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From the International Chairman’s Desk

Another successful, and most enjoyable,
IMCoS International Symposium has
come and gone. It was with some trepi-
dation that most of us boarded aircraft to
fly to Chicago. so soon after the tragic
events of 11 Sept. but the welcome we
received 1n Chicago and Milwaukee
very soon allayed all our fears. We are
most grateful to Jim Akerman. Bob
Karrow, Susan Hanf, and to all their col-
splendid

leagues for such

arrangements, and giving us such a good

making

time. Many local map collectors also en-
tertained us royally, with maps, food
and wine. and I take this opportunity to
thank them, on behalf of all the partici-
pants.

[t was good to see the ‘History of
IMCoS’ plaque presented by Malcolm
Young on display in the lecture hall in
Milwaukee. This plaque lists the organ-
isers of the International Symposia,
along with the Presidents and Chairmen
of the Society (sce page 38 of the IMCoS
History for a picture of it). It 1s updated
each year. Jenny Harvey had carried it
across the Atlantic, and put it up behind
the speakers in Milwaukee.

An amusing aside, during our visit
on the post-symposium tour to Taliesin,
the school designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright. The famous architect was ap-
parently not very tall, and he constructed
the foyer to his theatre with a very low
roof, in order to enhance the impression
gained on entrance to the theatre itself.
His explanation was that tall people are
"a waste of materials’. One of the partic-
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ipants was not too keen to hear this, as
he bumped his head on the lintel.

While we were at Madison, [ put in
a request to David Woodward. the edi-
tor. with the late Brian Harley, of the
History of Cartography serics. Our li-
brary has all three parts of Volume Two,
but somehow got left off the reviews list
for Volume One. We now have a copy,
sent very promptly by David, and mem-
bers are able to borrow it. Our thanks,
David!

Last week I went back to the map ex-
hibition at the British Library, and found
it as fascinating as [ had the first ume
round. I stll didn’t manage to take in all
the maps on display (and read all the ex-
cellent captions), and will obviously have
to go back once more. IMCoS has ar-
ranged two days of private visits, for
members to be conducted by amember of
staff from the Map Library. The full list of
maps was published in the Autumn Jour-
nal. Members wishing to join a morning
or afternoon visit on 16 Feb should con-
tact the IMCoS Administrative Office.

The IMCoS Administrative Office
has changed its venue. The Post Box
number remains the same, but the tel/fax
number has changed, and so has the post
code. The new numbers are:

Tel/Fax: +(0)1296 392 511

Post Code: HP20 1WA

Post Box 412, Aylesbury
Brian Weston is usually available there
on Friday mornings.

At the meeting of International Rep-
resentatives held in Chicago, Robert



Clancy, our International Secretary, of-
fered to maintain a list of map meetings
throughout the world, in an attempt to
avold clashes in dates. So anyone plan-
ning ahead for map meetings in their own
area 1s requested to contact him. His fax
no is: +61 249 252169.

Another suggestion that came up at
the meeting was that the two-years’
membership requirement for eligibility to
the IMCoS Travel Grants should be
waived. and that they should be available
for travel within the member’s own coun-
try. As you arc all aware. we have only
ever had one applicant under the age of
32 for this grant of £300 to attend an
IMCoS symposium, which 1s very disap-
pointing. If you know any young person
who likes maps, and after becoming a
member of IMCoS, would like financial
help to attend one of our symposia, please
do get in touch with IMCoS Chairman.

Many members will be pleased to
learn that the Holkham mecting has again
been arranged in April, after it was can-
celled in the wake of the foot-and-mouth
restrictions last year. Apparently the deer
have now been fenced off, and quite safc
from any visitors who might bring infec-
tion. As numbers may have to be limited,
members are requested to send in the ap-
plication form as soon as possible. Those
who applied last year, and did notretrieve
their payment, should also apply, so that
we know the exact number to expect.
They should mark on the form that they
have already paid.

The new Members’ Directory 1s al-
most ready, but so far less than half our
members have returned the slips that
went out with the Autumn Journal. These

slips asked for any additions/correc-
tions to the address details of members
to be sent back to the Membership Sec-
retary. so that the Directory can be of
more use to us all. So we will wait a few
more weeks before printing it.

All the maps on televison lately
showing Afghanistan remind me of a
Nepali manuscript map [ saw in a pri-
vate collection in New Delhi, probably
dating from the third quarter of the 19th
century. It covered most of the territory
between Yarkand in the east and Iran in
the west, with the Amu Darya river
(former Oxus) running through the
middle. Kabul 1s prominently shown
near the bottom of the map, surrounded
by aring of hills, just as I saw it on tele-
vision before it was
Interestingly Mazar-i-Sharif 1s shown
as a small appendage to the old town of
Balkh, and called simply ‘town of the
bazaar’. It came to prominence only
during the 19th century. Other names
that keep cropping up in the news re-
ports can also be found on the map,
such as Kunduz and Khulm. Kandahar
and Herat are both ringed by hills, and
the former appears to have many for-

recaptured.

ests or orchards around 1t too. Perhaps |
will sec these on television.

For me, this brought home how our
interest in early maps can make modern
history more relevant. If I did not know
of this map, I would have had to learn
my geography only from the models
shown on television, good though they
are, but the names would have had no
special meaning for me. Now I feel that
history has come alive (see page 67).

SUSAN GOLE
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The Future of the Private Map Collection

The title T proposed, "The Future of the
Private Map Collection” 1s, I now realize,
ambiguous. [t might be taken as suggest-
ing that I think the future might hold no
privatc map collections, that somechow
the map collecting habit would atrophy
and pcople who might otherwise collect
maps would turn their attention to hand
tools, or Hummel figurines. But no, my
meaning is more personal than that. 1
want to address the question of what will
happen to our collections when therr
chief curator is eternally retired, when the
acquisition of maps and all things of this
world shall cease. and we ourselves are
deaccessioned. And although I am a li-
brarian in charge of an institutional map
collection, I hope to avoid charges of spe-
cital pleading. for I am also a private
collector (though of books), and I'd like
to think that I can sce several sides to the
1ssuc.

Intimations of mortality may be un-
comfortable, and I imagine I am not alone
In noticing a distinct increase in such
thoughts in the past few weeks. But while
all men are mortal, our stuff will very
likely survive us, and we have consider-
able scope in deciding its fate. As far as |
can tell (leaving aside such drastic and
pathological possibilities as destroying
our collections or having them interred
with us), there are three main modalities
by which we can provide for the future of
our collections: by descent, by sale, and
by gift. I should like to consider some of
the 1mplications of each of them. We
should bear in mind that with any of these

means of transmitiing a collection to
another generation, the more we can be
active participants in the transmission,
the more satisfaction and pleasure we
are likely to get from seeing our wishes
fulfilled, or ensuring that they will be
fultilled. If we die intestate. the state
will figure out a way to cffect transmis
ston, but that would probably not "¢
anyone's first choice

The first mode 1s descent: We ma
assure that our collections pass to ou.
children or other heirs. T have no fig-
ures, but I rather think this 1s now «
relavvely
America has never really had a tradi-

uncommon  Gocurrence
tion of great landed families. whose
chattel remained in the great house to
be treasured, enjoyed, squandered or
loathed by subsequent generations.
Even in England, where such a tradi-
tion did exist, more and more of the
great private libraries (and great private
houses) have been sold or dissolved.
Most of us no longer expect our prog-
eny to inherit our house, let alone share
our mnterests, or to live in the same city
or even continent. Obviously, if you do
have children or other relatives who
you know would appreciate your col-
lection, such a bequest would make a
wonderful 1nheritance and provide a
firm basis for further collecting.

For most of us. I suspect, our col-
lections will not pass on through
descent; but rather through sale or gift.
Let us first consider sale. There 1s, of
course, a very long and honorable tradi-
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tion of selling collections. The sale
catalogs of great collections and of great
dealers have become important reference
tools in their own rights. We might think
of the Streeter sale catalogs, H.P. Kraus's
catalog 124 of 1969 entitled Monumenta
cartographica, the great Weinreb &
Douwma catalog 6, devoted to maps of
the British Isles (1970), the 51 issues of
Ken Nebenzahl’s Compass for Map Col-
lectors, the catalogs of Jonathan Potter,
Maphouse, Martayan Lan, and Arkway,
countless auction catalogs, including the
marvelous reference collection of our
own Eric Wolf, so recently sold at
Waverly Auctions.

There 1s something stirring about be-
ing able to track the provenance of an
item as it passes through the hands of
many private collectors. For some books,
we have a record of amazing pedigrees,
like the one for a copy of Shelly’s
Adonais: An Elegy on the Death of John
Keats (1821), recently sold at Christie’s
(8-9 October 2001). It was inscribed by
the author to Leigh Hunt, who in turn pre-
sented 1t to Thomas Love Peacock,
through  whom 1t passed to his
grand-daughter, then into the trade where
it was bought by Henry Herman, a dra-
matist, who sold 1t through Sotheby’s to
Thomas Jefferson McKee, who sold i1t
through Anderson Galleries to another
book dealer who sold 1t to William A
Read, who sold 1t at auction to Fred
Allsopp, from whom it ended up in the
House of El Dieff, from whom Abel
Berland of Chicago bought it in 1973.
How marvelous, to know where this book
has been for 180 years, and to know who
has handled it, read it, perhaps gone into

debt to buy it, treasured it. And to know
that that circle will be unbroken, for
chances arc good that another private
collector now owns and will cherish
and protect it as befits a cultural and in-
tellectual artifact. Mr. Berland, onc of
the great book collectors of the twenti-
eth century. 1s still very much alive and
active. He writes in an introduction to
the two-volume catalog that he ncver
saw himself as the owner of his books,
but as their ‘temporary custodian.” Mr.
Berland delighted in being able to dis-
pose of his collection by auction,
because he wanted other collectors to
be able to experience the joy that he felt
during a fifty year odyssey in the world
of antiquarian books. I must add that al-
though he was courted by many
libraries, he steadfastly resisted pleas
that he donate his collection to any of
them, on the grounds that “they would
only be locked up and no one would be
able to enjoy them.’

With books (including, of course,
atlases) the collector has a splendid op-
portunity to leave his trace in the form
of a bookplate, for which the inside
front board provides the perfect display
panel. One of the more baroque dis-
plays 1s illustrated in the Berland
catalog: it features no fewer than five
bookplates, spilling over onto the free
endpaper, and covering well over one
hundred years. I am strongly of the
opinion that far from preserving some
theoretically pristine state of a docu-
ment (‘just as it came from the press’)
we should encourage and welcome
such marking, as providing a record of
the history of the documents in our
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care. The first and most obvious reason
for an ownership mark is to prevent the
loss, or misappropriation of the docu-
ment. But after the first such marking,
every subsequent mark confers another
layer of authenticity. of historical docu-
mentation, of value added.

The practice of marking maps in pri-
vate hands has not, I think, been
widespread, although we have a few
maps at the Newberry that bear on their
versos the marks of a previous owner.
But I should like to make a blanket rec-
ommendation to all of you, and I hope
you will go home and carry it out. Have
an ownership stamp made with your
name. and stamp it on the versos of all the
map shects in your collection. One could,
of course, use paper labels, including
conventional bookplates. but I would ar-
guc for a rubber stamp on the basis of
permanence. Labels can be easily re-
moved and a map thief with a damp
sponge could easily obliterate all evi-
dence of your proud ownership. No, a
rubber stamp is best. and there’s pretty
general agreement that the stamp should
be placed on the verso, in the lower right
quadrant, within the printed area of the
map. Of course, one must take due care
that the ink is permanent and does not
bleed through. Such an ownership stamp
will provide you with an opportunity (or
several opportunities, for many book col-
lectors have multiple bookplates) to
create a tasteful, even artistic mark that
will forever link you to that map. Dealers,
I feel sure, will welcome this practice.
Anything that establishes indelible links
in the chain of ownership can only make
easter, and a

their job simple,

well-designed stamp, tastefully applied
to the verso, should hardly detract from
a map’s value. As John Carter said of
bookplates, ‘it 1s absurd to regard them
as a blemish...unless the art work is so
ugly as to qualify as a blemish in its
own right’ (ABC for Book Collectors).

[t used to be that the options for
selling a collection were basically two:
sale at auction, or through a dealer. The
internet has brought some amazing
changes to the way antiquarian materi-
als are exchanged today. It has become
thoroughly intertwined with the two
traditional modes of sale. so that we
have online dealers catalogs and auc-
tion catalogs and can purchase or bid
online. But utilities like e-Bay also
make it possible for everyone to be his
or her own decaler, to post your own
maps to a global marketplace with ac-
cess to millions of potential collectors.
and, yes, also dealers. Nor are these op-
tions mutually exclusive — one can
imagine selling parts of a collection
through dealers, parts through auction,
and parts through private sale online.
When selling on e-Bay, onc pays a
small premium to e-Bay for the use of
their site. and, of course, one 1s respon-
sible for appraising, describing. listing,
and preferably illustrating each item,
for tracking the bidding, packaging,
dealing with payment, postage, possi-
ble requests for refunds, etc., ctc, all the
services performed by dealers and auc-
tion houses.

When selling at auction, the
charges vary from house to house and
sale to sale. Typically, both buyer and
seller pay the auction house a premium
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of up to 17.5% on the hammer price.
Should items not be sold. because they do
not make the reserve, the seller has to
make other arrangements for their dis-
posal, and may still be charged a
premium for the house’s efforts in his be-
half.  An auction, especially a large.
splashy one in rooms in New York or
London. accompanied by a fine catalog,
is no doubt a heady experience. For a col-
lector to be present to witness vigorous
bidding for objects which he had pos-
sessed for a long time would certainly
provide a sense of closure, punctuated
with drama and even excitement, that
might well compare to the initial joy of
forming the collection. Of course, like all
‘open outcry’ trading, antiquarian auc-
tion results can be quite volatile, and not
every collector will feel himself properly
rewarded for his efforts.

Selling directly to a dealer can be ex-
pected to be a more predictable, possibly
even more pleasant, transaction. Many a
collector has built up strong ties, not ex-
cluding genuine friendships, with the
dealers who have helped them to assem-
ble their collections. Many a dealer has
handled the same map two or three times
(I wonder what the record 1s?) and there
1s a nice kind of symmetry in disposing of
a collection through the same dealer or
dealers who helped one to assemble it.
One has a nice sense of circularity, of the
reincarnation of the objects of one’s de-
sire as they again enter the eternal cycle.
Selling to a dealer means a lump-sum
payment, perhaps less than one’s expec-
tations at auction, but also less the
premiums, agony, ecstasy, and possible
‘bought-ins’ of the auction room.

The third means of disposing of
your collection is by gift. If your finan-
cial situation allows you consider this
mode, there arc a wide number of op-
tions for giving away a collection. Two
occur to me which are certainly possi-
ble and have undoubtedly been
practiced. although I can cite no spe-
cific instances. One can 1magine a
younger, enthusiastic collector of lim-
ited means, to whom one might give an
entire collection (I would be grateful if
anyonc can citc me an instance). Or
how about a collector who disposes of a
collection piecemeal. giving particular
items to particular collections. I know
of occastons in which a library has been
given first choice of items in a collec-
tion, with the balance being sold or
passed on to the family. More common.
probably, 1s the gift complete. the
transferal of a collection en bloc to a li-
brary, other cultural
institution. I'd like now to tell you two
stories about map collections that made

museum, oOr

their way from private to institutional
ownership.

The first is a remarkable collection
of 1500 items assembled by a very as-
This
collection includes a medieval world

tute dealer-cum-collector.

map, numerous maps from Ptolemaic
atlases, maps by Oronce Fine, Munster,
Ortelius, Mercator, Blaeu, Sanson, rep-
resentative maps of all parts of the
world, with a heavy emphasis on the
Americas through the 19th century.
There 1s not an important cartographer,
publisher, or school of cartography that
1s not represented by at least one. and
perhaps a dozen exemplars. And, the
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maps are backed up by an extraordinarily
rich collection of cartographic reference
books. The collection was given to a uni-
versity with an enrollment of 20.000
students in a major urban area. The uni-
versity librarian was very enthusiastic
about the collection, and during his life,
the collector/donor worked hard to cata-
log it, to publicize it with attractive
exhibits and handsome exhibit catalogs,
and saw that new acquisitions were peri-
odically made to it.

That collector died in 1990, leaving
the collection without its curator and
without an endowment. Five years later,
a newly retired member of the history
faculty (someone who had been very en-
thusiastic about maps) was named
honorary curator of the collection, which
remains intact and presumably sees occa-
sional use. I very much doubt, though,
that the 2,000 volume reference collec-
tion has been kept up, or that many new
maps have been added. The university
catalog shows no courses in the history of
cartography and I find no evidence of any
exhibitions in the past decade. What will
be the fate of this collection when even
the unpaid curator 1s gone? Have I de-
scribed Abel Berland’s ‘collection
locked up where no one will see it’?
Would the world of scholarship and col-
lecting have been better served if this
collection had been given to another in-
stitution or folded back into the trade?

For a very different scenario, con-
sider the University of Southern Maine,
with an enrollment about 10,000 students
and located in a small city. There, an ini-
tial gift of two cartographic collections of
around 1500 items (many of them, to be

sure, atlases and books with maps)
were systematically added to by one of
the original collectors and attracted
substantial additional gifts. so that the
collection now boasts some 60.000
maps. The university provided prime
space In a new library building, The
original donors and others have pro-
vided some endowment income, and a
paid staff of five is engaged in catalog-
ing, exhibiting, teaching about,
servicing, and adding to the collection.
An active program of outreach engages
kindergarten through 12th-grade teach-
ers in Jearning to use old maps in their
curricula, regular exhibitions and an
active web presence keep the collec-
tions in ablic view, and a friends
group provides additional support.
Now it's certainly not my goal here
to try to disparage any individual or in-
stitution, or to suggest that therc was
anything less than great good will and a
desire to make a difference behind the
first gift that I cited. My point is simply
that good collections and good will
alone are not enough to make a satisfy-
ing private collection into a useful
public one. The moral. I guess. is “If
you build it, they will not necessarily
come.’ Collection size is certainly im-
portant, but it 1s not everything — we
must also consider the size of the insti-
tution, the size of the budget, the size of
the imagination and energy behind 1t
To be able to give something to an-
other, as a spontaneous expression of
friendship or love, is one of the great
human virtues; 1s itself a gift. To accept
a gift graciously and with a full under-
standing of 1ts meaning is (o
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acknowledge a human relationship,
which may be regular and intimate or in-
frequent and distant, but still, a human
relationship. It seems almost churlish to
insist on forethought, and written docu-
mentation,  but there is much to
recommend this kind of ‘planned giving’,
especially when it involves an individual
and an institution. In any kind of giving,
both giver and recipient have expecta-
tions. whether they have consciously
formulated them or not. The collector
wants to know, and needs to know,
among other things,

Will the library understand and ap-

preciate her gift?

How will the gift fit in with other ma-

terials already in the library?

What 1s the library’s history with re-

gard to gifts and benefactions like the

one proposed?

Can or will the library preserve the

materials adequately?

What will the library do with dupli-

cates”? How does the library define a

‘duplicate’?

How will the collection be cataloged

and made accessible to readers?

What commitment can or should the

library make toward continuing and

expanding the collection?
and last, but certainly not least,

Can I deduct the value of my gift as a

charitable contribution? Who will

determine the value?

For its part, the institution also has
questions about proposed gifts. Many of
the concerns are the same, although the
emphasis will be slightly different. A li-
brary must ask itself, for instance:

How does the proposed gift enhance

the work we are doing?

Will this gift take our collection in
new directions? What is involved
in the decision to go there?

What percentage of this gift is
likely to be duplicates?

Arc our hands being tied by the
collector’s demands about the sale
of duplicates, or about the housing.
display, or cataloging of the collcc-
tion?

Is there another institution that
would provide a more comfortable
home for this collection?

Do we have room for this collec-
tion, staff to catalog it. funds to
maintain 1t?

For both parties to answer these
questions satisfactorily requires con-
siderable thought about goals and
means. The gift giving will be a happier
expericnce all around if there are clear
understandings on these points at the
outsct, and I highly recommend having
a written document as the basis of the
gift.

One underlying factor that comes
into play is the relationship between the
size and comprehensiveness of the col-
lection to be given and the size and
comprehensiveness of the institution
intended toreceive it. There is probably
a “critical mass’ which a collection has
to reach before it can have a serious im-
pact on a given institution, and one
might want to select an institution with
that in mind. A dozen maps of an Eng-
lish county, for example. would
probably weigh lightly in the scales of
the British Library, but might be a ma-
jor attraction for a local library or
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museum. The general principle is obvi-
ous, but 1t 1s difficult to be dogmatic.
Clearly, the more comprehensive the col-
lection, and the more coherent the
collection, regardless of size (in other
words. the more value that has been
added by the collector) the more research
value 1t will have for an institution. I can
casily imagine being very interested in a
collection of maps of an area that would
be largely, or even entirely, duplicated by
maps already in books and atlases in the
Newberry Library. Such a collection, in-
telligently assembled, and coherent in its
organization, would represent significant
‘value added’, and the convenience of be-
ing able to store and service 1t as a unit,

without culling books from all over the
library, might make it powerfully at-
tractive. On the other hand, a smaller or
more miscellaneous collection. though
it might contain great and valuable
items. will have more limited rescarch
value and might be a better candidate
for sale.

The possibilities are almost end-
less, and the choice is yours. [ urge you
to make 1t with as much forethought as
you can and to enjoyv the process,
whichever mode you choose. as much
as possible.

In the mean time, happy collecting,
live long and prosper, and stamp your
maps!

ROBERT KARROW
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AGSC, the Milwaukee Years, 1978-2001

Twenty three years ago, in 1978, a fleet
of 16 large moving vans arrived in Mil-
waukee from New York City,
delivering to University of
Wisconson-Milwaukee, the library and
map collection of the venerable Ameri-
can Geographical Society of New
York. This move, perhaps the greatest
in American library history, gave Mil-
waukee’s young university a
geographic research facility that is
unique among colleges and universi-
ties in America—even equalling or
exceeding the map collections of emi-
nent Ivy League institutions. When 1t
arrived at UWM, the AGS Collection
was conservatively valued at $30 mil-
lion. We have no good way to
determine with any certainty the value
of the collection today, but I think it not
unreasonable, considering the tremen-
dous growth in the antiquarian book
and map trade over the past two de-
cades, that the collection’s value has
likely doubled—we routinely handle
items worth tens of thousands of dol-
lars.

What [ would like to add, however,
is that the real value of such a collec-
tion is not expressed in dollars and
cents, but rather 1n 1ts worth to our con-
stituents: our students, faculty, staff,
visiting scholars and members of our
local community. I feel confident that
this measure of value 1s also constantly
on the rise as we meet the geographic
information needs and develop pro-
gramming to both educate and

entertain increasingly large numbers
of people.

The American Geographical So-
ciety of New York, originally called
the American Geographical and Sta-
tistical Society, was founded in 1851.
The Constitution adopted on October
9 of that year stated that ‘The Ameri-
can Geographical and Statistical
Society of New York is instituted for
the collection and diffusion of geo-
graphical and statistical
information.” Further, the Society
was to publish transactions with
maps and 1illustrations, and to ‘pos-
sess a library with a collection of
maps, charts and instruments.” From
these beginnings, the collections rap-
idly grew, and, already by 1870, the
collection was recognized as the
‘largest and most valuable’ of its type
in the United States. Later, at the con-
clusion of World War I, the Federal
Government centered the prelimi-
nary work of its delegation to the
Paris Peace Conference, Woodrow
Wilson’s famous ‘Inquiry’ at the So-
ciety’s headquarters so as to be able
to draw on the resources of its library
and map collection.

The founders of the Society were
diverse in their interests and profes-
sions, and consisted of map makers,
scholars, jurists, diplomats, soldiers,
explorers, clergy and businessmen.
There was no a priori attempt to de-
fine what geography was, and the
collection that developed was suffi-
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ciently broad in scope to encompass
the interests and needs of such a broad
constituency. For over a century, the
Society remained a strong, creative
force by developing a vigorous publi-
cations program, sponsoring
cxploration and undertaking major
cartographic ventures. At the very
close of his 1951 volume celebrating
the centenary of the AGS, the famous
geographer, librarian and AGS Direc-
tor, John Kirkland Wright wrote:

‘Only a prophet and a seer could
foretell what lies beyond the gateways
to the Society’s future. Reputed to be
blind, the Fates spin mighty cords out
of small and little-noticed threads and
sever the skeins of things that promise
greatness. Yet one cannot but believe
that they have an eye with which they
have watched the Society for a hun-
dred years and that, when they have
seen things wisely planned and well
begun, the shears have been withheld.
The needs for geographical under-
standing are too urgent, and the
American Geographical Society’s re-
cord of achievement in meeting these
needs is too impressive, to warrant
doubt that Destiny will continue to
look with favor on our institution as its
second century unfolds.’

Although, not outright severed,
the Fates took to snipping at the skeins
over the next couple of decades. The
generous donors of the past disap-
peared, the society’s endowment
dwindled while its expenses rose. By
the 1970s, the library could no longer
be adequately staffed or collections
properly built or maintained. Further-
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more, the Fates snipped away at the
Society’s Audubon Terrace neigh-
bourhood, making it accessible to
only the bravest souls. On top of ev-
erything else (literally), the roof
developed leaks, and resources for its
repair could not even be mustered.

It was at this time that the Society
indicated the desire of affiliating with
another institution. Word of this
reached UWM Geography Professor,
Barbara Borowiecki, who thought,
‘Why not UWM?’ and took the idea to
Bill Roselle, the library director at the
time. The enthusiasm of these two
people proved contagious, and before
long the Chancellor and UW President
also supported the effort. (It perhaps
didn’t hurt that both were geogra-
phers, and that the President, John
Weaver, began his professional career
with the AGS). Ultimately, the UWM
bid was accepted by the Society in
1976, but then the legal battles began.
The State of New York was most re-
luctant at the time, to lose yet another
cultural institution. The matter
dragged on in court for two years, with
the Society paying the legal bills.
Finally, on July 26, 1978, a justice of
the New York Supreme Court signed
an order freeing the collection to leave
the state. The Society, however, re-
mained in New York where it
continues 1ts active program of publi-
cation and geographic education.

What I intend to do over the next
quarter hour is to take you back to
New York on the eve of the move, try
to convey a sense of the effort in-
volved, follow the convoy to the



awaiting crowd in Milwaukee, briefly
describe the Collection, and outline its
development 1n Milwaukee, physi-
cally, but also in term of its growth, its
preservation, its improved access, and
1ts agenda in terms of its publications
and 1ts outreach programs.

Carved in stone on the old AGS build-
ing in New York is the Latin motto of the
Society, Ubique, which can be translated
as ‘everywhere’, and was meant to convey
the 1dea that ‘everywhere’ is the domain of
the geographer. In the mid 1970s when the
Society’s resources were becoming other
than ubiquitous, the AGS Council made a
bold decision, one to keep their motto from
becoming the answer to the question
‘“Where 1s the AGS Collection 7’

On September 30,1976, the AGS
Council voted unanimously to move the
Society and its collection to Milwaukee.
Prior to 1978, the AGS was housed in a
handsome building at 156th and Broad-
way in New York.

It was actually part of a campus of in-
stitutions known as Audubon Terrace.
The institutions included: Museum of the
American Indian; The Hispanic Society
of America; The American Academy of
Arts and Letters; the National Institute of
Arts and Letters; and the American Geo-
graphical Society.

The loading began—thousands of
maps had been stored in such paste-
board fliptop boxes which were
shelved in heavy oak units—some
built-in. Library Director Bill Roselle,
the man behind the move, conferred
with police regarding security. After a
journey of some 1500 kilometers, the
convoy reached Milwaukee

On Sunday, August 13,1978, the
library prepared to formally receive the
Collection, and a crowd assembled to
meet the first vans. Awaiting the arrival
were Chancellor Werner Baum, AGS
President Nolte, Mayor Henry Maier
and Library Director Bill Roselle. AGS
Executive Director Sally Meyers
greeted Governor Martin Schreiber,
UWM Library Director Bill Roselle
began the reception ceremony. On the
rostrum with him were Prof. Barbara
Borowiecki, AGS President Richard
Nolte, UWM Chancellor Werner
Baum, UW President Edwin Young
(who had just taken over from John
Weaver), Gov. Martin Schreiber,
Mayor Henry Maier; and Giovanni
Leardo, (incognito). For a fleeting mo-
ment, AGS Executive Director Sally
Meyers and Associate Library Director
Bill Moritz inspected empty library
space that would never be the same
again.

After three years of work, the
AGSC was officially open to the public.

Collection Description

I will at this point attempt a very
brief overview of the collection. There
are over 485,000 maps and charts of all
types covering the world at a wide
range of scales. Included are the major
national topographic scrics, naviga-
tional charts and a wealth of thematic
maps detailing the full range of physi-
cal and human factors. The Collection
dates back to the LLeardo Mappamundi
of 1452.

Over 9000 atlases including a col-
lection of 23 editions of Ptolemy’s
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sites, physical phenomena, Western rail-
road building and native peoples. But, in
addition, there are tens of thousands of
photos taken around the world docu-
menting a wealth of geographical
themes, such as those taken by Louise
Boyd in Poland in 1934.

Collection Development since 1978

Since its arrival from New York in
1978, the AGS Collection has grown
from 615,000 items to around 1.1 mil-
lion today, an increase of nearly 80
percent. This figure does not even count
the large number of volumes of mono-
graphs and serials, which are entered
into the Research Catalog but are physi-
cally housed in the Golda Meir Library
stacks. Growth statistics include in-
creases of 37% for maps, 57% for
atlases and 25 % for globes. A wide vari-
ety of new cartographic items are added
to the Collection every year. An nusual
Buckminster Fuller ‘Globe’ was given
to the Collection at the time of 1996
globe symposium.

In addition to the latest materials,
the Collection has made a number of
significant retrospective acquisitions.
The greatest of these 1s the extremely
important Holyland map collection
assembled by Kenneth Nebenzahl
while writing his book, Maps of the
Holyland. This collection of more that
150 rare maps and books, dating from
1482, when combined with the
AGSC’s existing holdings, makes us
one of the world’s centers for the
study of maps of the Holy Land, an ex-
cellent microcosm of the history of
mapping in general.
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Directly related is a rare relief
model of Palestine given to AGSC in
1996 by the National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History of Philadelphia.
This striking item was brought to Mil-
waukee and restored by local donors.

The photographic collections have
increased by a staggering 253%. Exam-
ples include the Krayczk photos of
China; the Harrison Forman Collection
consisting of slides, prints, negatives
and films; and the Light, Roeming, Platt
Mayer and Reed Collection to name just
a few.

Certain 1items found in the Collec-
tion today could not likely have been
present in the collection 25 years ago.
The Department of Agriculture gave
200,000 Landsat images to the AGSC
by in 1981. The AGSC also has a bur-
geoning digital spatial data collection
the service of which now requires a spa-
tial data librarian to handle the complex
transactions which are increasingly be-
coming a way of life in today’s map and
geography collections.

Preservation

Restoration and preservation of the
AGS Collection have always been taken
very seriously by the AGSC and Golda
Meir Library Staffs. Three major grants
from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
have enabled the restoration of over a
thousand rare books, atlases and maps.

Many hundreds of rare maps were
also treated, including, for example, the
charts used by Lindbergh in planning his
famous 1927 flight, and a unique turn of
the century Ir-“t manuscript map of the
Belcher Islands in Hudson Bay, from



Robert J. Flaherty, author of Nanook of
the North. One of our Cook manuscript
charts, can be lined up to show the eastern
coast of Australia which he charted for
the first time in 1770. Other specialized
restoration projects include Humboldt’s
autographed copy of the Cruz Cano map
of South America which was restored
through a grant from Milwaukee’s Ger-
man Fest, Inc.

During the past five years, hundreds
of maps have been restored and encapsu-
lated in-house permitting, once again, the
use of materials that would normally be
considered too fragile to handle.

Access
We have just completed the second
year of a seven-year project (o

recatalog all of the books, serials, maps
and atlases in the Collection for entry
into the national bibliographic infra-
structure. This 1s a project supported
jointly by the UW System and UWM.
Some of the 37000 monographic titles
in the AGSC Circulating collection
have already been recataloged. Our ref-
erence collection has also been
completely recataloged, and we've be-
gun work on maps and serials.

The AGSC has geographic access to
240,000 sheet maps in its topographic
map collection through its own auto-
mated system called Geodex. The
graphic display module of Geodex indi-
cates at a glance that the AGSC has the
entire set of 1:50,000 maps of France.
With over 350,000 total entries in sys-
tem, Geodex is one of the world’s largest
automated cartobibliographies.

The challenge of providing digital

spatial data services to patrons has re-
quired the investment in a some rather
sophisticated computer equipment,
which includes Unix and NT
workstations, a scanner, cd-rom burn-
ers and a 36 inch color inkjet plotter.

Publishing

Since its move to Milwaukee, the
AGS Collection has been responsible
for continuing the compilation and
publication of Current Geographical
Publications. In addition, there have
been two special issues of CGP, alarge
G.K. Hall volume of Maps in Books
and Periodicals, seven entries in the
AGSC Special Publications Series,
with one in the works, and a group of
miscellaneous publications.

AGSC staff members also partici-
pated in the production of Maps from
the American Geographical Society
Collection— a videodisc on mapping
produced with the help of a grant from
the U.S. Department of Education.
Published by William C. Brown.

The World Wide Web has enabled
the AGSC to become involved with
Electronic publication. Our home page
and the electronic version of Current
Geographical Publications is available
world wide. In the last year we began
publication of a WWW version of the
AGSC research catalog, known as the
Online Geographical Bibliography or
Geobib. Geobib contains 85,000 bib-
liographic records covering the period
from 1985 to date.

Promotion of the AGSC
Exhibits have always played an
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Map Collectors & Collections...
Or, Would you buy a previously owned, probably
inaccurate map from this man?

Those of you who have persevered since
last Thursday have seen a goodly number
of inaccurate, second hand maps, celes-
tial as well as terrestrial, which we refer
to as ‘Cartographic Treasures’. You have
becn spoken to — at considerable length
— about making, publishing, sclling and
buying maps, atlases and globes in past
centuries.

Since I have been guilty of traffick-
ing in such things for close to five
decades, 1t was suggested that you might
be amused to hear of some of the people
and some of the maps encountered along
the way.

[t is a particular honour for me to be
addressing IMCoS, as this Society, in
1984, honourcd me with the second
IMCoS-Tooley (now Wallis) Award,
placing me between Valerie Scott and
Rodney Shirley, in what has bccome a
veritable pantheon of persons in this
ficld. most far more deserving than L.

My wife, Jossy. strongly asserts that
a post-mortem examination will reveal a
map covbering the inside of my scull. She
remembers hearing that at age ten, in
1937, I acquired Idaho, the 48th and most
fugitive of my collection of gratis state
road maps provided in those days by the
oil companies; which I crudely bound as
an atlas and unfortunately long since
have lost. Incidentally, Jossy 1s still upset
that our friends Sarah Tyacke and the late
Helen Wallis used part of the Henry

Fielding quote, ‘Map me no Maps. Sir,
my Hecad 1s a Map’, for their festschrift
entitled My Head is a Map, commemo-
rating R.V. Tooley's 75th birthday.
Jossy had long thought that title should
be the epitaph for my gravestone! I say,
perhaps on hers as well, after sleeping
for over forty years under the nine-foot
National Geographic world map pa-
pered to the ceiling over our conjugal
bed.

Jossy presented to me 1n 1953 the
first two volumes of what would be-
come our reference library, four years
before we became full-time dealers:
Lloyd Brown’s The Story of Maps and
R.V. Tooley’s Maps and Mapmakers.
Later, T called on America’s most
promincent rare book dealer, H.P.
Kraus, to announce my entry into the
trade, and he offered three sterling
picces of advice: first. he stated pater-
build

reference library as you can. the better

natly. yourscll as great a
the reference library, the better the
dealer; sccond (reflecting his Austrian
origins), always make sure your pass-
port ts valid and handy — a phone call
at any moment can have you running
for a plane to buy a collection before
someone else gets there first; and third,
move to New York immediately, you
will never make a living in Chicago!
When we began our business in
1957, the map trade was small. The
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booksellers Francis Edwards, Ltd., in
London, had the largest map department
in the world, directed by that same Mr.
Tooley. The majority of cartographic
materials entering the market-place ar-
rived via London auction rooms, where
the Edwards firm was a major player.
They bought most of the atlases that
came under the hammer, bringing to
their very active guillotine defective
copies, (and hopefully only defective
copies!) whose contents could better
serve society dispersed, than held in 1n-
complete volumes.

Orderly distribution occurred as
dealers came to Tooley on their periodic
buying trips: German maps to German
dealers, Dutch to Dutch, Italian to Ital-
1an. We competed for Americana.

In preparing for my first buying trip,
[ wrote the Edwards firm to make an ap-
pointment with the famous Mr. Tooley.
Upon arriving in the map department of
their shop, a gentleman appeared, thrust
out his hand in greeting, thereby flaring
open his linen office jacket, revealing
four vest pockets, each with several
dripping paint brushes! He smiled
broadly and said, ‘I'm Mick Tooley,
how do you do,” and a friendship of al-
most thirty years had begun. My
introduction to Tooley and to ‘contem-
porary’ colouring was simultaneous!

In the late fifties there were hardly
as many map collectors as there are map
societies today. Maps were purchased
either for decorative purposes or as
graphic documentation of the history,
and progressive geographical percep-
tion, of a place or region. Those are still
good reasons to acquire maps. and inten-
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sive and  comprehensive such
collections are still being formed. How-
ever, the explosion of interest during the
past five decades has been accompanied
by an ardent curiosity about the history
of map making itself and its relationship
to many other disciplines.

We now see focal points for the
study of the history of cartography not
only here at the American Geographical
Society and at the Library of Congress,
but at Chicago’s Newberry Library
Smith Center and, in Maine, at Port-
land’s Smith Center — two different
Smiths. Both of these Smith Centers
provide environment and encourage-
ment for scholars to pursue research in
this field, and are supported by collec-
tions of range and which were mostly
assembled first privately, then donated.

As in any form of collecting, the
motives of the institutional curator often
differ dramatically from those of the
amateur. The collector can allow his
taste more range, permitting creativity
and 1diosyncrasy. The curator generally
follows an institutional plan. A classic
example of the former is the Smiths of
Germantown, Pennsylvania, — Law-
rence Meredith Clemson Smith and his
wife, Eleanor Houston Smith. They per-
sonified a virtual American ‘royalty’
with their families tracing back through
many generations of prominent Phila-
delphians; in Eleanor’s case, to the time
William Penn. Their tastes were remark-
ably broad, ranging from music—they
founded Philadelphia’s first classical
music F.M. radio station — to their pio-
neer organic farm on the Maine coast.
Their map collection was also broad. It



encompassed maps derived from the
early European voyages of discovery to
nineteenth-century surveys of Maine,
and they loved globes. Eleanor’s favour-
ite early maps were those by Ortelius,
from whom she always maintained she
had descended, stimulating her earliest
interest. Her husband referred to her
lightheartedly as ‘nee Ortelius, though
with documentation.” Today, the Smith
Collection with its hundreds of rare
maps, atlases and globes, together with
Harold Osher’s complimentary collec-
tion, forms the backbone of the active
Smith Center program at the University
of Southern Maine.

Hermon Dunlap Smith, Chicago cor-
porate and civic leader, served long and
effectively as the Newberry Library’s
Board Chairman. ‘Dutch’ (as he was
known) and Ellen Smith lived on the
shore of Lake Michigan, had a cabin for
birding on the Des Plaines River, and a
summer cottage in Ontario near Sault Ste.
Marie. The three locations were related in
the annals of pioneer French exploration
in North America, and early on Dutch
Smith formed an intellectual attachment
to the history and geography of the re-
gion, from the time of Champlain to the
growth of Chicago. For fifty years he as-
sembled a significant collection of
explorers’ narratives and original maps,
focused primarily on the Great Lakes, the
Upper Mississippi, and the Illinois coun-
try. Incidentally, Smith was responsible
for recruiting L.loyd Brown from the Pea-
body Library in Baltimore to become
director of the Chicago Historical Soci-
ety, thus providing me the opportunity to
begin a long friendship with the other of

the two icons—Tooley and Lloyd I
Brown—of whom Jossy had coinci-
dentally made me aware, years earlier.

Dutch Smith founded the Center
for the History of Cartography at the
Newberry Library in 1972, the first
such establishment of its kind. At the
dedication he told a delightful tale of
how, as a small boy in New York. he
had, quote ‘somehow assembled the
topographic map sheets covering the
entire course of the Hudson River, from
the Adirondacks to Manhattan Island,
stuck them together with adhesive tape.
and produced a monstrosity which,
when unrolled took up the entire hall of
our small apartment and confined my
three brothers and sisters to their bed-
rooms until it was re-rolled.’

Mr. Smith emphasized that the cs-
tablishment of the Center had bcen
inspired by the success of, and interest
in, the series of lectures in the history of
cartography which Jossy and I had es-
tablished at the Newberry in 1963, in
honour of, later in memorial to, our
handicapped son, Kenneth Jr.

Raleigh Ashlin Skelton, superin-
tendent of the map room at the British
Museum, delivered the first series of
those lectures. His subject was an his-
torical survey of the study and
collecting of maps. Various vicissi-
tudes delayed work on the manuscript
for the press, and sadly when it arrived
it had to be published as a memorial
volume, since Peter Skelton had pre-
maturely in the intertm. His lectures
were carefully edited and annotated by
David Woodward and augmented by a
bibliography compiled by Robert
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was the only known example of the first
state of Filson’s map of Kentucky, for-
merly owned by the Kentucky historian
and bibliographer, W.R. Filson; and of
course known as the Jillson Filson!
Over twenty years later we pur-
chased what was offered as the second
cxample of that first state of Filson’s
map. We brought it to the Neberry to
compare with their copy. As map cura-
tor Bob Karrow and I studied the two,
side by side, we each noticed a different
small variant. Bob then photocopied
onto clear acetate sheets the new exam-
ple, and superimposed them onto the
Jillson-Deering- Newberry copy. This
revealed places  where
Newberry’s map contained information
not yet engraved on the copperplate

several

when the newly discovered example
was printed. We thereby uncovered the
previously unknown earliest state of this
landmark American frontier map.

The bibliography compiled by
Wheat & Brun which carefully records
all known maps printed in the U.S.
through 1800, cites nine states of this en-
graving with a census of locations. We
then prepared a new census and wrote an
article that appeared in the Map Collec-
for announcing that the true first issue
had come to light. Now this Amrican
frontier rarity is in the Library of Con-
gress.

In Japan, foreigners normally do not
have direct access to suppliers or cus-
tomers, a tradition rarely circumvented.
These contacts are carefully channeled
through Japanese agents. An exception
proved the rule. We were approached by
an American collector serving on the
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Board of a Japanese corporation, in-
forming us that a Japanese associate
wished to dispose of his collection of
Japanese woodblock maps. We ar-
ranged to meet the collector in Tokyo
and experienced the rare occasion of
visiting his home. Toward the end of a
very long evening viewing maps and af-
ter completing negotiations, my host
produced a tightly rolled scroll contain-
ing a European world map of no interest
to him, which he gratuitously added to
my purchase.

Later, after a restorer in Chicago
preserved it flat, my research began. It
was a manuscript map of the world from
circa 1600, made in Japan by a Portu-
guese Jesuit map-maker to illustrate the
progress of Christianity throughout the
world. It had a Maltese cross drawn on
the Christianized nations and some of
the place names were in Portuguese. |
could go no further. The configurations
of some parts of the world, particularly
North America, defied identification of
a source.

In 1993 the XVth International
Conference on the History of Cartogra-
phy took place in Chicago, and among
the delegates was a Portuguese scholar,
Alfredo Pinheiro Marques. We dis-
cussed this map and he returned to
Portugal with a photograph of it from
which he performed further research.
Shortly afterwards the Portuguese gov-
sponsored a  scholarly
symposium commemorating the 450th
anniversary of the Jesuits in Japan. Pro-
fessor Marques read a paper attributing
our map to Inacio Moreira, a trained
map-maker with the Jesuits in Japan be-
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ginning in the 1580s. The Portuguese
press considered it a newsworthy discov-
ery. An article in Mercator’s World
illustrates and describes this map and
Marques’ attribution. One has to have an
occasional dose of good luck to survive
45 years selling used maps and books.

No map printed on a flat surface can
be as accurate as a globe Map projections
are devised to control the distortion that
must occur when transferring the delinea-
tions on a sphere to a flat surface. So why
don’t we just work from globes? As this
audience knows, they are three dimen-
sional, fragile and endlessly troublesome
to provide care and feeding.

Comparatively few have survived,
particularly prior to the nineteenth cen-
tury. When occasionally an example
turns up from an important map-maker it
generates considerable interest.

We once acquired from Switzerland
a pair of Willem Janszoon Blaeu’s 5 1/2
inch diameter globes in their original
mountings of oak and ebony stands with
incised brass meridian rings. Produced in
1616, this is the only pair known to have
survived excepting those in the British
Library.

They were bought from us in the
’sixties by a collector who later traded
them back for maps, for the reasons just
alluded to regarding the awkwardness of
globes. During the ’seventies the re-
nowned rare book library at the Tenri
Buddhist Missionary University in Japan
was actively pursuing acquisition of Eu-
ropean materials on exploration and
map-making. Thus, these well travelled
globes continued their global journey to
Nara on Honshu Island where they now

reside, presumably In perpetuity.

George H. Beans, the great map
collector of the 1920s to "50s invited
me to visit his ‘Tall Tree Library’ in
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania in the early
60s, when he began dispersing his col-
lection. I purchased from him a number
of the single-sheet Italian sixteenth
century engraved maps of Mr. Beans’
collecting specialty. And, the only
Lafreri Atlas we have owned, (it was
Lafreri who in the sixteenth century
first illustrated his assembled-to-order
map volumes with the figurc of Atlas
on the title-page).

At the end of our negotiations,
opening a small closet door to retreive
my coat, I almost stumbled over a pair
of globes on the floor. “What are these,
Mr. Beans?" I asked. ‘Nothing,” said
he, ‘just an old pair of modern globes,
and you can see, my cleaning woman
has knocked them with the vacuum
cleaner.” ‘Would you like to sell them?
[ inquired, having noticed they were by
James Wilson of Vermont, America’s
first globe maker. (Coincidentally, this
was a subject on which I had recently
become an instant ‘cxpert’, because |
was on my way to talk to the Friends of
the University of Vermont Library on
that very topic.) With a look question-
ing my sanity, Mr. Beans sold me the
broken globes. I had them shipped to
R.R. Donnelley’s Graphic Conserva-
tion Department in  Chicago for
restoration.

Two weeks later Ralph McAleer,
chief cartographer at the National Geo-
graphic  Society, telephoned. They
wanted a pair of Wilson globes for the
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two well dressed but unsavoury looking
characters, replete with briefcases and
bulges in their suit coats hardly conceal-
ing their weaponry. The ‘gentleman’
stationed one of his associates inside,
the other outside, the door of our shop.
He said he had organized an expedition
which planned to sail immediately from
Houston to Belize in an LST, which is a
World War II tank landing ship. It would
be armed in order to protect the un-
earthed fortune from pirates. And he
was serious.

He further explained that the ‘Drake
map  had been recently removed from a
safe deposit vault in a Mexico City bank.
Its owner, in whose family the document
had been for generations, was part of my
client’s syndicate. His two companions,
who never uttered a word, were looking
after the owner’s interest and they were
VEry serious.

We cxamined the map. The paper,
ink and handwriting appeared to be six-
teenth century. In a darkened room with
an ultraviolet lamp, we found no emen-
dations, eradications or alterations. We
advised the client that there was no evi-
dence to indicate the map was not
genuine and of the period, while there
also was no evidence to indicate who
drew it or where the island it delineated
was located. The ‘gentleman’ paid our
fee from an enormous roll of hundred
dollar bills and departed with his associ-
ates.

We have never heard a word about
this expedition. [ am sort not to be able
to show you a slide of the map, but I am
afraid if I had one I might not be here to-
day. You may take that either way.
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Had time permitted, I would have
enjoyed telling you of some experiences
in appraising, including a week in Win-
nipeg that Jossy and I shared with that
wily rascal with an awesome knowledge
of Canadian cartography, Ed Dahl,
IMCoS’s representative for those places
in North America north of the United
States. The Hudson’s Bay Co. retained
Ed and me to appraise their early carto-
graphic archives. What maps we were
privileged to view—and challenged to
value! —including the ledgers of Peter
Fidler the young Hudson’s Bay Co.
agent who travelled to western Alberta
in 1801 bringing back the famous manu-
script map derived from the Blackfoot
Indians; the map which helped sort out
the complicated hydrography of the
Rocky Mountain system.

Or, of another unique experience
when, after ignoring my protestations of
ignorance about twentieth
mapmaking, a high executive of a giant
corporation dispatched me to that oxy-

century

moron of a place, Comfort, Texas, to
appraise the original artwork by Hal
Shelton for his great natural colour relief
maps that were the basis for many beau-
tiful and realistic airline maps. To
shorten a long tale, the Shelton Collec-
tion lives, at the Lib. of Congress.

[ could go on forever. We have had
such a great time with the maps and with
the people involved with them.

[ will leave you with a final thought:
Do be careful about associating with
anyone who might try to sell you a pre-
viously owned, probably fallacious
map!

KENNETH NEBENZAHL



IMCoS 20th International Symposium, 11 - 16 October, 2001
Chicago and Milwaukee, USA

Our 20th International Symposium was
held this year in two centres, namely Chi-
cago as well as Milwaukee, some one and
a half hours (by train) apart. Over 120
IMCoS members attended, this number
being swelled at most functions in Chi-
cago as well as Milwaukee by members
of museums and libraries, of American
map societies, as well as by members of
the public. Throughout, we were hosted
by a series of institutions including the
Newberry Library (at whose building all
of the Chicago lectures took place), the
Adler Planetarium, Chicago Map Soci-
ety, the American Geographical Society
Collection of the University of Wiscon-
sin Milwaukee and the Map Society of
Wisconsin with 12 additional sponsors,
both corporate and private. I must also
mention that for those of us (including
myself) who arrived jet-lagged, and were
bounced straight into our really very fully
occupied days, life was made very much
smoother by the additional hosting, in-
stant friendship and advice given by
volunteer members of the Chicago and
Wisconsin Map Societies.

The base for the Chicago sessions to-
gether with the timing of our
Symposium, enabled us also to enjoy the
Fourteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lec-
tures in the History of Cartography,
under the title of ‘A Taste For Maps -
Commerce and Cartography 1n Early
Modem Maps’.

At registration, we received a smart
and very necessary Newberry Library
shoulder bag containing our totally
indispensible ‘Vademecum - the Program

& Handbook for Participants in the Inter-
national Map Collectors Society 20th
Annual Symposium’, Catalogue to the
exhibition of ‘Cartographic Treasures’
at the Newberry, a number of other car-
tographically related items, as well as
leaflets on Chicago together with a roll
of map reproductions and posters. An
extremely generous bundle of ‘goodies’.

Our formal activities commenced on
the evening of Thursday 11th October
with welcoming remarks from Charles
Cullen, President and Librarian of the Li-
brary, followed by James Akerman,
Director of the Library. ‘Jim’, who is also
Director of the Herman Dunlap Smith
Center for the History of Cartography, is
extremely affable and erudite, and ex-
plained all logistics to us prior to
activities and introduced all lecturers

Dr Mary Pedley, Principal Lecturer
at the William L. Clements Library of the
University of Michigan, gave three 1llus-
trated lectures on October 11th and 12th
on the above overall theme, concentrat-
ing specifically on the situation in France
and Britain in the 18th century. Lecture
titles were ‘Getting to market: From map
to print in London and Paris’, *Giving
pleasure to the Public: Adding up the
cost” and ‘Good map/Bad map: Telling
the difference.” These three lectures
amounted to a marathon, in-depth inves-
tigation, fluently given and well received,
though it seemed clear that the research
she had undertaken and on which she had
based her papers, had been substantially
greater from French sources than from
English. However, this in no way de-
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tracted either from the interest of or
content of any of the papers.

The receptions at the Museum on both
evenings following the conclusion of the
lectures were very animated as partici-
pants nibbled, drank and mingled with
others discussing their particular carto-
graphic interests, or as 1t 1s in the writer’s
case, obsession. At these receptions, and at
other such opportunities as arose during
the following days, many new friendships
were created, delight expressed as mem-
bers refound old friends met on previous
occasions. A great deal of information, as
well as names and addresses were ex-
changed.

During the Friday evening reception,
Robert Karrow and Jim Ackerman both
showed groups around the Newberry’s fas-
cinating and large exhibition of its
Cartographical Treasures, arranged in two
halls.

The Library bookshop was much ap-
preciated by all those attending, many of
whom left the building weighted down
with purchases. The shop staff managed to
maintain a constantly changing display of
cartographically related books, very well
displayed both on the tables outside the
shop and within.

The writer cannot recall any other
venue where such a wide display of map
books has been available. Saturday morn-
ing saw the closing session of the
Nebenzahl Lectures, prior to which we
were entertained by three short but inter-
esting papers.

David Woodward of University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and editor of The
History of Cartography series, spoke on
"The Map Trade in Sixteenth and Seven-
teenth Century Italy’, Peter van der Krogt
of the University of Utrecht spoke on
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‘Hondius-Jannsonius versus Blaeu, and
Markus Heinz of the Staatsbibiothek,
Berlin, on ‘Commercial Aspects of the
Map Trade in Eighteenth Century Ger-
many’. Early afternoon on the same day
saw the formal opening session of the 20th
International Symposium of the Interna-
tional Map Collectors’ Society, also
within the Newberry Library. Participants
were first welcomed by Jim Ackerman,
who was followed by our President,
Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke who responded
and spoke in glowing terms of our Society.

Following these opening formalities,
we were all (I believe almost without ex-
ception) impressed, astounded and
entertained by the illustrated talk by David
Rumsey, special guest speaker, who intro-
duced us to the electronic future of map
photographing and recording, which has
already arrived. His talk was entitled
‘Looking into the Future of Historic Maps;
The Internet and GIS.” As he explained, all
that 1s required is an electronic camera
with a resolution capability of several mil-
lion pixels, a good map illuminating set-up
to achieve a constant overall level of illu-
mination, a good and fast computer with a
substantial memory, (‘together with a
modest knowledge of computers’ ) —in or-
der to record and, if required to examine
on computer or by projection, at virtually
any magnification required, the whole or
any part of any image recorded. Needless
to say, the capability exists to reproduce,
in full colour, any of these images. David
is in the process of putting a large number
of these images on the internet for general
use.

For those like myself, beginners on
the computer, David’s talk could only be
described as a profoundly fascinating in-
troduction to the future tools which are in



fact now becoming available to researchers
and museums, all explained in a way that
we could all understand in theory, even if
did not yet have the personal capability in
ourselves to get involved 1n this wizardry.
Following the lecture, many members en-
joyed one of the three tours available, an
Architectural River Cruise, Bus Tour of Ar-
chitectural Highlights or, that chosen by me
—the Walking Tour. As the heavens opened
for the entire afternoon, I sensibly decided
not to participate and remained fairly dry.
On Saturday evening, members were in-
vited to a reception at the office of Roger
Baskes, who, together with his wife Julie,

was one of the sponsors and organisers of
the programme prepared for us. Roger has
over the years amassed an amazing collec-
tion of some 10, 000 *books with maps’ as
he modestly describes them, ranging from
renaissance atlases to early Baedecker
guides. His criterion for potential inclusion
in the collection, as I understand it, is that
the publication must include at least five
maps Having browsed through parts of the
collection on three occasions, I can state
without fear of contradiction that any li-
brary would be overjoyed to acquire this
unique collection. On Sunday most mem-
bers participated in one of the several tours
available. My personal choice was to join
that of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, the
completion of which in 1849 created a wa-
ter route between the upper Misssissippi
and the Great Lakes, resulting in Chicago
becoming established as the major metrop-
olis of the mid-continent, directly as the
result of the canal which enabled grain from
the mid-west to reach the markets of the
east. The tour was an eye-opener, not only
for the sheer scale of the project (but the ca-
nals are only now used to a minimal extent),
but in particular to force us to realise how

relatively recent was the opening up of
the American mid-west and the west
coast. Historic buildings visited en route,
of great significance to Americans, were
positively modern to those of us from the
‘old world’. This comment is made in no
derogatory sense. The USA really is a rel-
atively recently settled country. and
unless the historical timescale 1s under-
stood, its difficult for some of us to
appreciate the extraordinary achieve-
ments which have resulted in the melding
of so many diverse immigrant groups, all
originally speaking a ‘Tower of Babel
multitude of languages, into the world’s
most powerful nation over a relatively
short period. Returning with our coach
direct to the Adler Planetarium on the
Chicago waterfront, we were warmly
welcomed, and enjoyed both the very
fine exhibition of early astrolabes and re-
lated old scientific instruments as part of
the ‘“Tracing Constellations through His-
tory’ exhibition as well as the extensive
and tasty buffet meal that followed.

(Very) early Monday Oct 15th. par-
ticipants were bussed to the University of
Wisconsin  -Milwaukee where carto-
graphic items forming the ‘Treasures of
the AGS Collection’ were very conve-
niently and widely spread. well
protected, around the working/research-
ing area of the Golda Meir Library, thus
enabling all to view exhibits without
crowding.

After lunch. John A. Wanat, UWM
Provost & Vice Chancellor and Peter
Watson-Boone, Director of the library,
warmly welcomed us to the Symposium
on Maps, Collections and Collecting in
the American Heartland. Their were three
speakers : Chris Baruth, Curator, gave us
an overview on how the American Geo-
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graphical Society Collection developed
into its present form Robert W Karrow Jr.,
Curator of Special Collections as well as
maps at the Newberry Library (where he
first commenced working over 30 years
ago) spoke interestingly on the thesis that
private map collectors who previously had
acquired maps by descent, at sales and by
gift, were now increasingly buying at auc-
tion and ‘on line’. He stated that where
these collections were to be gifted to insti-
tutions, it was essential that this be to an
organisation where the collection would
be both developed and accessible. He con-
cluded with the biblical sounding
‘blessing” - ‘Happy collecting, live long
and prosper’.

That doyen of American map dealers,
Ken Nebenzahl, who with his wife spon-
sored the lecture series in Chicago in the
name of and in memory of their late son,
talked most amusingly and in a highly per-
sonal and self-deprecating manner on
‘Collections and Collectors : or Would
you buy an Old and Probably inaccurate
Map from this Man?" Ken commenced as
a map dealer in the 1950s, at which time,
he said, Ronald de Vere Tooley of Lon-
don. the grand old man of maps, was the
centre of the trade and at the time the main
international source of old maps.

David Woodward, who had been the
first map curator of the Newberry Library
but is now at the Wisconsin -Madison Uni-
versity, gave an update on the History of
Cartography (of which project he is main
editor)— regrettably it seems that the ea-
gerly awaited Volume 3 will not be
available until about 2003.

The symposium banquet was held at
the Milwaukee Art Museum, a brand new
building of stunning design by the Spanish
architect Calatrava, right on the lake front.
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that had been formally opened just the pre-
vious evening. Chris Baruth introduced
John Hébért, Chief, Geography and Map
Division of the Library of Congress, who
gave an interesting talk, mentioning
among other things the recently acquired
Waldseemiiller world map of 1507. This
was the final event of the Symposium
which was then wound-up, farewells said
and those not going on the following day's
‘A fall tour of southern Wisconsin’ were
bussed back to Chicago.

The October 16th all-day bus tour gave
us a good picture of the American mid-west
and was primarily related to locations and
buildings designed by the legendary Ameri-
can architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, active
during the latter part of the 19th century and
the beginning of the 20thcentury. The sce-
nic drive was to his home and to view other
buildings either designed by or with strong
connections to this man who, even before
his death, had achieved cult status. A fasci-
nating two cassette video of his life,
personal problems and his achievements
shown on the in-coach screens comple-
mented very well all that we had been
shown

Those on this final tour spent 2 nights
at a local hotel from which all made their
independent ways back their homes in far
flung places.

Though no fault could be found with
any of the superb arrangements made for
us, and though all lecturers really were ex-
cellent, unfortunately a mood of sadness,
almost of despair, pervaded all the pro-
ceedings arising directly from the
September 11th New York, World Trade
Centre calamity, possibly the most wicked
and evil act undertaken — allegedly in the
name of religion —since the Second World
War. I believe that even though I have not



discussed the matter with all of our partici-
pants, that I can and should express on
behalf of all of us, heartfelt sympathy and
condolences to the People of America and

those others who lost dear ones.
RICHARD A. DOMB

Cartography on Chicago’s North Shore

Many IMCoS members elected to take
an optional tour to visit three private map
collections on Chicago’s north shore. Early
Sunday morning, a busload of people first
visited the map collection of Barry
MacLean. His collection of late 18th to
mid-19th century Americana material in-
cludes several thousand map-sheets,
atlases, wall maps, pocket maps, books and
globes. There is a strong emphasis on 19th
century county atlases and wall roller
maps. World wall maps by Bleau and
Hondius were on display among his county
wall maps. His extensive collection is
spread out in two separate office buildings.
Mr. MacLean greeted us in one building;
while his wife MaryAnn and Tom Hall, his
curator, greeted us in the other building. We
spent almost two hours wandering through
numerous offices in each building in order
to view the interesting maps. Frequently

The Chicago Tribune (10 Oct)
recorded our visit: ‘The exhibition ...
was designed for connoisseurs
belonging to the International Map
Collectors’ Society, which opens its
20th annual symposium at the library
Saturday.

‘It is a measure of the importance of
the library’s collection that the
London-based society made up of

collectors, dealers, librarians and
academics, chose to come to
Chicago.’

Mr. MacLean would hang the county map
of an employee’'s hometown on the wall
in the employee’s office.

A short bus ride took us to the home
of Jan and Art Holzheimer. Within the en-
trance foyer were portraits of Hondius.
Mercator, and Ortelius. The Holzheimers
provided an informative  ‘Guide-
to-Maps’ in each room that described the
maps hanging on the walls of that room.
The maps on display could best be de-
scribed as  ‘unique  cartographic
treasures’. Included were world maps by
Schedel, Sylvanius, Fine, Arnoldi, and
Bleau. Waldseemuller's ‘Admiral’s Map’
and Smith’s maps of Virginia and New
England were among some of the other
displayed maps. There was an ornately
colored Jansson map of Great Britain and
a set of Coronelli globe gores. Unfortu-
nately, the hour was late, and we had to
leave for lunch.

Lunch was graciously provided by
Jack Ringer at a near-by pizza parlor. Af-
ter lunch, we went to Mr Ringer’s home.
Jack served in Korea with the United
States Army, and then he worked in
Burma and the Philippines for the United
States Information Service. An interest in
maps of Southeast Asia developed, and
we had an opportunity to view his collec-
tion. Numerous maps were on walls,
tables, and chairs. His collection intro-
duced us to the maps of Southeast Asia —
an area of mapping that was not familiar
to many of us.

The bus trip back to Chicago gave us
an opportunity to view the exterior of
many fine homes along the shore of Lake
Michigan. We returned to our hotels tired,
but pleased that we had an opportunity to

visit three interesting map collections.
JOHN W. DOCKTOR
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rectly from that of Hondius.

The Pont Project seminar was the fifth
and last one in the series. It included illus-
trated talks by Jeffrey Stone of Aberdeen
University who has led the research and in-
terpretation of Timothy Pont and his maps
since the 1960s with many articles to his
credit. Charles Withers (Edinburgh Univer-
sity) persuasively re-defined the mapping of
Pont in chorographical rather than geograph-
ical terms. Catherine Delano Smith drew
parallels relating Pont’s work to contempo-
rary mapping in England. Other speakers,
Chris Fleet (National Library of Scotland),
Lawrence Keppie (Glasgow University) and
Andrew Macdonald (Dundee University)
respectively discussed Gordon’s maps de-
rived from Pont’s original survey, Pont and
the Antonine Wall, and Pont’s ecclesiastical
context.

As with all good conferences or semi-
nars there was an exhibition as well. The
Royal Society of Edinburgh provided one
of the venues for a small travelling display
called ‘Mapping the Realm: Timothy
Pont’s portrait of Renaissance Scotland’.
This consisted of ten large flexible panels
with text and pictures exploring Pont’s life,
the background to his manuscripts and how
his maps came to be incorporated into vol-
ume V of Blaeu’s Atlas Novus in 1654. This
was an imaginatively conceived display
which combined clear but authoritative text
with many illustrations of maps and other
features relating to Pont and his time. The
layout and the quality of colour reproduc-
tion was of a very high standard. The
flexible panels could easily be dismantled
and set up elsewhere, with eight further lo-
cations in Scotland scheduled to host this
exhibition up to May 2002.

A further advantage was that a high
level of illumination could be provided.

Those IMCoS members who in June
1999 visited Hereford Cathedral's exhi-
bition of the Hereford world map and
other rare medieval material may remem-
ber groping through the blacked-out
exhibition area which was of necessity
dimly lit and extra-securely cased to safe-
guard the precious material loaned for the
occasion. It seems to me that with 21st
century photographic and digital imaging
techniques there are many benefits in
having well-ht displays of top-quality
images which can easily be moved from
one location to another. Inevitably there
are substantial costs, and risks, in moving
scarce library original around the country
or across the world.

Coincidentally, a recent newspaper
review article by Brian Sewell, critiquing
the Hieronymous Bosch exhibition in
Rotterdam (which closed in November
2001), says the paintings are so
poorly litas to be virtually invisible in the
mixture of gloom and reflection...” He
concludes that the argument against lend-
ing pictures to so-called block-buster
exhibitions is irrefutable.

REFERENCES

1. Further informnation about Project Pont can be
obtained from the National Library of scot-
land, 33 Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9
ISL.  Tel: 0131 466 3813, E-mail:
maps(@nls.uk Web site: www.nls.uk/pont

2.1an C. Cunningham (cd.) The Nation Survey 'd:
essays on late sixteenth-century Scotland as
depicted by Timothy Pont, National Library
of Scotland, 2001. There is a full bibliogra-
phy.

3. This is summarised in R.A. Skelton, County
Atlases of the British Isles, Map Collcctors’
Circle no. 41, 1968, pp. 97-109. For a latcr in-
terpretation of the evidence sce the article by
Jeffrcy Stone, ‘Timothy Pont: Threc Cen-
turics of Rescarch, Spcculation and
Plagiarism’ in The Nation Survey 'd.

RODNEY SHIRLEY
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Specialists in fine
atlases and maps

”Kennezfz,Neben(ahl,lna

POBaox 370
Glencoe 1llinois 60022
Phone: 8,7/835-0515
‘Fax: 347/835-0519

Dealers Appraisers, Consultants < €stablished 1957 -Member ABAY//LAB

RE1ss & SounN

Specialized Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps

Two auction sales per annum

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed
bibliographical descriptions available on
request

Please inquire about our terms for sale by
auction

Our sales always include a large section of
rare and early maps of all parts of the world

ADELHEIDSTRASSE 2
D-61462 KONIGSTEIN

30 min. from Frankturt/Main airport
Phone: 49/6174/92 72 0 Fax:49/6174/92 72 49
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The Charm of the Antique Map
[in 1926]

An atlas is the sum of all adventure, the
quintessence of the romance of travel.
But modern maps are severely scientific,
tutorial and utilitarian, associated chiefly
with the class-room or the office. While
immensely improved in scope and accu-
racy, and possessing a certain beauty of
form, due to the resources of modern col-
our-printing, they have lost that touch of
the romantic and the picturesque—not to
say the imaginative—which marked the
geography of bygone days. It is only in
the maps of fairyland, made for chil-
dren’s picture-books, that such qualities
now appear.

Lately, however, there has been a
great revival of interest in the produc-
tions of antique cartography; a new use
for them has been found as items in home
decoration, along with models of old
ships; and, above all, they have become a
quarry for collectors. Most opportune,
therefore, is the publication of a delight-
ful volume on the subject (from which we
give a double page of colour reproduc-
tions—namely, “Old Decorative Maps
and Charts” by Arthur L. Humphreys,
F.S.A., F.R.G.S.. with illustrations from
engravings in the Macpherson Collec-
tion, and a Catalogue of Atlases and
Chart-Books in the Collection, by Henry
Stevens (London: Halton and Truscott
Smith, Ltd; New York: Minton, Balch,
and Co., 73s 6d. net).

Mr. A.G. H. Macpherson’s great col-
lection of marine prints and kindred
illustrations, including dsome of the fin-

est extant maps and atlases—always
generously placed by him: at the dis-
posal of writers and students—has
been the inspiring source of many re-
cent books on the history of ships and
navigation. The present volume is per-
haps the most aliuring of them all. It
contains seventy-nine exquisitely re-
produced plates, of which nincteen are
in full colour, ranging in date from
1482 to a776.

Apart from their value to the his-
torical student, as representing the
growth of geographical knowledge,
these old maps possess an intrinsic fas-
cination—they make so many contacts
with science , religion, and philosophy,
and they hold a peculiar place in deco-
rative art. The old cartographers
adorned their maps with the same lov-

ing care that a medieval monk would
devote to illuminating a missal. They
decorated them with ornamental bor-
ders and heraldic shields or cmblems,
and filled the blank spaces with minia-
ture pictures of ships, buildings, cities,
hunting figures, and travel scenes, nav-
igating instruments, animals. birds,
and—in particular—fishes and  sca
monsters. Among the last, in an early
map of Palestine, is secn Jonah's
whale, whose jugular capacity has of
late been rehabilitated. The colour
plates also include two beautiful star
charts of the northern and southern
hemispheres, containing all the mytho-
logical figures associated with the
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International News & Events

2002  2Ist International Symposium
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

29 Sept-2 Oct

Contact: Hans D. Kok, Poelwaai 15,
2162 HA Lisse, The Netherlands.
Tel./fax: ++31 252 415227

E-mail: hanskok @introweb.nl
Svmmposium Secretariat:

Lidy Groot Congress Events,
Museumplein 5A, Amsterdam, or

POB 83005, 1080 AA Amsterdam.
Tel.++31 20 6793218

Fax: ++31 20 6758236

E-mail: info @LGCE.nl

For guided tour/welcome reception on
Sunday:

Amsterdams Historisch Museum,
Kalverstraat 92 or  Nieuwezijds
Voorburgwal 397, (two entrances)
1012 RM Amsterdam

Tel ++31 20 5231822

For Symposium venue on Monday and
Tuesday:

Het West-Indisch Huis, Herenmarkt 99,
1013 EC Amsterdam

Tel. ++31 20 6257528

Fax ++31 20 6206211

2003  22nd International Symposium
Nicosia, Cyprus

14-16 October. Two- and Five-day
Pre-Sympostum tours around Cyprus

2004  23rd International Symposium
[taly, possibly Verona and Florence

2005  24th International Symposium
USA. Denver, Colorado

2006/7 25th International Symposium
Feb 2007, Guatemala
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The 21st IMCoS International Symposium at Amsterdam

Invitation

The IMCoS Symposium in 2002 will
take place in Amsterdam, The Nether-
lands. Twenty years after the initial
International Symposium, IMCoS re-
turns to the city where the very first
international symposium was held.

You are cordially invited to attend
this conference, which will take place on
Monday September 30, Tuesday Octo-
ber 1 and Wednesday October 2.

Registration

The registration fees vary for those
registering before or after June 1, 2002, as
derived from the postmark. As sizeable
payments have to be made early by the or-
ganizing committee, we request you to

return the form as soon as possible, as
we need to determine the number of res-
ervations required. Payments will be
possible by direct bank transfer, certified
checks in Euros and specified credit
cards (the Euro 1s the new currency in
use after January 1, 2002 in the Euro-
pean Union). Current prices will be
converted into Euro; apart from infla-
tion, prices will remain the same. but
expressed in Euro, the numbers only will
be different. Currently, the rate of ex-
change is approximately U$ 0.90 for one
Euro. The registration fee includes par-
ticipation, coffee and tea during breaks,
lunch on Monday, a canal ride by boat,
bus tours and entrance fees. The official
IMCoS Dinner on Wednesday evening
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1s also included.
Please return the enclosed form as in-
dicated.

On-site registration

On Sunday September 29, from 1500
hrs onwards, a registration desk will be
set up in the restaurant of the Amsterdam
Historical Museum where you may pick
up the conference information package.
Registration is also possible on Monday
at the Symposium venue at the West In-
dies House from 0800 hrs onwards.

Conference programme

The conference programme reflects
the glorious past of the country, which
has always exceeded expectations. based
on the country’s size and number of in-
habitants. On the day of arrival (Sunday
September 29) a guided tour of the Am-
sterdam Historical Museum will start at
1545 hours, terminating in the Museum’s
Restaurant, where the City of Amsterdam
will host a welcome reception.
Day 1 (Monday September 30) 1s dedi-
cated to the struggle against the sea,
winning land from and loosing land to the
waters, as this of course caused maps to
change accordingly. A wvisit to the
Waterboards of Rijnland in Leiden and
Delfland in Delft completes the day, with a
field-visit before going back to the hotels.
Day 2 (Tuesday October 1) and Day 3
(Wednesday October 2) are devoted to
the United Dutch East India Company
(Verenigde Oost-indische Compagnie:
V.0.C.), a remarkable company indeed,
which also produced its own maps and
charts worldwide. The afternoon trip on
Day 2 is to the Rijksmuseum, where a
special exhibit ("The Dutch encounter
with Asia’), although already closed to
the general public, will be re-opened spe-
cially for IMCoS.

Day 3 calls for a change of venue away
from the West Indies House to the Mar-
itime  Museum, also located 1n
Amsterdam. The day starts with a ca-
nal-ride to the Mariime Muscum,.
where the last presentations are held,
followed by a visit to the Muscum’s
displays.

The Symiposium will be officizliv
closed here. but in the evening the
IMCoS Annual Dinner will be held in
“The Grand’, now a hotel. but previ-
ously a town hall of the Ciy of
Amsterdam.

Hotel reservation

Hotel space 1s difficult to reserve in
the City; although we have been work-
ing on the problem since February 2001,
the situation remains difficult in Amster-
dam itsclf. We thercfore recommend
that you book as early as possible. A list
of hotels to choose from is supplicd. de-
tailing distance from our place of venue
and supplying other relevant informa-
tion. Booking late may cause you to stay
in hotels away from the centre with con-
sequent problems of getting to the venue
in time in the morning.

Transportation

Transportation 1s easy by train, bus
and boat; for buses and trains Dutch-
men hardly use timetables as these run
very frequently indeed. Taxis are
harder to come by and are considered
expensive; normal living expenses are
generally low. Bringing your car to
Amsterdam 1s not such a good idea, as
parking and traffic problems are se-
vere. The use of public transport is
recommended; details will be provided
on  registration  upon  arrival.
Multi-disciplinary tickets are available,
allowing use of streetcars, buses and
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boats. After arrival at the airport, trans-
portation to the city is easiest using the
trains from the lower level after clearing
customs. Tickets are available from
vending machines and the railway
ticket-office. These are all located in the
hall at ground level and not at the lower
level railway tracks. The trip to the city
main station (‘Amsterdam Centraal Sta-
tion’) takes maximum 20 minutes,
depending on the type of train and its
number of stops. Although most hotels
will be close to the station, when travel-
ling with bags, a taxi is probably the best
option to get to the hotel.

Weather

Held in the early days of autumn, you
may expect anything in terms of weather,
ranging from pleasantly warm and sunny
during the day and cool at night to rainy
and windy all day. Temperatures will be
between 12 and 25° Celsius (54 to 78 in
Fahrenheit) during the day. The Nether-
lands are a compact country and in case
of adverse weather the tourism infra-
structure 1s such that limitless indoor-
activities (arts, museums and otherwise)
are available without the need to cover
large distances.

Optional Tours

After the Symposium, optional tours
are available; there will be a ‘North-tour’
and a ‘South-tour’, starting on Thursday
morning and lasting till Saturday after-
noon, returning by 1500 hrs to Schiphol
Airport/Amsterdam and the city hotels as
required. The distance from Amsterdam
will be such that a return to the city will
remain possible on an individual basis
without undue complications. The
North-tour will be more quiet and ‘his-
toric’ as compared to the South-tour,
which will be more modern and ‘techni-

cal’. Both tours, however, will contain
something ‘cartographic’. The city of
Enkhuizen, with its glorious V.O.C.
past, will be wvisited during the
North-tour, which will also include the
‘Enclosing Dam’ and a visit to a
re-built Dutch East India ship. apart
from other items of interest. The
South-tour 1is presently scheduled to a
‘gang’ of windmills at Kinderdijk. the
Rotterdam harbour and the impressive
Delta-project, keeping Zeeland safe
from the waters of the North Sca. The
cities of Middelburg and Breda will
also be featuring in this tour.

The tour price will include trans-
portation, hotel, coffee and tea, three
lunches. two dinners and most entrance
fees. where applicable.

Liability

The organization is done under the
responsibility of IMCoS’ Representa-
tive for The Netherlands, who will be
personally liable for any losses accrued
in the process. We would like to point
out that the Organizing Committee
does not accept responsibility/liability
for individual medical, travel or per-
sonal costs. Participants are advised to
take out insurance as required.

We trust the above sounds enticing
enough for our members to participate:
for further information, contact the or-
ganizing committee or the Symposium
Secretariat. Remember, however that
hotel bookings are to be made on a
personal basis.

HANS D. KOK

Dawn Rooney writes from Thailand

[ just came across a new web site
that I thought might be of interest to
members. It was started in June this
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year by Stanfords. The address is:

www stanfords.co.uk/newsletter

Although you are required to register, the
newsletter 1s free. It has a section on
‘Maps in Literature’ that promises to be
interesting. Each month it features a
‘Cartographic Quotation” and encour-
ages visitors to send in their favourite
quotation and win a Stanfords’ recom-
mended title of the month. The

September quotation was from The
Siege of Krishnapur by JR Farrell and
included references to maps of India.
The site includes Book Reviews and in
September reviewed Maps  that
Changed the World — A Cartographic
Mystery by Peter Whittield. The Au-
gust newsletter featured an Icelandic
Tectonic Map. It's worth checking out!

* k% % %

UK News & Events

Visit to Holkham Hall

As reported in the last issue of the
Journal, this visit has been rescheduled
for 13th April 2002. As numbers may be
limited, please complete and return the
registration form as soon as possible.

If you applied last year, and have not
withdrawn your payment, please send in
the form again, marking it ‘Already
paid’.

June 2002

The registration form for the June
weekend 1n London is included with
this 1ssue. Note the changed venue for
the Map Fair, and the new order of
events. The weekend will commence
with the Dinner at the Overseas
League, St James, and the Reception
will be held at Olympia on our return
from the Public Record Office at Kew.

Diary of forthcoming IMCoS events

Visit to British Library Exhibition, tour conducted by a member of

2002
15 Feb Informal Evening at the Farmers” Club, Whitehall, London
16 Feb
the Map Room staff
17 Feb Informal Meeting at the Farmers’ Club, London
13 Apr Visit to Holkham Hall, Norfolk
7 June IMCoS Annual Dinner
8 June IMCoS Symposium at Public Record Office, Kew
9 June IMCoS Map Fair, Olympia, London
30 Sep-2 Oct

21st International Symposium, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Maps and Society Lectures, Warburg Institute, LLondon

6 Dec

Dr Daniel Birkholz: A Crack in the Bedroom Map: Gender, genre,

and the reception of cartography in early 14th century England.

10 Jan
31 Jan

28 Feb
settlements

Nicholas Crane: Mercator: the man behind the myth

Anthony Payne: Interrogating the Map; the concept of accuracy in
early modern cartography

Rolf Loeber: 16th and 17th century Irish Maps: Evidence for Gaelic
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Book Review

The Makers of the Blueback Charts: A
history of Imray Laurie Norie & Wil-
son Ltd, by Susanna Fisher. Imray
[Laurie Norie & Wilson, St Ives Cam-
bridgeshire, 2001. x +158 pages, 48 bw
and 17 colour  plates. ISBN
0-85288-458-3

Bluebacks were the charts of choice
for the navigators of merchant ships in
the mid 19th century. *They were used in
the ships that carried the seaborne trade
of industrialised imperial Britain’, a
grand role which they fulfilled with
aplomb. with florid lettering and coast-
lines firmly drawn. They were published
by private publishers, not the Admiralty,
and their name came from the blue linen
or paper backing which made them more
robust for use at sea.

Susanna Fisher’s fascinating book
traces the origins of these charts, review-
ing the development of the English chart
trade from its origins in the late 16th cen-
tury. She relates the histories of the
chartmakers but do not imagine that this
i1s a dry business history. These were
small family firms whose fortunes de-
pended on the characters and energies of
the individuals running them. And char-
acters there were, such as John Hamilton
Moore in the 18th century. who described
himself as "having a propensity for ge-
nius’ but who was accused by his rivals
of robbery, debauching his servant, base-
ness, dissimulation and fraud.

Plagiarism was usually the main
cause of contention. The chartmakers
gained their information from the mer-
chant ships which they supplied and from
the publications of their colleagues. De-

spite three copyright Acts in the 18th
century it was hard to make accusations
of piracy stick. Sayer’s other dodgy
dealing included misleadingly elevat-
ing to the rank of captain the Lieutenant
James Cook (no relation) who had sur-
veyed Fowey.

The firms often struggled to turn a
profit from their core business of
charts, sailing directions and nautical
tables, so they commonly taught navi-
gation as a sideline and diversified in
other ways. Sayer and Jeffervs' publi-
cations  were not  limited  to
cartographic works; they were charged
with selling indecent prints during a
trip to Paris in 1768. Imrays in the 19th
century sold navigational instruments
and also stationery such as cargo
books. Wilson’s pre-war Anchor Press
printed not only nautical books but also
jam jar labels. From the late 19th cen-
tury, Norie & Wilson began to focus on
yachtsmen, gave tuition to ‘sca-going
yachting gentlemen’ including Lord
Brassey of Sunbeam circumnavigation
fame. and ran a yacht chandlery busi-
ness. The amalgamated firm even
undertook yacht deliveries for a brief
period befere the Second World War,
employing Frank Worsley, who had
navigated Shackleton to South Georgia
in the James Caird lifeboat (He was
said to be happiest when the work was
dangerous.)

The main plot of the story 1s how
the various firms, frequently at daggers
drawn, came to settle their differcnces
in the face of a common threat — the
Admiralty — and develop their impor-
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miralty charts, on condition that the firm
stopped publishing its own charts. When
the firm discovered that they were only
being offered a one-year contract, they
turned it down. Norie’s Nautical Tables
and specialist products for fishing and
yachting saved 1t from extinction. The
fishing chart list, after the boom-time
when territorial fishing limits were re-
vised, fell vicum to the mid-1970s
decline in North Atlantic fisheries.
Y achting is now the mainstay of the busi-
ness which is still family run, preserving
a remarkable tradition.
This book is highly enjoyable and a
valuable work of scholarship.
GILLIAN HUTCHINSON

The following books have been re-
ceived for review:

Dordset Maps, by David Beaton
‘Cartography of Persia’, n
Encyclopaedia Iranica, by Cyrus Aia’1
Reading the World, edited by Metthew
Edney and Irwin D. Novak

The Maps of Ortelius and their Vari-
ants, by Joseph Q. Walker

Astrology, a History, by Peter Whtifield
CD-Rom Series: The Features of the
Territory, supervised by Prof. Marco
Piccardi.

It is unfortunate that no UK member
has found time to arrange for these books
to be sent out for review, despite pleas in
the last few issues of the Journal.The
books will be passed on to the IMCoS li-
brary, but it is feared that publishers may
stop sending us books 1f they are not reg-
ularly reviewed.

Not much time is required, and post-
age will be reimbursed by IMCoS. Please
contact the Editor, if you would like to do
1t.
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