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Guest Editorial

During the past years interest in old maps
as historical sources has increased enor-
mously in many and very different disci-
plines. Historical cartography has much
ground in common with other fields of
study and the sciences. To mention only a
few: geography, mathematics, physical
planning, archaeology, art history, and the
history of book production and the book
trade, are all in one way or another con-
nected with map history. Practitioners of
these disciplines often use maps as docu-
ments for their historical arguments.

The value of the resulting research is
highly dependent on the source matenal
and its careful analysis. As a means of
expression, cartographical sources are
products of their age, made by other
people in other times, so we must first of
all learn the views of the time on the
manufacture of maps, in order to fully
understand the material. It is one of the
tasks of the history of cartography to point
out to researchers from other disciplines
the great variety of map material and their
specific qualities, and to assist in interpre-
ting them. In order to obtain the best re-
sults, closer cooperation must be
established between the map historian and
representatives from other fields, some-
thing that has unfortunately failed in the
past.

A great inducement to study the his-
tory of cartography is given by people
who collect old maps and atlases. The
highest evolution in collecting is that in
which the collector himself researches the
subject of his interest, while trying to in-
form others of his knowledge by way of
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publications. As an example, I would like
to mention some Dutchmen who con-
tributed greatly to the formation and de-
velopment of map collections in Dutch
museums and institutions.

One of the best-known Dutch collec-
tors was Johannes Tiberius Bodel Nijen-
huis (1797-1872). From an early age this
grandson of the noted Leiden publisher
and bookseller Luchtmans took an interest
in the history, geography and cartography
of the Netherlands. His numerous connec-
tions and his financial means, together
with his excellent bibliographical knowl-
edge enabled Bodel Nijenhuis to build up
the largest 19th century collection of maps
and atlases in the Netherlands. This col-
lection was bequeathed to the University
of Leiden. Bodel Nijenhuis broke new
ground, as with the help of the collection
he wrote the Netherlands’ earliest essays
in the field of historical cartography.
Moreover, this was done in a time when it
was hardly possible to turn to cartographic
reference books, which are amply avail-
able to the modern map collector.

Often a direct relation exists between
the object of the collection and the collec-
tor’s profession. This combination is
clearly revealed in the case of Dr Willem
Anton Engelbrecht (1874-1965), ship-
owner-merchant and harbour authority in
Rotterdam. The central focus in the col-
lection of this ‘mercator sapiens’ is the
scientific interest in the history of the
opening up of the world, in which, how-
ever, the sensitivity to the charm ema-
nated by old books and old maps also
played a part. Engelbrecht built an unsur-






12th International Symposium
Chairman’s Welcome Address

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends of
cartography.

On behalf of the Freundeskreis fiir
Cartographica, the Society of Friends of
Cartography in Germany, and the Willi-
bald Pirckheimer Society I would like to
welcome you most heartily to our Interna-
tonal Symposium in this 2000-year old
town, Mainz.

Geographically speaking, we are
exactly on latitude 50° north and close to
longitude 8° west.

When we founded the Freundeskreis
fiir Cartographica in Berlin seven years
ago we hardly realised that we would so
soon be flattered by being invited to host
so many distinguished people from all
over the world. When IMCoS President
Dr Helen Wallis came in 1985 to West
Berlin for an exhibition she was accompa-
nied on her flight by a Chinese globe,
which is reputed to have travelled with its
own ticket as Mr Globe! Now Helen is
presiding over representatives from 18
countries who have gathered in Germany.

First of all, I would like to thank Mrs
Hannebutt-Benz very much for offering
us the facilines of this famous museum,
and all the people who have prepared and
sponsored this exhibiton. This enabled
IMCoS and the Freundeskreis to combine
for the first time to look at early printed
maps.

We are also happy about the partici-
pation of the society named after aleading
humanist who influenced the booming
period in Nuremberg in the 16th century:
Willibald Pirckheimer, a close friend of
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Conrad Peutinger. In 1525 he translated
and published, in cooperation with Regio-
montanus, a new edition of Ptolemy’s
Geographia.

The exhibition and the symposium
cover an exciting era in which a great
wealth of cartographical works came into
being, especially works of practical cos-
mography, globes and maps.

Before this epoch the western limits
of the known world were marked by the
Pillars of Hercules — non plus ultra. Then
Charles V dropped the word ‘non’ from
the saying. This king interpreted the two
Latin words ‘plus ultra’ as an encourage-
ment to ‘push ever further’, ‘adventure
westward beyond the Pillars’. But the hu-
manist from Basle and author of the Nar-
renschiff, Sebastian Brant, was already
wisely warning in 1494: ‘Discoveries may
have been successful and widened man’s
horizons, but man will not reach his goal
if he seeks to find out everything but ne-
glects to recognise himself for whathe is.’

Around the year 1500 a quarter of the
land and a fifth of the sea were known to
the Europeans. It was only then that
people began to have an idea of the ratio
of land to sea.

The large German share in the early
maps of places discovered, particularly in
America, reflects the underestimated im-
portance of the German instrument
makers and cartographers of the 16th cen-
tury rather than German’s direct political
and economic interest. It can scarcely be
another German work that focused such
intense attention on the process of dis-



covering new territories by sea, as seen in
the section on Portugal in the Nuremberg
Chronicle. Unfortunately we cannot even
find a realistic view of Mainz in it, be-
cause the printer of the Chronicle was a
very smart businessman, and had no con-
science about depicting Mainz and then
five pages later Naples as identical cities.
The fascination of the early maps lies
not only in their historical interest, but
equally in their aesthetic — and more so
their nostalgic — factors. How else can
we explain their widespread popularity,
their high second-hand value, and their
increasing commercial reproduction.
Today the study of the history of car-
tography makes a major contribution to
the study of human development, knowl-
edge and culture. Above all, this is be-

cause maps are a medium for the storage
of knowledge with a high information
density.

At all ames people have wavelled
with a wide variety of aims. All of them
led to contacts and encounters that
changed ways of thinking and living and
were quite literally ‘instructive’. Al-
though in the present age our sense of real
distance has dwindled to nil and affected
our sense for exciting perception, you
have shown us by travelling from all over
the world to the two-thousand and more
year old cities of the Rhine that you have
preserved your eagerness and inquisitive-
ness. We will do our best not to disappoint
you, and wish all of you a successful meet-
ing and much pleasure as well.

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE

IMCoS TRAVEL GRANTS

The Executive Committee of IMCoS has de-
cided to use the assets of IMCoS accruing from
invested monies to help young members attend
the society’s symposia. It is proposed that
Travel] Grants, to start with one per year, to the
value of £300be aw---1ed to assist young mem-
bers to travel to, or stay at, the location of either
the annual UK symposium, for those coming
from outside the UK, or the international sym-
posium, for those coming from outside the host
country.

Members are invited to submit their appli-
cation for the award of this Travel Grant, if they
fulfil the following requirements:

1. They should have been a fully paid-up
member of IMCoS for two calendar
years before the year in which the sym-
posium is held.

2. They should be under the age of 32 years
at the time of the symposium.

3. They should undertake to write a report of
their attendance at the symposium for
publication in the IMCoS Journal.

4. The application should state the member’s
date of birth, and be recommended by
two fully paid-up members of IMCoS.

A Travel Grant committee composed of
the President of IMCoS, the Executive Chair-
man, and the International Chairman will de-
cide upon the recipient of the award each year.

Suitable applications are invited at any
time during the year, stating the symposium for
which the Travel Grant is requested.

The decision of the Travel Grant Commit-
tee will be final, and no further correspondence
will be entertained. If an applicant’s proposal
1s not accepted, they are free to apply again, so
long as they fulfil the above requirements.

Applications should be sent to IMCoS
Chairman & Editor (see page 3 for address).



The Chronicle of the World
known as The Nuremberg Chronicle
by Hartmann Schedel, Nuremberg 1493

Hartmann Schedel’s Nuremberg
Chronicle was first published 500 years
ago. It is legitimate to commemorate this
event during a congress about historical
cartography since Schedel’s book in-
cludes two maps.

To its completion, the ‘turn of the
times’ between the Middle Ages and the
modern world extended over about two
centuries — depending on how events are
interpreted. In Europe north of the Alps,
however, this change culminated at about
1500 AD. Atthat time cosmography, geo-
graphy, cartography and topographical
description were more closely linked to
the field of literature and early humanistic
thought than to scientific-mathematical
calculation or to the establishment of facts
on the basis of experience.

So far as Hartmann Schedel’s
Chronicle of the World — ‘Liber chroni-
carum’ — and cartography are concerned,
the relevant events are concentrated in the
period 1492 to 1494.

In 1492, due to his inspired but erro-
neous idea that he had found the western
sea route to India, Christopher Columbus
(1451-1506) landed in October on an is-
land off Cuba.

In Nuremberg, the initiative of the
seafarer Martin Behaim led to the creation
of his ‘Erdapfel’ (which may be translated
as ‘Apple of the Earth’). It is the only
globe of these early tmes to have come
down to us. It made visible to everybody
the spherical shape of the earth, thus dem-
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onstrating the possibility of a western sea
route to India. However, at this time Col-
umbus’ discovery had not yet become
known among the circle of learned men in
Nuremberg. Behaim’s ‘earth apple’
shows the traditional three continents —
Asia as the biggest, Europe and Affrica.
They are shown in the form in which they
had been known since the Middle Ages,
and had often been drawn as simple T-O
maps.

In the same year, 1492, the physician
Erhard Etzlaub published his map of the
surroundings of Nuremberg. It is oriented
to the south, and is important because it is
the first map printed in Germany. It in-
cludes a text in German printed off wood
and gives exact distances between the in-
dividual places shown. Nuremberg is in
the centre of the towns which are sur-
rounded by acircle. Schedel owned a copy
of this map. He also owned Etzlaub’s later
map of the route to Rome — this map is
also oriented to the south. Both maps sur-
vive as part of Schedel’s manuscript of the
Latin version of his Chronicle (Munich,
Bavarian State Library).

1493 also saw the publication of
Schedel’s Chronicle of the World. This
work was of epoch-making importance
for the history of early printing. Not only
is it illustrated with striking views of
towns, but it has a unity of script and
picture which had never been achieved
before. Since its embellishment with illus-
trations was extensive and therefore



costly, the work appeared in two versions,
in the original Latin on the 12th of July
1493, and in a German translation on the
23rd of December of the same year. The
translation was done by Georg Alt, the
scribe of the city of Nuremberg. Accord-
ing to a handwritten note the translation
was finished on the 5th of October 1493.

The Chronicle contains two maps,
one of the world and one of Germany. The
latter map is rare because, being the last
page of the book and without a page num-
ber, it is frequently missing. Further, it
was the first map of Germany to be printed
as part of a book. These two maps do not
follow Etzlaub’s model but are oriented to
the north, according to the model of
Piolemy.

On the 3rd of March 1494, a few
weeks after the publication of the German
version, Schedel wrote his Last Will. In it
he made the following provision, among
others, for his library, which was, in Ger-
many, the largest private collection of
books and manuscripts of the early hu-
manist era: ‘Item my books. All those in
the library I send with everything belong-
ing to them so that they may stay together
and be useful to the name of Schedel and
to my children and their descendants, and
if one of these (books) is used, it should
be put back according to the index, and
they should be kept clean . . . in praise of
God.’

The carefully directed collection of
his library is an achievement by which
Hartmann Schedel attempts to rescue his
name from oblivion. His very personal
wish to live on in his work is an expression
of his conviction that the individual is
unique. This is a very modern attitude of
mind.

Schedel’s testamentary wish has been
fulfilled. His library — a few exceptions
apart — has survived and forms the basis
of the Bavarian State Library in Munich,
formerly the Royal Library.

On the 7th of June 1494 Alexander
VI, the then Pope, concluded a treaty be-
tween Spain and Portugal concerning the
division of newly conquered lands to the
west of Europe. This treaty also covered
all future conquests. (A meridian was
taken as the dividing line.)

1492 t0 1494 — during this short span
of two years the image of the world altered
radically though not all contemporaries
were aware of the change.

Hartmann Schedel, born in Nurem-
berg in 1440, orphaned at the age of
eleven, was taken care of by a cousin who
was his senior by one generation. This
cousin, Hermann Schedel, a Nuremberg
physician, had been educated mainly in
Padua. There he pursued his medical
studies, but also humanistic studies and
the collection of books, a passion which
he recommended to his ward. Hartmann
was receptive to this. In 1466 Hartmann
Schedel himself acquired the title of Doc-
tor of Medicine at the University of Padua.
Atthat time this university was frequented
by numerous students from Nuremberg
families. By way of Nordlingen and Am-
berg Schedel became in 1484 physician to
the city of Nuremberg.

Here he moved into a house in the
street called ‘Unter der Veste’, the present
‘Burgstrasse’ (Castle Sireet). He became
aneighbour of the goldsmith Albert Diirer
senior and his yo-—g son. Michael Wolge-
mut, owner of the most important work-
shop for the manufacture of late Gothic
altars of the ‘Schreinaltar’ (lit. ‘shrine
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altar’) type, lived in this same street. He
had now turmmed towards woodcuts for
book illustration. Anton Koberger was
also a neighbour of Hartmann Schedel
before he moved into his large house on
the ‘Agidienberg’ where he had accom-
modation for his printing works. With
more than a hundred craftsmen of the
printing trade his was the most important
printing works not only of Nuremberg.
The writing master Anton Neudorffer and
members of still existing patrician
families of Nuremberg also had their do-
miciles ‘Unter der Veste’, i.e. below the
castle; they were the Scheurl. the Hars-
dorffer, Haller, Kress von Kressenstein,
the Stromer. There was also the monastery
called ‘Predigerkloster’ which was de-
stroyed during the war. The beginning of
the street was, and still is, next to the east
choir of the Sebaldus church. Sebald
Schreyer (1446—-1520) held the important
office of church warden here.

The Chronicle came into being not
only on the basis of the large and import-
ant library of Hartmann Schedel; its reali-
sation as a printed and unusually richly
illustrated book may well be due in no
small measure to good relations with
neighbours who could and did contribute
towards it.

“The Nuremberg Chronicle’ is the
name of the work in the English-speaking
world even though it is not a history of
Nuremberg. It is a history of the world, as
described by Hartmann Schedel, and it
begins in the medieval tradition with Gen-
esis, as described in the Bible. It continues
smoothly with the history of the Greeks
and Romans, and covers events in Central
Europe, dealing with secular as well as
papal history. It continues right up to the

day-to-day events of Schedel’s own time.
Even broadsheet news found its way in.
Schedel’s humanism, then, is still firmly
rooted in the Christian faith; he puts a
preface before the beginning of Genesis in
which he says: ‘It was not Jupiter who
made this thing but the maker of the
world, the origin of all good who is God,
whose beginning may not be understood
nor be searched for.” This is a clear com-
mitment to Christianity and to the church.
Early humanism is poised between Chris-
tian tradition stemming from the Middle
Ages and modern study of Antiquity in-
cluding mathematics and geography. Its
position could not have been formulated
better than by Schedel’s remark in his
preface.

On the reverse of this page is the
title-woodcut of the Chronicle: God the
Father enthroned, his right hand in a ges-
ture of benediction. He indicates the op-
posite page where the text about the
creation of the world begins, holding the
globe — the ‘earth apple?’ — surmounted
by the cross.

A fully realised working drawing for
this woodcut, dated 1490, survives in the
British Museum. This pen-and-ink draw-
ing is initialled and dated by Wolgemut,
showing that as early as 1490 preparations
were already going on for the more than
six hundred woodblocks for the illustra-
tons. Its composition refers to the title-
woodcut of Erhard Reuwich’s Journey to
the Holy Land, Mainz 1486.

Wolgemut’s fine drawing is itself evi-
dence of transitional change. The dra-
peries and the band of clouds round the
figure speak the language of the late Go-
thic while the putti, rather profane in feel-
ing, embody a modern interpretation of
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the human figure. These putti play inno-
cently among the branches which com-
plete the design at the top.

Besides embodying aspects of the
past and the future, Schedel’s Chronicle
is a perfect example of early book produc-
tion.

We know the author, and also the
printer. He was Anton Koberger
(1440/45-1513). The woodcut illustra-
tions were designed and executed by Mi-
chael Wolgemut (1434/37-1519) and his
stepson Wilhelm Pleydenwurff (died
1494). Like Koberger, both are mentioned
by name in the colophon. They were the
owners of a large workshop which of
course included apprentices and jour-
neymen. The most famous apprentice of
Wolgemut and Pleydenwurff was Al-
brecht Diirer who initially served an ap-
prenticeship as goldsmith. From the end
of November 1486 to the end of 1489 he
studied drawing and painting with the
above two masters. He also learnt all the
techniques required for the making of
woodcuts.

Wolgemut had produced full-page
woodcuts of a large size for the Achatzbe-
hdlter (Treasury), published in 1491. This
was a devotional book by the Franciscan
monk and preacher Stephan Fridolin
(1430-1498) who lived in Nuremberg. It
is probable that the work on the illustra-
tions for the Chronicle started before
1490, i.e. the date given on the pen- and-
ink drawing for the title-woodcut. This
has led art historians todiscuss fiercely the
pros and cons of whether the young Diirer
took part in the composition and execu-
tion of the first few pages of the
Chronicle.

Despite the size of his business Anton

Koberger was sceptical about the com-
mercial prospect of producing so exten-
sive a work with such a wealth of
illustrations. Therefore there was need for
patrons who would pay the artists and who
would be willing to meet the cost of com-
posing and printing, of the woodblocks
and the not inconsiderable amount of
paper. Patrons were found in the persons
of the church warden of Saint Sebaldus,
Sebald Schreyer, and his brother-in-law
Sebastian Kammermeister (died before
1509). Their names too appear in the co-
lophon; we also know about them from
surviving agreements which they, as fin-
ancial backers, made with the artists and
also with Koberger. The name of the
author does not appear in these texts!

A text enriched with so many illustra-
tions called for a layout for the compositor
to work to because the prints were in-
tended to be placed exactly next to the
relevant text. Considering the different
formats of the prints, this was a highly
complicated undertaking. Fortunately the
layout designs for both editions have been
preserved for us in the historic city library
of Nuremberg. They had been the
property of Schreyer, i.e. the financial
backer. The Latin original was written by
Schedel himself in his distinctive hand.
The space for each illustration had not
only been left clear but had also been
marked by a sketch drawn in a more or less
cursory manner. It is probable that these
were done by Wolgemut himself who
would have conformed to either the work-
ing drawing or a first proof of the wood-
cut. Marking the places in this way
became more and more perfunctory to-
wards the end of the layout. Throughout
the German version there is less of this
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marking. In both sets of layouts the space
to be left free is often marked by a single
word only.

- The situation is different when it
comes to the map of Germany, which,
added as a final double-page, originated
from Hieronymus Miinzer (1437-1508).
He was also the author of ‘The Seventh
Age’, a section describing different coun-
tries which was added to the main text.
Going by modermn foliation, his text ex-
tends from sheet 313v to 323r in the layout
for the Latin version, followed by his
statement that his contribution was com-
pleted on the 4th of April1493! Preceding
the above contribution headed ‘Additio’,
there are several small corrections by
Miinzer in Schedel’stext, starting on sheet
294v. Again the text is concerned with
large-scale descriptions of countries.

Like Schedel, Miinzer was a physi-
cian in Nuremberg; he too had a library
which was oriented towards humanistic
thought (185 titles have been established);
however, he was much more interested in
geographical problems. His style of writ-
ing is quite different from that of Schedel.
This is illustrated by a comparison with
Schedel’s descriptions of towns.

Generally speaking, it is the views of
towns and cities which are the cause of the
fame, one might even say popularity, of
Schedel’s work. There are some reliable,
i.e. correct views (32), and some fanciful
images. Some of the latter were used sev-
eral times; they were simply pictures to
illustrate the idea of ‘town’, an attitude
which was antiquated, even naive. But
even the texts accompanying authentic
views are ..iixed. For example, the fol-
lowing is said about Augsburg which is so
close to Nuremberg (to indicate the great

age of this famous city): ‘The Swabian
people were descended from the son of
Noah, Japhet, who was the first to inhabit
this land, and who built this town because
one wanted to have plenty of water and
fresh air . . .” For his home town Nurem-
berg, though situated outside the Roman
‘Limes’, Schedel even pressed the Ro-
mans into service. Going by a rumour, he
expressed the opinion that emperor Tibe-
rius Claudius Nero was connected with
the castle above the town, Neroberg-
Niirnberg. By contrast, Schedel also pro-
duced some very graphic descriptions of
towns. Sometimes he went back to written
sources, for example in the case of Vienna
which had been portrayed by Aeneas Sil-
vio Piccolomini. Sometimes, as in the
case of the Rhine Falls, he gave a report
based on personal experience, though
whether it was his own experience or that
of an informant remains uncertain. In any
case, this vivid description of a natural
phenomenon may well be considered as a
piece of early German prose. In the sec-
tion about Basle it says: ‘The river Rhine
rises in the mountains and running be-
tween, and bursting against, many jagged
rocks it is constrained to such an extent
that it produces a terrible roar. At Schaff-
hausen it tumbles down with great ve-
hemence, and at the little town of
Luaffenberg it is so squeezed by rocks that
it is forcibly turned into a white foam.
From there it runs horribly foaming
through a wide gorge towards Basle.’
(Sheet 243v).

The additions by Miinzer do not con-
tain such a mixtre of fanciful images,
history and clear description. His are de-
scriptions of countries in which he con-
siders people and their history as well as
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geographical features. His arrangement
even of the individual articles reveals the
geographer and traveller. Starting in the
south-east he begins with Hungary ‘which
adjoins the fatherland of the Emperor
Frederic’; he tells about the conflicts with
the Turks, and continues with Transylva-
nia, Macedonia, the lands of Greece and
the many peoples between Greece and
Austria who live in the mountains and
along the Adriatic coast. He relates much
historical information about Austria, and
devotes additional articles to Styria and
Carinthia. His ‘journey’ continues via
Moravia and Silesia to Poland, Lithuania,
Estonia and briefly to Russia. From there
his descriptions take us back to Central
Europe and ‘the great country of Saxony’.

In the north he pays particular atten-
tion to Norway, followed by the provinces
of the Netherlands, Westphalia, Hesse,
Franconia and the regions of the Upper
Rhine. In a supplementary section he
mentions all those places which had not
been dealt with by Aeneas Silvio Picco-
lomini. This includes the Swabians, ‘the
most noble people of Germany’. Further,
there are reports about France, the whole
of modemn Great Britain as well as Spain
and Portugal.

Miinzer’s most important contribu-
tion to the work of his humanistically-
minded fellow doctor is the map which is
known as the map of Germany.

This two-page map was added to the
end of the Chronicle. It is 39 by 59 cm
excluding margins. It extends from Ice-
land, Norway, Greenland in the north to
Ragusa, i.e. Dubrovnik, Trieste, Verona
and Marseilles in the south. In the west-
eastern dimension it covers the area from
Tours and Normandy to Riga, Moscow,

Transylvania and Constantinople. The
names of Turkey and Albania appear
along the bottom edge. (This shows the
extent of Turkish conquests at that time
reaching far up into the Balkans.) The
names to towns and rivers are cut in capi-
tal and small letters into the block, those
of countries and provinces in capitals.
This map is different from the map of
Germany in the edition of Ptolemy pub-
lished in 1478 in Rome. The map in the
Chronicle covers amuch larger areabut it
does not give the degrees of latitude and
longitude nor the respective highest posi-
tions of the sun. These dates, important for
cartography, are given on another map
which originated with Cardinal Nikolaus
Cusanus. Printed posthumously in 1491,
it is a copperplate engraving in the form
of a trapezium. This Cusanus map covers
approximately the same area as the map
in the Chronicle and is therefore con-
sidered to be its model. The popularity of
Miinzer’s map, combined with the ease
with which it can be removed from the
book, have led to complete copies of
Schedel’s Chronicle becoming rare.

The far more decorative map of the
world is placed within the book, i.e. at the
beginning of the ‘Second Age’, which
starts with the story of Noah after the
flood. The map is intended to document
the story of Noah’s sons who were sentout
to people the earth. As mentioned before
in the description of Augsburg, Japhet and
his descendants were responsible for Eu-
rope, Shem took over Asia, and Ham dealt
with Africa. These three sons — repre-
sented here as dignified bearded pa-
triarchs — hold in their hands the
geographical representation of the world,
thus symbolising at the same time the
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the German edition was reprinted 1n
Augsburg by Johannes Schénsperger.
This edition was much smaller in size. The
illustrations had of course to be re-cut. A
second issue followed in 1500. Even for
the original Latin version there was a
group of buyers, Schdnsperger reckoned.
These reprints of a reduce format — we
may as well call them “pirated’ editions —
are known among collectors as the ‘Little
Schedel’. Strangely, they are more rarely
found on the collectors’ market than the
Koberger editions which did not sell very
well.

If the sale of the 1493 editions was
obviously slow this will not have been due
to the price alone. We have a document
dating from 23rd November 1493, i.e.
from the time immediately following the
publication of the Latin original. It is a
contract between Sebald Schreyer and
Conrad Celtis (1459-1508) for anew ver-
sion of Schedel’s text: ‘I, the afore-men-
tioned Celtis shall and will diligently
correct the work, the Chronicle, which has
now been printed, and shall give it a new
form including a new [piece about] Eu-
rope. And this I shall do for the afore-men-
tioned Schreyer and his associates . . .’

Even in 1493 the younger generation of
humanists found part of the text no longer
bearable. They did not want to read the
amusing stories of Greeks and Romans
who were supposed to have been involved
in the founding of German towns. They
wanted to eradicate the medieval and an-
tiquated mixing-up of history and biblical
events. For his younger contemporaries
Hartmann Schedel’s work was out-of-
date, perhaps even antiquated; the modem
age had come much closer.

The revision, or perhaps complete re-
writing by Conrad Celtis of the text did
not happen. Whether Celts did not want
to hurt his friend Hartmann Schedel with
hiscorrections, or whether hisactivities as
abusy lecturer at the universities of Ingol-
stadt, Regensburg and later Vienna
prevented him, we shall never know. The
fact remains that German literature would
have been richer by an important piece of
prose if Celtis had fulfilled his contract.

ELISABETHRUCKER

The second paper read at Mainz, by Eva-
Maria Hanebutt-Benz, will appear in the
next issue of the IMCoS Journal.

e 3k 3k ofe 3k ok sk ok Sk ok

GERMANY 1993

Our 12th International Symposium began
in Mainz on Friday 10th September when
we assembled for a reception at the Ra-
thaus by the Kulturdezermet Dr Anton
Keim. Members and friends, 120 in all,
gathered from 18 different countries as far
apart as Australia and Iceland, were look-
ing forward to joining with Freundeskreis
fiir Cartographica in der Stiftung Preussi-
scher Kulturbesitz of Berlin for this Sym-

posium. The Town Hall was modern with
a commanding view of the Rhine and
from there we went to the picturesque old
town for another reception kindly hosted
by Siegfried Brumme of Galerie Brumme.
Many interesting maps were displayed
there but especially I could not take my
eyes off the five large Danckerts’ wall
maps.

The next morning we assembled at
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IMCoS President Dr Helen Wallis, fol-
lowed by hearty thanks to Consul Oswald
Dreyer-Eimbcke and his wife Erica and
Dr Bernd Rohde, President of the Freun-
deskreis fiir Cartographica, and to Dr Lo-
thar Zogner, Head of the map division,
National Library, Berlin (whose parents
were married at Bad Godesburg) and all
the others who had worked so hard to
make the Symposium such a success. We
even thanked in advance Professor Fritz
Hellwig for his paper which he delivered
the next day at the Science Institute. Peter
Batchelor was our master of ceremonies
and he was most ably assisted by Captain
Hans Kok in German who rounded off the
evening in humorous style.

The next morning Prof. Fritz Hellwig
lived up to our expectations, starting off
with references to several English travel-
lers on the Rhine, including a coxed four
of oarsmen who rowed down the river in

1851. He then included details of the large
range of maps of the Rhine which are
extant. Many of these were on view in the
remarkable exhibition ‘Rivers in the heart
of Europe’, which covered maps of the
Rhine, the Elbe and the Danube. Amongst
the many outstanding items in the exhibi-
ton I particularly liked Johann Christoph
Lochner’s ‘Rheinlaufkarte’ of 1690, some
marvellous military maps and panoramas,
and the town plans. There was so much to
see and I have had much pleasure from
looking at the catalogue since I returned
home.

The Symposium concluded with a
buffet lunch hosted by the Freundeskreis
fiir Cartographica and the Bitburg
Brewery, and we thank them for their
hospitality.

CAROLINE BATCHELOR

Rokkokkokkkokkkkk

HURRAH FOR THE HUNTINGTON!

Whenever I travel to a new place, after 1
have checked out any map dealers in the
area, [ will often explore the local libraries
to try to find ou. what they have to offer
in terms of map collections. In the pursuit
of this approach, I have seen some great
items and met some great people of the
staff of such places as the Bibliothéque
National in Paris, the Diet National Lib-
rary in Tokyo, the National Museum in
Singapore and of course the Map Room of
the British Library. In these places, I have
been impressed with the knowledge and
helpfulness of the staff, who generally

know just where to find almost any item
or reference which I might need.

I was most pleased, then, when my
daughter moved to Pasadena, California,
in suburban Los Angeles, because of the
chance to get to know a premier institution
in the area. Just down the road is one of
the most interesting libraries on the west
coast, The Huntington.

It is nestled in a quiet and affluent
suburban setting in beautiful San Marino,
and the first impression is one of visiting
the estate and garden of a very gracious
family, far removed from the austere
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for this process, and on my ensuing visit I
received a thorough introduction to the
facilities and procedures of the library.
Jill, though relatively new at the Hunting-
ton, is very knowledgeable of sources, not
only in the library proper but in the greater
Los Angeles area as well.

While not open to the general public,
the library welcomes all scholars on a
specific project such as a book or an ar-
ticle. Jill says, “Access is granted after the
Readers’ Service Department has re-
ceived a formal application and two letters
of reference from persons such as the pub-
lisher or editor of the project who can
vouch for the applicant’s qualifications
for scholarly research. Persons not
granted admission can still access the col-
lection since, whenever possible, the
Huntington will lend microfilm copies on
interlibrary loan.”

My initial interest at the Huntington
was the collection of portolan atlases, par-
ticularly the atlas of Portuguese map-
maker Ferfiao Vaz Dourado. This famous
16th century Goan-bom cartographer pro-
duced a series of beautiful atlases which
became a major source of cartographic
material for Linschoten’s landmark work
of the late 16th century, Itinerario. In
search of this work for an article I was
writing, I was introduced to Dr William
Frank, Curator of Hispanic, Cartographic
and Western Manuscripts. Bill has proved
to be a valued resource at the library as
well as a great person to work with.

While quick to explain that he is not
an expert on cartography, Bill is quite
familiar with the period of great European
map making, and has provided useful
background on subjects I needed to know
about. He is also a scholar of Spanish

language early modern sources.

According to Bill, “Thanks to Mr
Huntington’s generosity, the Library has
one of the most important collections in
the Americas of manuscript maps and por-
tolan atlases from the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries, most of which are
described in our Guide to Medieval and
Renaissance Manuscripts. While these
are the best known, the collection is much
broader, ranging from a medieval T-O
map to twentieth century subdivision
maps, with strengths in many places in
between.”

As in any large library, interesting
unlisted items are sometimes ‘dis-
covered’. For example, earlier this year,
eleven Dutch maps of the Brazilian coast
from the mid-seventeenth century were
found bound 1nto a copy of De Laet’s
Historie. Says Bill, “All 1n all, it can be a
rewarding place to do research!”

Besides the manuscript collection,
the Huntington has an extensive rare
books department, a special reading room,
with provisions for word processor use,
typewriters available for hire and small
glass-walled enclosures for group re-
search. There are also periodic seminars
and research conferences sponsored by
the library, usually on subjects such as
early English history and social history.

There is a large and charming exhibi-
tion hall which has housed some im-
pressive exhibitions. For example, last
year Bill Frank put together an impressive
bilingual exhibition: “Spain in the
Americas. What is the Legacy?” It was
open from February through October and
provided a showcase for several of the
Library’s special items, such as the
King/Hamy world map of ¢.1502, a copy
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of Columbus’ ‘Book of Privileges’, the
spectacularly illustrated ‘Vallard Atlas’ of
1547, and an autograph letter by Barto-
lomé de las Casas.

In summary, I am pleased to recom-
mend the Huntington to IMCoS members,
whatever their area of interest. An after-
noon touring the grounds, gardens and
exhibition hall can be most enjoyable to
the casual visitor while on holiday in the
Los Angeles area. Or, for the more serious
student on a specific project, utilising the
collections as a Reader can be a worth-
while and most enjoyable experience.
And who knows, as we map enthusiasts
show more interest in the Huntington col-
lections, we might be rewarded with ex-
panded cartographic acquisitions by the
library!

RICHARD PFLEDERER

The Huntington Garden, Galleries and Li-
brary are located in San Marino, Califor-
nia:

The Huntington

1151 Oxford Road

San Marino, CA 91108 USA

Telephone: 1-818-405-2191
Fax: 1-818-405-0225

They open to the public Tuesday through
Friday from 1.00 pm to 4.30 pm, and on
Saturday and Sunday from 10.30 am to
4.30 pm. Readers have access to the col-
lections Monday through Saturday 8.30
am to 5.00 pm. Being a privately main-
tained institution, there is a nominal dona-
tion requested from the general public to
help support the upkeep of the facilities.

Specialists in fine

atlases and maps

“Kenneth Nebenzahl, Inc

= 2 ’/’

R )

PO Bax 370
Glencoe Illinois 60022

Phone:708/835-0515
‘Fax:708/835-0519

“Dealers, Appraisers, Consultants - €stablished 1957 - Member ABAA/ILAB




Something Old, Something New from Lyon

A further collection of 16th century Italian maps

In the Autumn 1992 issue of the IMCoS
Journal, under a similar title, I wrote
about some unusual early Italian maps in
an atlas factice in the Bibliothéque Mu-
nicipale in Grenoble. The attractions of
the region warranted another trip there in
1993, and although only one exceptional
new map was discovered in Grenoble the
sister library in Lyon yielded some unex-
pected surprises.

In Lyon, the Biblioth¢que Municipale
has a single composite volume of early
maps, an atlas factice which in the seven-
teenth century belonged to the Arch-
bishop of Lyon, Camille de Neufville de
Villeroy.! The atlas is not well known and
consists of 126 maps derived from three
distinct sources:
1. Maps from Maurice Bouguereau’s
Theatre Frangois, from a later edition by
Jean le Clerc. The Le Clerc-Hondius
world map of 1602 is present; also other
Le Clerc maps from the early seventeenth
century up to 1619.
2. About 25 late sixteenth and early seven-
teenth century Italian maps by Amoldo di
Armoldi and Matteo Florimi. The acti-
vities of both of these Siennese carto-
graphers are not widely appreciated,
possibly because they tended merely to
copy earlier cartographers.
3. About 60 maps of mid-sixteenth cen-
tury Italian origin; almost certainly the
remnants of an assembled-to-order collec-
tion of maps which was probably gathered
together in Rome shortly after 1555.

The dates on the Italian maps in the

latter group (3), where they appear on
each map, indicate a compilation rather
earlier than most such atlas factice. The
majority of known ‘Lafreri’ atlases can
usually be dated from the mid-1560s, with
an actual titlepage sometimes being pres-
ent from about 1570, to the 1580s or even
later. The latest date on any map among
the Italian section of the Lyon atlas is
1555, with other dates as shown below:

1532 1543
1535 2x 1545
1537 1551
1538 1552 2x
1539 1553 5x
1541 1554 2x
1542 2x 1555 2x

Of course, the presence of an early
date is no guarantee that the map was
actually published in that year. Successive
publishers frequently reissued earlier
plates without correction, merely chang-
ing the imprint or address. In the Lyon
atlas the most frequently found imprints
are those of the Roman publishers Anto-
nio Salamanca, his successor Antonio La-
freri, and Michele Tramezzino. These
names are consistent with a date of shortly
after 1555 for compilation of the set as a
whole. The latest date, 15535, is found on
two maps: those of Flanders and of Swit-
zerland both engraved by Jacobus Bossius
and published by Tramezzino from Rome.

One map, that of Friuli by Giovanni
Vavassore, has the date 1553, four years
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earlier than the previously recorded date
for the same map of 1557. This further
suggests that the atlas was put together
some time after 1555 but before 1557.

Included in the [talian set were seven
maps either by Giovanni Vavassore or by
Matteo Pagano. Maps by both these early
Venetian cartographers are extremely
scarce as they are often known only by
one or two examples world-wide. I there-
fore list them below, indicating V for Va-
vassore and P for Pagano. All are
woodcuts.

The locations of these maps by Va-
vassore and Pagano are based on those
cited by Bagrow (1939 and 1940).” Since
then other examples have come to light,
even since beginning this article asaresult
of a fortuitous meeting in the British Li-
brary. Thus, Vavassore’s map of Constan-
tinople was hitherto known only from a
unique example in the Germanisches Mu-
seum in Nuremberg. A second copy has
now been uncovered in the University of
California Library, Fullarton, to which
can be added, as a third example, that from
Lyon.”

The first map in the table below, that
of Palestine by Vavassore, is a large and
complex woodcut on four sheets, overall
size 540 x 715 mm. The margins have

however been trimmed so that the actual
map size is probably some 15 mm wider
in each dimension. Its title reads: ‘De-
scriptio Palestinae Nova Per Joannem An-
dream Valvassorium Cognomine
Guadaginum Venetiis’, and it shows not
only Palestine (oriented north-east to
south-west) but large parts of Syria, the
Red Sea and the Nile delta. At the foot of
an elaborate cartouche containing the
names of Biblical locations is the unusual
dedication to Thomas Cranmer, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury: ‘Thomae Cran-
mero Archiepiscopo Cantuarien . . .
Patriae Studiosissimo Doctrinae Christi
Cupidissimo’. The Conservateur at Lyon
was, like me, puzzled as to what moved
Vavassore — a Venetian and presumably
a good Catholic — to dedicate his map to
Cranmer; certainly after the rupture with
Rome which occurred in 1533.

There is a partial answer to this odd-
ity. It seems most probable that Vavassore
copied his map in all essentials from an
earlier, larger, map by Wolfgang Wissen-
berg from Basle; also a woodcut and on
eight sheets. The only copy of thisis in the
Bibliothtque Nationale, Paris.*” Wissen-
berg’s map is undated but an accompa-
nying descriptive booklet dated 1538
refers to the map as having been published

Atlas number Location Comments

70 [V] Palestine Hitherto unrecorded

72 [V] Friuli, 1553 Unique copy of later 1557 state
in Leyden Univ.

73 [P] Cyprus, 1538 Two other copies known

75 [P] Adriatic, [1558] Two other copies known

117 [V] Byzantium/Constantinople =~ Two other copies known

121 [P?] Malta Attribution uncertain

122 [P] Corfu, 1537 Attribution rests on monogram






1. Map of France and Spain by E V
[Enea Vico], 1542.

2. Map of central and eastern Europe
by Salamanca; undated.

3. Anonymous map of Lombardy,
attributed to c. 1520.°

4. Map of Antivaria (Dalmatia) by
Francesco Librer, 1543.

5. Map of Crete, also by Francesco
Librer, 1539.

6. Siege plan of the fortifications and
town of Metz by Philibert Rollet,
1553.

Finally to try and provide some
clarity in assigning dates and priorities to
sixteenth-century Italian maps I have

listed below some of the main map-
makers, both engravers and publishers,
according to three rough time periods:
early, middle and late, divided according
to the two principal publishing centres,
Rome and Venice. As with any illustrative
chart there are of course overlaps but the
groupings approximately correspond to
each individual’s main period of activity.

Some confusion has arisen previously
because several mapmakers are also
known by their latinised names; for in-
stance, ‘Tramezini’ (as it may appear on a
map) rather than his actual name ‘Tramez-
zino’. In the listing above I have provided
the normally-accepted Italian names.

Sixteenth century Italian mapmaker<

Rome Venice
Early Salamanca Vico
[1530s-1550s] Tramezzino Pagano
Bossius Vavassore
Lily Gastaldi (Piedmont)
Beatrizet
Middle Lafreri Forlani
[1550s-1560s] Re Camocio
Clodianus Bertelli (family)
Luchini Zaltieri (Bologna)
Zenoi
Licinio
Late Duchett Bertelli (family)
[1570s—c.1610] Amoldi (Siena) Porro
Florimi (Siena) Magini
Pietro di Nobili Rosaccio
Orlandi Bonifacio
Van Schoel Nelli
Cartaro
Olgiato
Pinargenti
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International News and Events

1994  13th International Symposium
Antwerp

21-24 October

Contact: Itzhak Sperling
Voskenslaan 137

B-9000 Gent

Tel: 32-09/222.31.12

Fax: 32-09/222.32.97

1995  14th International Symposium
in association with the Califor-
nia Map Society

San Francisco

Contact: Alfrd W. Newman
1414 Mariposa St, Vallejo
CA 94590

Tel & Fax: (707) 642 9091

From Dubai

The Maijlis Gallery, Dubai, have just
held the first exhibition of antique maps
of Arabia to have been shown in the Emir-
ate, if not in the United Arab Emirates. For
the first two weeks of November 1993,
thirty-four maps which spanned five hun-
dred years of European mapping of the
Arabian peninsula were hung in the most
appropriate setting of an old Dubai wind
tower house. The Majlis Gallery, which
lives in this typical old Arab house, is now
the established setting for Orientalist Art
in and around Dubai. To add maps of
Arabia obviously proved a success as
people came from far afield to brouse and
acquire.

There is an interesting postscript: as
the maps came down, an exhibition of
photos by the Grand Old Map of Arabian

travel, Wilfred Thesiger, was being put
up. Wilfred Thesiger was there, prised out
of his retirement in Northern Kenya, for
the opening night. He was delighted to see
an old maps of his on display. It had been
printed by the Royal Geographical So-
ciety, for the paper which he read on ‘De-
sert Borderlands of Oman’ which was
published in October—-December 1950
issue of the RGS. Thesiger told the storyof
how, when a French film company
wanted to make a film about him a couple
of years ago, they, and he, wanted to show
him reading maps in his study. It was then
realised that there were no more copies
available of the Journal containing the
map, which had been published in the
following issue of the RGS Journal.

The map was drawn from his com-
pass traverses made in November and De-
cember 1948, between January and April
1949, and between January and March
1950. It incorporates the results of his
journeys between Mataki and Bai in
194647 and between Sabkat Mutti and
Sharja in 1947-48.

FAY HUIDEKOPER-COPE

From Switzerland

Upon the invitation of Landegg
Academy, Wienacht, Dr Cyrus Ala’i
(IMCoS weasurer) delivered a lecture
with slides (ninety minutes) on 1 Septem-
ber 1993, on the ‘History of Cartography
in Medieval Persian Society, and the Eu-
ropean Mapping of Persia’ for an audi-
ence of some 150 Persians residing in
Europe. The talk was part of a compre-
hensive six-day cultural programme ar-
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ranged by the Baha’i Society in Switzer-
land. The lecture was well received and
inspired an interest in cartography among
the audience.

From Cyprus

On 9 November, Tony Campbell of
the British Library Map Room gave the
Agnes Michaelides lecture for the Cultu-
ral Foundation of the Bank of Cyprus. The
title of his talk was ‘Cyprus: The Relia-
bility of Early Maps’.

From USA

The Library of Congress announces
a Travelling Exhibition of Literary Maps
and Photos. ‘Language of the Land: Jour-
neys into Literary America’ examines the
nation’s literary heritage through pic-
turesque literary maps, photographs evo-
cative of specific regions of the country,
and quotations from authors who have
created their own lasting images of
America in their works of prose and

poetry. The exhibition opened in the foyer
of the James Madison Memorial Building
of the Library of Congress, 101 Inde-
pendence Avenue, Washington D.C. on
August 5 and will remain in view there
through January 17, 1994. It will then visit
many other towns in USA.

At the Smithsonian Insitution’s In-
ternational Gallery, an exhinition titled
‘The Power of Maps’ opened on Novem-
ber 9 and will remain on view until
January 23, 1994. The exhibition demon-
strates that maps are more than simply
guides to help people find their way. They
are also powerful instruments of com-
munication, persuasion and authority.
Themes of the exhibition include how
maps frame our world view; how the
forms and functions of maps depend on
the place and time in which they were
made; and how maps support specific pol-
itical, economic and cultural interests.

Forthcoming Events in UK

Thursday 27th January, 1994
Informal Evening at the Farmers’ Club
Members are invited to bring a fa-
vourite map, some new purchase, any-
thing interesting from their collection, to
talk about for a few minutes. The meeting
is held at the Farmers’ Club, 3 Whitehall
Court, London SW1A 1EL,at 6.00 pm. A
small charge will be made to cover the
room hire and refreshments.

Saturday 23rd April, 1994
Visit to Longleat
A visit has been arranged to see the
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map collections at Longleat in Wiltshire,
home of the Marquis of Bath. Further
details will be in the Spring issue of the
Journal.

Committee Meetings

These are held on the second Wed-
nesday in the month, at the Farmers’ Club,
at 5.30 pm. Any visiting International
Representative is invited to attend. Please
get in touch with the Chairman or the
Secretary. Members who would like to
take an active part in IMCoS should also
get in touch with the Secretary.



Warburg Lectures — The London
Series
The next three meetings are:

Dec9 David Woodward, The Gas-
taldi Connection: Italian Maps
of the Americas in the 1560s
and 1570s.

Jan 20 Michael Rogers, Art and Map-

ping: Illustrated Ottoman Cam-
paign Journals

Feb. 17 Roger Kain, Maps and His-
tory: Cadasters in the Service
of the State

Tales from the Map Room

Unfortunately, the BBC decided
against repeating this excellent series of
television programmes in October, as ear-
lier announced. It is hoped they will fea-
ture in later plans. If any member would
like to purchase a video of the series (not
yet commercially available) they should
inquire from: Heather Morris, Director,
Educatonal Publishing, Room A 3157,
BBC Woodlands, 80 Wood Lane, London
W12 0TT.

Fourteenth Annual Symposium
Cambridge 24th & 25th June 1994

Next June IMCoS will be in Cambridge
for the Annual Symposium. Visits have
been arranged to see some of the rare maps
at the University Library and at Trinity
College Library. There will also be time
to look around the Whipple Museum for
the History of Science. The collection is
particularly rich in navigation and surve-
ying instruments. For these visits, to avoid
overcrowding, participants will be
divided into four groups.

In the afternoon we will all gather at
the Scott Polar Research Institute, for
papers about maps of the polar regions,
and the antarctic digital database project.

In a break with tradition, the Annual
Dinner will be the first item on the pro-
gramme, on the Friday evening, when
Roger Fairclough of the University Li-
brary will be the Chief Guest, and will
give an introduction to the collections in
his charge.

The Map Fair will, of course, be held
on the Sunday, at the New Connaught

Rooms, Holbom.

Cambridge will be a busy city that
weekend, as it coincides with Graduation
Day at the university. Members who plan
to attend should book their accommmoda-
tion immediately, to ensure they obtain
room in a hotel of their choice.

For those coming by car, most hotels
have parking space, but it is no longer
possible to drive through the centre of
Cambridge. The University Library can
be reached by car, and the Scott Polar
Research Institute is five minutes walk
from the Gonville Hotel, where the Din-
ner is being held. The four groups will
therefore walk between the various loca-
tions (keeping fingers crossed for a fine
day). Approximate walking distances
have been indicated on the Registration
Form, which goes out with this issue of the
Journal. Members are requested to com-
plete the form and get it back to Harry
Pearce, with payment, as early as
possible.
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REIss & AUVERMANN

Specialized Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps

Two auction sales per annum

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed
bibliographical descriptions available on
request (DM 30; outside Europe $ 40)

Please inquire about our terms for sale by
auction

Our sales always include a large section of
rare and early maps of all parts of the world

Adelheidstralle 2 - D-6240 Konigstein

30 min. from Frankfurt/Main airport
Phone: 49/6174/1017 - Fax: 49/6174/1602

The Carson Clark J.A.L. FRANKS LTD.

Gallery 7 NEW OXFORD STREET,
Fort o 4 ehart of il oarte of LONDON, WC1A 1BA
O G A e, panse Telephone: 071 405 0274
In fact everything for the collector of Discovery. Travel & F ax: 071 430 1259
Topography.
Stock includes items published between Comprehensive stock of maps of
1500-1900. all parts of the world from the
Confidential consultations on valuation 16th to the 19th centuries.

whether buying or selling.

Specialist advice oninvestment. Call atour lovely Gallery
in the heart of Historic Edinburgh or write t0: We particul arly sp ecialise
~ in small, early maps.

A Carson Clark FrGs
SCOTIA MAPS-MAPSELLERS

173 Canongate We welcome any enquiries.
The Royal Mile

Edinburgh EH8 8BN
Tel: 031-556-4710 We usually attend the monthly

Bonnington Map Fairs.
Catalogues issued on request




Book Reviews

Bel et Utile: The work of the Robert de
Vaugondy family of mapmakers, by
Mary Sponberg Pedley. Map Collector
Publications Ltd., 1992. ISBN 0 906430
12 7. 251 pp, 8 colour and 68 black-and-
white illustrations. Price £85.

Bel et Utile is the story of the map-
making activities of the Vaugondy family,
expertly researched and fluently re-
counted by Mary Pedley. Relatively little
has been written, in English at least, about
eighteenth-century French mapmakers
and Mary Pedley’s study thoroughly
delves into the geographic, commercial
and academic issues of the time.

In 1730 the elder member, Gilles Ro-
bert Vaugondy, inherited the residual
stock of Nicolas Sanson’s maps and plates
through his grandson Pierre Moullart-
Sanson. From this base both Gilles and his
son Didier Robert [de] Vaugondy estab-
lished themselves as map makers and pub-
lishers. First they reissued, with
corrections, some of the old Sanson
plates. Then, with the son Didier taking
the lead, the small (quarto-size) Atlas
Poratif was published in 1748 with 136
maps. Their main venture was, however,
the large Atlas Universel (1757 with 108
maps); finally there was the smaller Nou-
vel Atlas Portatif ‘for the instruction of
the young’ published in 1762 with 52
maps. In the 1760s, Didier also produced
several plans of Paris. Mary Pedley lists a
total of 500 maps by the Vaugondys and
acknowledges that more will inevitably
surface.

The Robert de Vaugondys (to give
them their proper surname) entered

French map publishing at an uncertain
time. Starting in the last quarter of the
seventeenth century, more exact metho-
dological techniques had enabled the
Cassini family to map France for the first
time by proper triangulation means. Their
first complete survey had been completed
by the early 1740s, but new advances
allowing precise measurement of the
length of a degree on the earth’s surface
called into question the base accuracy of
earlier French surveys and indeed of many
maps gathered in from other parts of the
world. How was this ever-changing new
geographical information to be incorpor-
ated into printed maps and atlases?

The Vaugondys sought to protect
themselves in the preparation of their
Atlas Universel by listing their sources, 1n
much the same way as Ortelius had done
for his Theatrum of 1570. This was only a
partial palliatve, as some of the Vau-
gondy’s sources now seem of doubtful
relevance. For instance, their map of Eng-
land is said to be taken from ‘celle qui fut
publiée en quartorze feuilles par
M.Ogylby [sic] en 1735°. This seemed an
odd choice, especially s...ce Ogilby died
in 1676. The later mention of ‘Philippe
Owerston’ [sic] in this context allows us
to conjecture that this was almost cer-
tainly the multi-sheet map of England
published by Christopher Browne in 1700
which was indeed reissued by Bowles and
Overton in the mid-1730s. In the case of
the map of France, the Vaugondys do not
seem to have made use of the latest sur-
veys, nor the important general trigon-
ometrical map by Cassini and Maraldi
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published in 1744. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly the Vaugondys therefore were at-
tacked for numerous faults, and Phillipe
Buache — a long-standing opponent —
entered on a campaign to criticise the atlas
project severely.

Mary Pedley recounts all these vi-
cissitudes and discusses the very real
problems of relating a map’s practical
usefulness (as sought by Didier Robert de
Vaugondy) to some hypothetical criterion
of ‘accuracy’. Bel et Utile also has sec-
tions on the cartouches of maps and their
attractiveness, the map trade in France,
the teaching of geography, and the seem-
ingly continuous academic quarrels of the
time. The index is particularly useful in
determining the significance of contem-
porary engravers such as the Delahayes,
Arrivet, Haussard, Gobin, Dussy and
others. Although apparently comprehens-
ive I noticed there were however several
other names — Baquoy, Oger, Bretez, for
instance — which appear in the text but
have not been indexed.

After his father Gilles Robert died in
1766, Didier Robert de Vaugondy
devoted more time to teaching. He seems
to have retired from map publishing, find-
ing it unprofitable, and his effects were
sold in 1778. Eight years later, when he
died in 1786, he was ‘overcome by many
misfortunes’, disillusioned and impover-
ished. Nor has History been kind to the
family. In another wider-ranging study,
Joseph Konvitz’s Cartographyin France:
1660-1848 the names Vaugondy, or Ro-
bert de Vaugondy, do not even rate a
mention in the index.

Nevertheless the Vaugondys made
undoubted contributions to French carto-
graphy, which Mary Pedley describes in

lively detail. It could, however, have been
useful to have had some acknow-
ledgement of their influence abroad, For
instance, in England, William Faden pla-
giarised the Vaugondy’s maps, and in
Italy they were widely used in Santini’s
Venetian Atlas Universal (1776); indeed
the coloured titlepage from this work
adorns the dustjacket to Bel et Utile, and
provides its principal frontispiece. Yet
there are no references to Santini (or
Faden) at all in the whole work.

Bel et Utile is a well-produced book,
with 76 illustrations on thick glossy paper.
It will stand as the authoritative biography
of the Vaugondys for many years, and [
personally hope that Mary Pedley can fol-
low with similar studies of other French
cartographers of the eighteenth century:
D’Anville, Delisle, Bellin and perhaps
Delamarche who as successor to the un-
fortunate Didier was able to succeed
where the Vaugondys failed.

Regrettably for such a fine book, the
production run for Bel et Utile was set at
a very low level of 750 copies only. The
consequent high price of £85 will inevit-
ably limit its purchase and general availa-
bility. However, through the generosity of
the publishers, Map Collector Publica-
tions, the IMCoS Library has been
presented with a copy which thus can be
borrowed by any IMCoS membgr.

RODNEY W. SHIRLEY

Mapping Hong Kong: A historical
Atlas, by Hal Empson. Hong Kong Gov-
ernment Information Services. 1992.
This is a superbly and sumptuously
produced example of what appears to be
a comparatively new genre — the scho-
larly coffee-table book. It contains a
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wealth of attractive and intelligently se-
lected colour reproductions amounting to
about 250 pages of bilingual text (English
and Chinese) and illustrations.

The work is organised in two basic
sections. Pages 10-79 comprise an intro-
duction and 7 chapters on various types of
maps and plans of Hong Kong, ranging
from regional maps to large-scale plans
and aenal photographs, treated chrono-
logically. The remainder is devoted to
full-page and two-page colour reproduc-
tions, mostly to scale, of the maps dealt
with in the earlier chapters.

The pages are attractively and clearly
set out with the date of each map in large
bold figures at the head of the caption (the
importance of clear dates in books of this
kind is often underestimated). Each page
is arranged with the caption to the left,
then text, followed by a reduced illustra-
tion and translation into Chinese, a se-
quence which follows the natural left to
right movement of the eye. The greatly
reduced illustrations give only an im-
pression of the full-size reproductions in
the second section but this device neatly
solves the problem of cramming illustra-
tions and text on the same page, a feature
common to many books of this type. A
disadvantage of this is the necessity to
keep turning the heavy pages to refer to
the larger illustrations when reading the
text, but as the book is so pleasant to
handle this is a minor drawback.

In order to enhance the visual appeal
of the page openings there are attractive
hand-coloured engraved views of Hong
Kong and vicinity running across the top
of each page. These were published by the
Admiralty and are based upon the draw-
ings of Lieut. 1.G. Heath, RN of HMS Iris
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in 1846. However, the fact that the same
view is repeated every fourth page open-
ing suggests a lack of other suitable ma-
terial. There are also untitled
monochrome vignettes of historical sea
vessels, topographical views and the odd
anchor, presumably to emphasise the nau-
tical importance of Hong Kong.

The knowledgeable and well-re-
searched yet compulsively readable and
unpatronising text comes as no surprise to
the author of this review as I had the
pleasure of meeting the author of the
book, Hal Empson, while researching in
the Map Library. This pleasant and unas-
suming man retired in 1988 after a distin-
guished career as Senior Cartographer,
Hong Kong Ordnance Survey, Royal En-
gineers Survey, Directorate of Overseas
Survey and Iraq Petroleum Co., UK,
1945-52; Geological Survey of Tanga-
nyika (Tanzania) 1952-64; New Terri-
tories Administration, Crown Lands and
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Survey Office and Mapping Office, Hong
Kong, 1964-88. It seems rather pedantic
to criticise this work as it has so many
good points. However, I will mention a
few more obvious deficiencies.

The most noticeable omission for me
as a library worker is the lack of shelf-
marks of the items reproduced. This
would be useful information for anyone
wishing to follow up his references and
saves an enormous amount of time for an
institution’s photographic service. In a
similar vein, the version of the map repro-
duced for Frontispiece 2 described as °...
the oldest existing map of China carved in
stone in 1137’ is obviously not carved in
stone. There are references in the upper
and lower margins to volume and plate
numbers but it is not at all obvious from
which work this copy of the map is
derived. Also in the context of old maps
of China it might have been interesting to
mention the Han silk maps of BC 168,
although these only show the local area of
present-day Changsha. Again on the ques-
tion of sources, the two Dalrymple charts
of the coast of China (plates 1/8 and 1/10)
are stated as being published in 1786 and
1792 respectively, although it is also
stated that the earlier chart was published
after the later chart. There is no explana-
tion of the source of these publication
dates and the latest dates on the charts
themselves are 1760 and 1771 respec-
tively.

Several references are made in the
text to the Kang Hsi atlas of 1718, the first
Jesuit survey, as being a seminal work for
many later maps, such as the d’Anville
Province de Quang-Tong (1737). It is not
obvious from the text why this has not
been reproduced especially as there is an

original held in the Map Library. Another
slight confusion arises from the advance
mention of the 1905 ‘Ordnance Survey
map’ (p. 33), which in fact refers to the
1:84,480 War Office map, GSGS 1393,
lustrated on pages 41 and 141 (plate 2/8).
It is important to note that although the
Ordnance Survey printed some War Of-
fice maps, the two organisations were and
still are administratively separate, the
name War Office being replaced by the
Ministry of Defence Directorate of Mili-
tary Survey.

Despite these minor criticisms I can
thoroughly recommend this work to the
discerning reader and map enthusiast. The
price of $498 HK (about £40) is very
reasonable considering the care and ex-
pertise that has go1  into the production
of this book and it should find its way into
many reference libraries and homes.

GEOFF ARMITAGE

John Leland’s Itinerary: Travels in
Tudor England, by John Chandler. Alan
Sutton Publishing Ltd., Stroud, Glouces-
teshire. 1993. 601pp. £25.

This book is best desciribed in the
first three paragraphs of the auhtor’s pre-
face:

‘Most people have heard of John Le-
land, just as they have heard of Celia
Fiennes or William Cobbett. Most histo-
nans of towns and villages have taken the
trouble to consult the Iltinerary, in the
hope of finding a description, neat and
quotable, about their chosen place.
Usually they have not been disappointed.
But few people have copies of Leland on
their bookshelves, or can claim to thave
read the Itinerary from cover to cover.

“There are two reasons for this. First,
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the only edition published this century (in
1906-10, reprinted in 1964) is a scarce
work, in five daunting volumes, and is
only encountered as dog-eared copies in
libraries. Second, the form in thich the
Itinerary exists, in Tudor English inter-
spersed with Latin, and often as disjointed
notes, is not to the modern reader particu-
larly user-friendly.

“This book is an attempt to remedy
both these difficulties. I have compressed
into a single volume practically every-
thing of topographical and local history
interest from the standard edition, turing
it into modern English, and rearranged it
by historic English county. I hope that by
doing so I shall enable a much wider
readership to enjoy this remarkable work,
and to become acquainted with it as a
whole, rather than merely encountering
fragments in the pages of others.’

Chandler’s ‘compression’, although
thorough and painstaking, does not make
for exciting reading and it would be a very
confirmed bibliophagist that would enjoy
reading this from cover to cover. Never-
theless to the student of English history
this will be a vbery useful work indeed;
and I would go further and say that to
anyone interested in local history and who
does a lot of travel it would be handy to
have in the back of the car, or even poss-
ibly in the rucksack. Unfortunately the
IMCoS library copy is not available for
this purpose!

There is not much on offer for the map
enthusiast. The county maps of Speed
have been added, but as they are in black
and white and reduced to quarto they ar
not exactly afeast for the eye,and a simple
line map for each county names the places
visited and the course of Leland’s travel
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as nearly as can be judged. Far more grat-
ifying are the numerous large-scale town
plans which the author has included, as
nearly contemporary as possible, together
with many veiws of towns and country
seats, all of which add greatly to the value
of the text. An essential feature of a refer-
ence work of this nature is a good index,
which is provided, and there is also a local
history bibliography.

CHRISTOPHER TERRELL

New Map Publications

Information about two new map fac-
similes has been received recently. Buch-
handlung Beer AG of Ziirick have
produced a facsimile edition of the 1546
Portolan Atlas of Battista Agnese, with 13
maps, edited by Prof. Arthur Diirst. Text
in both English and German is available,
in the limited edition of 700 copies. The
price (till December 1993) is sFr, 2,960.
[Tel: 00411/21127 05]

London Topographical Society has
published ‘Map of the Geology and Con-
tours of London and its Environs’ by Ro-
bert Mylne, 1856. On a scale of 3":1 mile,
the 4 sheets (each 46 x 59 cm)extend from
Hornsey to Crystal Palace, and from Kew
to Greenwich. The price is £20 (plus post
at cost). [Tel: 071-488 6826]

IMCoS LIBRARY

The long-awaited list of books in the
IMCoS Library, and details of how
members may borrow them, will be
sent out shortly, now that they have
all been catalogued. All books sent
for review in this Journal are d
posited in the Library.
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