhampton 

Reading, Berks 
RG7 5RE 

Tei:(0734) 713745 

Telex: 296500 (RefF1) 

Shop & Trade Dept: 
40 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1 

Paul & Mona Nicolas are pleased to 
provide a personal service for beginners, 

collectors and dealers of moderate/ 
medium size. 

A general stock list is available each month 
free of charge, main interests being 
Travel Books, Maps & Prints of 
Americas, West Ind. & World. 



Jonathan Potter 
Always stocking 

a large selection of 
fine, rare, decorative 

and interesting Antique Maps 

Recenrly added ro our fine srock of dec oral ive, rare and inreresring maps. By A. M. Perro/ . 

Open 
Monda~· - Friday 
9.30am- 5.30pm 

Visa 
Diners Club 

Master Charge 
American Express 

accepted 

.. 
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Yasha Beresiner 
will be glad to reveal 
what's in InterCol for you. 

Simply ask . And learn all ahout 
the hright new lnterCol Collectahles 
Gallery in Camden Passage Antique 
Market. With coins and hank note~ . 
antique maps and prints, and playing 
cards, and more. 

Ask for a catalogue too. For 
personal or postal shopping. 

Write to him at : I nterCol London. 

1 Ia . Camden Walk . ·f Islington Green . 
"'--"' f=: Lon do n ' I. 

"-~~ Ortel 01-))q 2)99 
"1~) -

Antiquarian Maps of the World, 

Playing Cards of the World 
and related literature. 

Numismatic Books, 
Paper Money, Bonds, 
Cheques of the World, 


