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Editorial News

After such an eventful and action packed three
months, news has been plentiful; the Symposium at
the British Library had a terrific response and was
highly successful. The IMCoS map tair was an
economic success although a few exhibitors doubted
the benefit of a two day event. Rodney Shirley and his
team of helpers organised a magnificent display of
World maps, one of the largest ever secen. For
everyone concerned in the organisation and running
of all the events during “that” week 1n September, the
reward was the overwhelming support of IMCoS
members and the general public.

One piece of news I am sad ro have to report is the
sudden death of Heather Lawrence. It came as a great
shock to me as I am sure it will to all of you. She will
be greatly missed by all her friends and colleagues in
the Society.

The Society is now entering its fifth year and 1
would like to take this opportunity on behalf of Ray
Hutchinson, our new Membership Sceretary, to
gently remind members that Subscriptions are duc
from lst January 1985 for all those who pay annually.
Please note, there s now a three vear membership at

a reduced rate ot £ 30).
The Committgc of IMCoS is very awarce of the
“value for money™ aspect of the ]()urnql not only tor
its UK members but more especially tor all our over-
scas members who are not always able to attend the
many meetings and functions. The more response we
get from our un-ending pleas tor news items and
articles, no matter how small or seemingly un-
interesting, the bigger and better we can make the
Journal. T have some articles i reserve for use in
forthcoming issues, one from Mr Gunnarsson of
Reykjavik and others. With the newly appointed
International Sccretary, Alan  Bartletr, constantly
hounding vou all for news we hope to increase the
content in the coming vear.

In closing | would like to thank Yasha Beresiner
for the marvellous job he has done in the past on the
Journal and 1 hope he keeps up the good work by
supplving us with regular charty and informal news
and articles in the future.

[ join with the committee of IMCoS at home and
abroad 1n wishing all members a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and prosperous New Year.
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Note from the Chairman

WHH the  onlarged  membership and
greater activities ot the Socretv it has
been found necessary ro inerease the number ot
INFCOS T vecutnn ¢ Otteers

Geottrev Ramsden, a new member, has will-
mgh ottered to take over the Treasurership
trom  Alan Bartlete.  Alan has tilled a new
appomntment that ot International Secretary to
look after the interests of  our  overseas
members and representatives more closcely,
(See International Activities)

Stephen Luck hands over the appoimntment
ot NMembership Sceeretary to - Ravmond
Hutchinson. Stephen is taking over as Eiditor ot
the IMCoS Journal,

Y asha Beresiner gives up the post as bditor
which as tounder member he has held since the
Society was formed in 1980, he will, however,
be actinely engaged in the attairs ot the Society
and will be responsible for Public Relations
and Publicity as well as Special Assignments,
fohn Beeeh our Secrctary, has now moved

nearer to London and 1t will be a great help to
the Committee to have him more actively 1n-
volved, We also welcome sin new Overseas
Representatves. W are alwavs pleased to see
overseas  representatives atoour  Committee
meetings which are held monthly.

Fmally, as Co-ordinator ot the London
Svmiposium, Map Fair, and Exhibition T would
like to thank the members of the Symposium
Commuittee and the British Library tor organis-
ing such an enjovable week-end, especially our
President Rodney Shirlev tor comptling such
an interesting Exhibition of World Maps.

[ know the Liditor will always be pleased to
hear trom overseas members it 1s our intention
to enlarge the Journal tor the benetit ot over-
scas members, please therctore send us your
comments, views, or articles,

Malcolm R. Y oung.
Chairman.

International Activities

7 OU R Committee has rcc«»gniscd that
INMCON has reched astage e develop-
nont, with o steadihy inereasing membership
worldwide. when particular attention needs to
he onven to international activities

Vs resudt, Alan Bartlett has relinquished
the post ot Treasurer to Geottrev Ramsden and
has tahen on the duties of International Secre-
A = anew v created post.

o will be o responsible for - developing
contacts with individual members and institu-
tions throughout the world and with associa-
tions of collectors; tor hason with existing and
ppomtment of turther IMCoS Representa-
tnes, and tor coordmation of international
v ents.

\ basic requirement tor the new job s con-
stant communication — he will be dehghted to
hear trom amy overseas member. In fact, he will
be disappomted it anvone from overseas with a

query, comment or item of news about naps or
pal

collecting 1in their own country, does not get in
touch with him, cspectally if thev are visiting
London at any time. His telephone numbers
are (0) T842-37391 thomey and 01-6253-7300
Loftice).

On the international front, vour society s
plecased to announce that the tollowing have
wreed to act as INMCoS Representatives tor
thetr respective areas or countries:

Central America — Paul B Glvnng Israel —
Faa Wantraub; Japan — Kazumasa Yamashity,
South A\merica — Dr Lorenzo Gualler Frers.

Advertising Rates 1984-85

AX s pagear L 10= 7400 Discount rate /33,000
3x Popagear 21 =784 Discount rate /73000,
PXpage at 3750 = f Is0Discount rate 153



















Reviews

Carl Moreland and David Bannister, _Antigue Maps
A Collector's Handbook, (1Longman, 1983), ISBN
0-382-503006-X, Sl4pp, 168 illustrations (8 in

colour) 4 35.

This 1s one of the Library’s major acquisitions of

1984, Iutigue Maps is a substantial work of 314 pages
(although curiously the publishers ina separate
brochure claim 28%, as if the excellent appcndlcu
historical chart, lnl)l]()gmph\ and index were not in
fact an extremely valuable teature of the book!).

Given that a very diverse coverage of different
aspects ot map Collcctmg can already be tound in a
succession of well-known books by Toolev, Lister,
Bavnton-Williams, Shirleyv, Smith, Bcrasmcr, Booth,
l{()dwlxlx cte., thug two new  authors must be
u)n;,mtulnul on thetr ingenuity in devising a work
that ought to be an indispensible part of thc serious
map collector’s librarv. A considerable amount of
matcrial is crammed into the three parts into which
the book 1s divided, “Map Making”, “Map Makers”,
“Map Collecting”™. The first part consists of ten
chapters devored to different kinds of maps from the
Herctord World Map to the Ordinance Survey, via
usetul sections on the Nuremberg Chronicle, sea
charts, town plans, road maps, cte. It concludes with
an imaginative chapter “in lighter vein”™ on “Myths
and Legends in Old Maps™. This covers some of the
great enigmas and obsessions that have caught the
attention of both makers and collectors at various
tumes: the Islands of Brazil and St. Brendan, the
scarch tor [:] Dorado and Prester John, the Seven
Caties of Cibola, the “insular™ Calitornia, the North
W est Passage, terra anstralis, cte. This is one of several

teatures of the book that could have the effect of

inducing collectors to branch out and take an interest
in territories beyvond  their  immediate  confines
(although this reviewer has mixed feclings about
making this point, since he 1s happy with the present
situation, whereby it 18 still possible to buv half a
dozen 16th ¢. Prolemaic or zsolario maps for the price
ot an average Speed or Blacu of Gloucestershire!).
This sccond and by tar the largest ot the three
parts, “Map Makers', is of great value. It provides near
exhaustive  bio- l)ll)llographlcal coverage of carto-
graphers, compilers, publishers, engravers, arranged
by country. Once again the authors are thus render-
ing a service to the map collector who wishes to sort
out the many bewildering dvnasties and partnerships
that characterize  the history  of  map-making;:
Mercator Hondius Jansson, Sanson Jaillot, Homan
Heirs, Covens & Mortier, cte. C hapter 18, quite
rightlv paving gencrous tribute to Rodney Shirlev's
‘definitive work on this subject’, provides an extreme-
Iv helptul sequence of twenty-six illustrations of maps
of the British Isles. These maps, as all the others in
the book (with the obvious exception of the Hereford
World Map, one assumes), are all ones that have
passed through the hands of the authors in recent
vears and are thus by detinition likely to appear in
dealers’ catalogues from time to time. This does not
mean that the book contains no surprises, ¢.g. George
Lilv’s British Isles, unusually for a sixteenth century
[talian copperplate map, in original colour.
Antigue Maps 1s in fact copiously illustrated. One’s
only regret inevitably is that out of nearly 170 plates
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only 8 are in colour and a great number of illus-
trations are clearly of coloured maps reproduced in
black and white. It we map collectors were more
numerous, map books could be cheaper and have
more tull colour illustrations — but then we'd be
paving corrcspondmgl\ more for our maps. That
reservation  apart, Carl  Moreland  and  David
Bannister must be congratulated on providing the
serious map collector with an attractive, all-purpose
book; it 1s not only a factual handbook for casy refer-
ence, but a work that is rich in historical and cultural
perceptions relating to every aspect of cartography.

T. R. Nicholson, Wheels on the Road — Road Maps of
Britam, 1870-1940, (Geo Books, Norwich, 1983),
ISBN (0860094 125 6, 102pp, 50 black and white illus-
trations £,.50.

Readers of the Journa/ will remember Tim
Nicholson’s article (I'ebruary 1982) entitled “Seventy
Years of Cycling and Motoring Maps™ He briefly
outlined the range of inexpensive and largely un-
classified British folding road maps that can be richly
rewarding from the technical point of view. Wheels on
the Road 1s a considerable expansion of that article and
a valuable aid to the collector in this specialised area
of map collecting.

The author sensibly makes no claim to complete-
ness, as the volume of production was so vast and
contusmg The many publishers of cycling, touring
(even “boating and hunting”) maps — of which
Bacon, Letts, Gall & Inglis, Bartholomew, W. & A.
K. Johnston are the better known names — churned
out a great range ot cheap one-off or series maps for
the new cvcling and motoring middle classes that
sprang up at the turn ot the century. In five succinct
chqpters Dr Nicholson outlines the sociology and
economics of this new map-consuming public, and
vividly illustrates his theme with 50 illustrations of
the covers. Each reproduction is accompanied by a
detailed caption including, among other things, a
k%cription of the colour scheme where appropriate.
In just a few cases the map pecps from behind the
cover illustration, and it may perhaps be regretted
that more ot the plates are not devoted to the maps
themselves and the interesting technical features that
some of them incorporate. For example, there is
obviously a gradient problem for cyclists (going up
may be not much tun, but going down with primitive
brakes may be hta]!). While some mapmakers
contented themselves with hachuring, hill-shading,
contour-layering, and spot hcights others experi-
mented with svstems of warning arrows and hill
proﬁlc strips. There was also a range problem, hence
the importance of railway stations and concentric
distance circles. And over the vears road surface,
qualitv width and classification also attracted the
attention ot the specialised map maker.

In his ‘select Car(oblbllograph\ Dr Nicholson lists
195 maps or series, many with a very helpful key to
show the library where they may be seen. Here the
author is too modest. His entries are not numbered,
and he thus denies himself the satisfaction of being
referred to in dealers’ catalogucs as an authoritative
source like Skelton or Tooley. Which is tair enough in
the end, since the author’s afm has been to gne us
nothing more than “a first, tentative exploration” of
the subject. Nevertheless, Wheels on the Road is an
excellent, well-produced guide that will surely draw a
number of enthusiasts to this fascinating and
neglected area of cartography. E. Freeman



Exhibition of World Maps

One of the most successful ventures set up as part of
last September’s Symposium and Map Fair was the
Exhibition of World maps organised by Rodney
Shirley, with help tfrom Ray Eddy and W alter Valk.

The Exhibition was held in spacious surroundings
at the Forum Hotel, and arranged in six parts:
Pre-Columbian concepts of the world; the age ot the
great discoveries; world maps and the decorative arts;
science and cartography in transition; the 19th and
20th centuries; and smaller mqps and curios. The
range of maps spanncd over 700 years: from the
Hereford mappa mundi of c. 1275 (in tacsimile) to
maps of todav. Over 200 exhibits were displayed
through the generous loans of dealer and collector
members of |MCoS in the UK and overseas.

There were rare early woodcut world maps, superb
examples of decorative 17th century Dutch carto-
graphy, title-pages and miniatures, a 12 circumfer-
ence intlatable balloon map and examples of 19th
century thematics. Some maps were priced for sale —
varying from £20 to over £6000 — and both exhi-
bitors and dealers were well pleased with the large
attendance over two davs which undoubtedly
stimulated turther interest in the Map Fair upstairs in
the same hotel.

A tully annotated catalogue of every map on
display was prepared as part ot the brochure describ-
ing the week-end’s other activities, and copies of this
brochure are now being circulated to overseas
members who mayv not have had the opportunity of
attending. It is unlikely that it will be possible to
assemble such a comprchcml\e colection of this kind
again.

The Carson Clark
Gallery

For fine quality antique maps and charts
of all parts of the world.

In fact everything for the collector of
Discovery, Travel & Topography.

Stock includes items published between
1500-1900.

Confidential consultations on valuation
whether buying or selling.

Specialist advice on investment. Call at
our lovely Gallery in the heart of
Historic Edinburgh or write to:

A Carson Clark Fras
SCOTIA MAPS—MAPSELLERS
173 Canongate
The Royal Mile
Edinburgh EH8 8BN
Tel: 031-556-4710

Catalogues issued on request.
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ANTIQUARIAN S
MAPS

THE AMERICAS
and other parts of the World
Mustrated Catalogue
offering 800 Maps & Prints
$3.00 Airmail
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Box 64 - Osprey

Florida 33559 - U.S.A. /

Jonathan Potter Ltd.

No. 1 GRAFTON STREET,
LONDON W1iX 3LB

01-491 3520
01-493 3810

Please visit our Gallery at No. 1
Grafton Street in the heart of
London’s West End where we have

a fine collection of interesting, rare
and decorative antique maps of all
parts of the world. We also have a
very good selection of in-print and
out-of-print reference books on the
history of Cartography.

If you cannot visit us please inform
us of your specific interests so we
can place you on our mailing list.




“Writing About Maps”
BY “COSIMO”

N the bebruary Journal, 1 quoted trom the book
“I'recdom at denlght regarding one ot the most
agonising tasks of mapping ecver undertaken, the
drawing of the frontiers between the two about-to-
be-tormed  states ot India and Pakistan. [ also
mentioned the terrible attermath. Since then [ have
come across some very pertinent lines, by the poet
Mavra Mannes:

“Borders are scratched across the hearts of men
By strangers with a calm, judicial pen

And when the borders bleed we watch with dread
The lines of ink along the map turn red.”

For the main part of this article, and for several
articles to tollow, I want to develop the theme of
“talse™ maps. Not tforgeries, not maps containing
mistaken or even speculative geography, but maps
created as fictions to illustrate a story or demonstrate
a thests.

Possibly the most famous of such maps, in the
o ngllxh speaking or reading world at least, is the one
which illustrates Robert louis Stevenson's famous
tale, “T'reasure Island”.

In the story the hero Jim Hawkins, together with
Squire Trelaw ney and Doctor Livesey, has come by
the map in the form of a sealed paper, which the\
proceed to examine:

“The paper had been sealed in several places
with a thimble by way of scal; the very thimble,
perhaps, that I had found in the captain’s pocket.
The doctor opened the seals with great care, and
there fell out the map of an island, with latitude
and longitude, soundings, names of hills, and
bavs and inlets, and every particular that would
be needed to bring a ship to a safe anchorage
upon its shores. It was about nine miles long and
tive across, shaped, you might say, like a fat
dragon standing up, and had two fine land-locked
harbours, and a hill in the centre part marked
“The Spy-glass’. There were several additions of a
later date; but, above all, three crosses of red ink
— two on the north part of the island, one in the
south-west, and beside this last, in the same red
ink, and in a small, neat hand, very different from
the captain’s tottery characters, these words:

‘Bulk of treasure here.” Over on the back the
same hand had written this further information:

“Tall tree, Spy-glass shoulder, bearing a point
to the N. of NNL. Skeleton Island ESE and by E.
Ten feet.

The bar silver is in the north cache; you can
tind it by the trend of the east hummock, ten
tathoms south of the black crag with the face on
1t.

The arms are easy found in the sand hill, N,

point of north inlet cape, bearing E. and a quarter

N.
JE
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That was all; but brief as it was, and, to me,
incomprehensible, it filled the squire and Dr
Livesey with delight.”

Then unfolds one of the best loved adventure
stories in the English language, which the map or
chart frequently features, as the search for buried
treasure proceeds apace.

David Daiches, in his book “Robert [.ouis
Stevenson and His World”, describes the origin of the
Stevenson’s experiences and interests:

“Louts was expected to follow the family tradi-
tion and become a lighthouse engineer — one
aspect of his training as a lighthouse engineer
which he enjoved was his visits of inspection to
Scottish lights and harbours this fed his
appetite for the kind of scenery which calls out
tor appropriate action . . . the awareness of tides
and currents and swells, of rocks and sandbars
and headlands, that these journeys gave him,
supplemented by the constant instruction and
ltustration provided by his father when they
walked the shore together, is reflected again and
again in his novels and stories .

In inventing the story Louis drew on his child-
hood readings and imaginings, his and his father’s
lighthouse experiences, the scenery of the
California coast, his characteristic desire to fit
actions and characters to scenes to which he
considered them appropriate . . .

The story moves along at a terrific pace; at
each point the physical setting gives vividness and
added meaning both to character and action.
Treasure Island, in short, gave a new dimension
to the adventure story.”

The background to the writing of the story has its
fascinations: the map in fact preceded the text and
featured later in its publication. Eleanor Graham
describes what happened in her introduction to the
1946 Puffin edition:

“Stevenson began ‘Treasure Island” in the August
of 1881 when he was staying at Braemar, in a
house lugubriously known as ‘the late Miss
M¢Gregor’s Cottage’. The weather was ’blight-
ing’; the wind piped, the rain came in squalls with
great black clouds continually overhead and it
was as cold as March. His parents were staying
with him and his thirteen-year-old stepson Lloyd
Osbourne came also, demanding diversion and
finding it in a pen, ink, and a shilling box of
paints. Sometimes Robert lLouis entered into
competition with him — and that was how
Treasure Island began for on one occasion he
drew a map of an Lmagman island which he
coloured elaborately, named in parts and labelled
“Treasure Island’. . . then he brooded over it.

He surveyed his Island. He liked its shape. It

Contmued (verlear
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IMCoS organisers have tried to

Yasha Beresiner

A general stock list is arvailable each month

/////;'//(A(» _ 7?:/( f %/; “///2/
Raffles, Bath Road
Woolhampton
Reading, Berks
RG7 5RE

Tel:(0734) 713745
Telex: 296500 (Ref F1)

T'rade Dept: 1 Ceci! Court, London WC2

Paul & Mona Nicholas are pleased to
provide a personal service for beginners,
collectors and dealers of moderate:
medinn size.

free of charge, main interests being
L'ravel Books, Maps & Prints of
Americas, West Ind. & World.
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Catalogues received

Llibreria Catedral, (.
Tarragona, Spain.

Merceria No. 20, 43003

A new section, all catalogues received will be
included or reviewed and after, added to the IMCoS
Library for use by members.

ed.

Classified Advertisements

English County Map specialists. Lists sent.
MRS D. M. GREEN, 7 Tower Grove, Wey-
bridge, Surrey. Tel: Walton-on-Thames
241105.

T@eyApams

AI\'T]!)\I]'_E\P ITAN AMAPS ANDY ATTLASE S

We stack a wide range of interesting maps. prints and carto bibliographies
Individual bists are available on request

83 Marylebone High Street, London WM 1AL
Telephone 01 486 9052
after bpm- 01 385 327 or 0491 34543










