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From the President's Desk 

In 1991 IMCoS continued its programme 
of international symposia across the 
world. Our meetings at Singapore and 
Sydney took us for the frrst time to the 
Equator and into the Southern Hemis­
phere. In choosing these venues we fol­
lowed in the footsteps of the Portuguese 
pioneers who in the 1490s linked Europe 
with India and the fabled Indies. 

Our last issue reported on the Singa­
pore symposium. This number provides 
a second instalment with articles on the 
Sydney meeting, held jointly with the 
Australian Map Circle and the Mitchell 
Library. Cosimo and Richard Miller have 

' h . Th \ wntten reports on t e symposmm. e 
abstracts of papers give the flavour of 
the proceedings, which like those of the 
Singapore symposium, are to be publish­
ed. 

Our meetings at the Mitchell Library 
evoked for me special memories of my 
frrst visit to Australia in 1970. I flew out 
to Sydney escorting ten large crates of 
material for the Captain Cook Bicenten­
ary Exhibitions at the Australian Museum 
and the Mitchell Library. One of the high 
spots of the Bicentenary was the re-en­
actment of Cook's landing at Botany Bay. 
Last year our visit was not to the landing 
site? where young Joseph Banks went off 
botanizing. Instead we visited the Laper­
ouse Museum, a fine memorial to French 
exploration, and we were honoured to 
have with us a distinguished colleague 
from France, Admiral Fran~ois Bellec. 

Laperouse' s tragic disappearance was 
one mystery finally resolved. I wonder 
whether we shall ever know for certain 
the denouement of another mystery? 
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whether the Portuguese discovered Aus­
tralia in the 1520s. Is the land mass of 
Java-la-Grande, as depicted on the charts 
of the Dieppe hydrographers, really a rep­
resentation of Australia? One fascinating 
map which may be the earliest printed 
map to depict Australian coasts is that 
of Arias Montanus, 1571, illustrating his 
remarkable polyglot Bible. In the poster 
session we awarded the prize for the best 
display to Howard Freeman for his article 
on this map, and presented him with a 
copy of Captain Cook~s charts, vol. I, 
edited by Lt Cdr Andrew David, 1988. 

I would like to express our thanks 
again to Robert Clancy and his colleagues 
for the successful symposium at Sydney, 
and for making IMCoS so welcome on 
its frrst venture Gdown under?- a phrase 
which reminds us how persistent is the 
Ptolemaic picture of the world. 

I have two other personal memories 
which make 1991 particularly note­
worthy·. The annual symposium at Edin­
burgh was a landmark in taking us north 
of the border; and we were delighted to 
present to Margaret Wilkes of the Na­
tional Library of Scotland the IMCoS­
Tooley Award. The next day on an 
excursion to the Highland edge, Margaret 
promised us a surprise. Little did I guess 
that the surprise would be an encounter 
with my relatives and the Minister at Mu­
thill, Perthshire? my mother's birthplace. 
It was a very moving experience. 

In October I was privileged to make 
my first visit to Cyprus to give the Agnes 
Michaelides Memorial Lecture at the . 
Bank of Cyprus, Nicosia. Dr Maria Ia-
covou, Director of the Cultural Founda-



tion of the Bank of Cyprus, gave our InG 
temational Chairman Malcolm Young 
and myself a fascinating view of the fme 
atlas and map collections of the Foun­
dation. It was also a great pleasure to 
visit Andreas and Judith Stylianou at their 
home near Paphos, We wish Andreas a 
speedy recovery from his injury follow­
ing a fall. The announcement of the Foun­
dation 9 s project relating to 6The 
Cartography of the Eastern Mediter­
ranean 9 , made by Maria Iacovou (IMCoS 
Journal, no. 46, p.35) was an important 
event at the Edinburgh meeting. 

In 1992 we commemorate the quiD­
centenary of the discovery of America, 
as the event is described from a European 
viewpoint. In North America the fa­
voured term today is 'Columbian en­
counter', in tribute to the indigenous 
cultures of that hemisphere. In July and 
August 1991, I was co-director with Pro­
fessor Norman Thrower of a summer in­
stitute on the world of Columbus, held 
at the University of California Los 
Angeles. It was an invigorating experi­
ence. 

A prominent figure in the quincen­
tenary programme was to have been Dr 
Brian Harley, who served as a member 
of our Advisory CounciL His sudden and 
untimely death on 20 December, 1991, 
at Milwaukee, was a great shock to us 
and leaves a sense of profound loss. An 
obituary is in this issue. A celebration of 
his life and work is being held at the 
Royal Geographical Society on the after­
noon of Tuesday 9 17 March 1992. A trust 
Fund is being set up in order to award 
J.B, Harley Research Fellowships in the 
history of cartography. 

V arlo us events in our programme for 
1992 are appropriate to the Columbus 

year. Our annual symposium at Green­
wich has the theme 'Memorable Ma­
riners 9 • To counter any suggestion of 
Columbus overkill, the mariners will not 
include Columbus. Our international 
symposium at Madrid in October, how­
ever, brings Spain once more to the fore­
front. 

Our international news includes no­
tices of the retirement of John Wolter as 
Chief of the Geography and Map Divi­
sion of the Library of Congress, and the 
appointment of Ralph Ehrenberg as his 
successor, We wish John every happiness 
in his retirement and Ralph all success 
as Chief. We thank John Goss for his 
work as IMCoS librarian and welcome 
Christopher Terrell who has taken over 
the library. We congratulate Catherine 
Delano Smith on the founding of the Lon­
don Seminar, 'Maps and Society', whose 
meetings at the W arburg Institute are 
proving a great success. 

Finally I would like to express my 
appreciation to everyone who has worked 
to make 1991 a memorable year. Special 
thanks are due to Susan Gole, who com­
bines her chairmanship of IMCoS with 
the expert editing of the Journal. 

HELEN WALLIS 

Your Subscription for 1992 
If you pay your subscription an­
nually, or your three-year sub­
scription. has expired~ please send 
your cheque to the Membership 
Secretary as soon as possible. You 
can see if your membership is still 
valid from the date on the en­
velope label of this Journal. If you 
feel the label is incorrect, please 
send in the right information. Cur­
rent rates are on page 38, 
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IMCoS Down Under 

The IMCoS international symposia have 
gone each year since their inception from 
strength to strength. 1991 was no excep­
tion, with two in successive weeks. If 
that in Singapore, with reference to its 
theme9 may be described as a delightful 
sampling of spicy dishes, cartographi­
cally speaking9 from right across Asia, 
then that in Sydney was an extended feast. 
It amply justified its title uUnfolding Aus­
tralia" by covering in detail the discovery 
and history of mapping to the present day 
of the continent all of us in the Northern 
Hemisphere still perceive as "down 
under". 

The symposium was held in the well­
equipped auditorium of the State Library 
of New South Wales, a particularly in­
teresting feature of which greeted us new-

. . 

. . . . 

comers in the form of a striking marble 
mosaic in the vestibule, reproducing a 
17th century manuscript map showing the 
discoveries of Tasman in the possession 
of the Mitchell Library at the State Li­
brary. The symposium opened with a wel­
come by Jim Bain, President of the 
Library Council and with a scene-setting 
address by Helen Wallis on "The Chal­
lenge that is an Australian Mapn. From 
then on, and throughout the symposium, 
the contributions flowed thick and fast 
and various, which precludes mention in 
this relatively brief appreciation of all the 
sessions which we enjoyed. Instead, your 
reporter intends to mention a selection 
of topics or points that struck him as par­
ticularly interesting. Others who were 
present will recollect many further items 

. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ·: :: . . 
. . : : . .. :: : 

... . . . . . . . 

Tasman's map in the vestibule of the State Library, Sydney. 
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Speakers at the first session (from the left): Bill Richardson, Martin Terry, 
Helen Wallis, Robert Clancy and John Mundine. 

that especially caught their attention. 
Greatly enjoyed was the vigorous and 

good-humoured debate between ·Helen 
Wallis and Bill Richardson over the plau­
sibility of the Portuguese having been the 
frrst discoverers of Australia. While each 
had their supporters, the arguments of 
both were so convincing that the general 
verdict was a drawn match. They had, 
however, been fittingly preceded by John 
Mundine9 who gave a brief but fascinat­
ing talk on "The First Australian Maps", 
describing topographical elements that 
feature in much aboriginal painting: an 
aspect of mapping new to many of us, 
but which deserves further study. Sub­
sequent sessions demonstrated how in­
creasingly more accurate and detailed 
mapping led to the "incredible shrinking 
Terra Australis Incognita": the enormous 
hypothetically counterbalancing southern 
continent diminished to the reality of an 
albeit still vast "Terra Australis Cognita99

9 

comprising Australia itself and also Ant­
arctica, the particular mapping of which 
was comprehensively described by Ro­
bert Clancy. Along the way Bill Richard­
son reminded us of the important point 
that the early charting of coastlines was 
often only graphic representation of 
vague, oral information, thus subject to 
much error and misunderstanding. Hence 
the need to pay especial attention to place 
names and their evolution. It took Cook 
and his like to tum chart-making into an 
empirical science. 

An excellent feature of the sympo­
sium was that, after a morning in the audi­
torium, followed by an enjoyable and 
sociable buffet lunch in the Library, each 
day's proceedings continued with a var­
iety of visits. The frrst afternoon included 
an interesting tour round the extensive 
Mitchell-Dixon Map Collection housed 
at the State Library. Then followed a 
guided walk in warm sunshine past some 
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of the historical landmarks of Sydney to 
the S.H. Ervin Galleryp situated on the 
pleasant high ground of Observatory Hill 
at the approaches to the famous Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. After an informative in~ 
traduction by Maura o~connor, we 
viewed a comprehensive and well-dis­
played collection of a hundred maps and 
charts on the symposium theme of uun­
folding Australia- the Mapping of Terra 
Australis", then enjoyed the welcome 
hospitality of a drinks reception. 

The second day of the symposium 
dawned earlier for some than for others 
with a 7.30 am "Breakfast with the En­
thusiast" session. The proceedings proper 
were devoted to the mapping of Australia 
over the 100 years from uFirst Fleet to 
Federation", and ranged informatively 
and in quick succession from the begin­
nings, through early commercial maps, 
what can be found in parliamentary 
papers and in explorers' journals, to early 
British charts. There followed at the end 
of the morning the keynote presentation 
of the symposium on the impact ofLaper­
ouse on mapping of the region by the 
French. This was given by Rear Admiral 
Fran~ois Bellec of the Musee de la 
Marine, Parisp who had been specially 
flown in by UTA French Airlines for the 
occaston. 

The Admiral's speech was a lead into 
a trip after lunch by bus to the Laperouse 
Museum, situated in the Botany Bay Na­
tional Park. We broke into two groups 
and were given an excellent conducted 
tour of the Museum's exhibits, which has 
rooms each focusing on a particular as­
pect of the fateful 1785-88 scientific 
voyage of Laperouse to the Pacific: from 
the planning of the expedition to the 
search for~ and discovery of the wrecks. 
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The displays included navigatio·nal maps, 
scientific instruments, sketches, and salv­
aged relics, and after welcome refresh­
ments we continued our visit by being 
shown the Laperouse monument, the 
Macquarie Watchtower and other fea­
tures around the Museum. We were re­
minded that one of the unwelcome 
aspects of Botany Bay that led Cook 
quickly to move further up the coast was 
the determined attentions of large swarms 
of flies, and we can confrrm that their 
descendants are still there in full force! 

The final day also.began with a break­
fast session for the really keen types, but 
we were soon into a sequence of pres­
entations under the title "Back to the Fu­
ture". These dealt in interesting detail 
with the development, in a regional con­
text, of map forms, looking at inland to­
pography, the evolution of mapping of 
Lord Howe Island and, from the duo of 
Michael Elfick and John Fryer, a most 
lucid exposition of land allocation and 
the surprising reliance still on old and 
original material for present-day maps. 
The symposium proper ended on a light 
note: after several participants indulged 
themselves by presenting "My Favourite · 
Early Map of Australia", then lunch, there 
was a short but lively session devoted to 
a poster competition. Then came a walk 
to the Rocks, the well-refurbished old 
quarter by Sydney Cove, now an attrac­
tive tourist area, where the New South 
Wales Archives are located. A talk, tea 
and viewing occupied the afemoon; the 
exhibition there comprising maps of 
Sydney from 1792 to 19309 and also a 
diversity of material on the exploration 
of the Colony of NSW between 1805 and 
18489 including original sketches · and 
diaries. 



The fmale of the' symposium was the 
conference dinner in the splendid sur­
roundings of the University and Schools 
Club and, although that signalled the end 
of the symposium itself, even more visits 
were laid on for the following day, in­
cluding one to the Australian Map In­
dustry Association Map Fair in the fmely 
renovated Queen Victoria Building. 

Altogether the Sydney symposium 
was an extensive, impressive and well­
organised affair, from which we gained 

· much enjoyment, no little knowledge 
and, as always on these occasions, friend­
ships new and renewed. Such an event 
could only succeed by the sustained ef­
forts of many people, as well as the gener­
osity of sponsors and the institutions. 
Nevertheless on this occasion one person 

undoubtedly must be singled out for spe­
cial thanks: Robert Clancy. Not only was 
he the overall organiser of and driving 
force behind the symposium, he chaired 
sessions, contributed one of his own, and 
furnished a majority of the maps for the 
Ervin Gallery exhibition. Yet he still 
found time, with his channing wife, to 
entertain many of us at his home and 
elsewhere, even to the extent of driving 
a small group of us in a minibus for a 
day in the Blue Mountains at their week­
end cottage. All this when he had a par­
ticularly busy professional workload and 
was about to leave on an extended trip 
to Canada. We can only say, sincerely 
and most enthusiastically: "Good on yer, 
cobber!" 

COSIMO 

So Came They South 
The '1992' AMC Conference has been 
and gone · and it's still only December 
1991, brought about to facilitate a joint 
meeting with members of the Interna­
tional Map Collectors' Society who had 
earlier held the frrst part of their annual 
international conference in Singapore. So 
came they south to share in 'Unfolding 
Australia' and those of us from the AMC 
who were at our 20th Conference 
benefited from their enthusiasm, know­
ledge and friendship. 

We have had a full program, com­
prehensively packaged and with anum­
ber of innovations for AMC Conference 
participants. I was particularly pleased to 
share in the latter as I believe this brings 
an air of eager anticipation and intrigue 
when first browsing through the con­
ference program. 

A conference organised in the heart 

of a busy capital city can make early reg­
istrants apprehensive as to transport, lo­
cation, costly accommodation and 
keeping a harmonious grouping. Such ap­
prehension was unfounded on this occa­
sion and the local taskforce had done their 
homework well. Those of us who took 
the opportunity to base ourselves in the 
recommended accommodation in The 
Rocks area were well situated and thor­
oughly enjoyed our stay. 

During its early days as the birthplace 
of Australia, The Rocks was renowned 
as a haunt of thieves, drunkards and va­
gabonds. Its recent takeover for several 
days by vigilante bowerbirds of IMCoS 
and AMC, armed to the teeth with map 
rolls, sample bags, together with books, 
calendars and cards from the State Li­
brary Bookshop, ensured a safe haven for 
all who resided therein. 
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Speakers on the second day. In the centre is Admiral Bellecp and on the right is 
Gough Whit/am, former Prime Minister of Australiat a guest .. 

Sunday 17th November was a peace­
ful, sunny day in Sydney. I sat under the 
awning at Rossini's quayside cafe and 
watched unseen as familiar faces strolled 
past the ferry terminals en route to the 
State Library. The frrst morning's regis­
tration was not without delays caused by 
an overwhelming turnout. The Metcalfe 
Auditorium at the State Library was 
abuzz with an air of excitement and en­
thusiasm through which chief salesman 
Robert Clancy advertised his forthcoming 
speakers, outings, dinners? historic tours 
and town walks, encouraging our active 
participation. 

The necessary preliminaries com­
plete, we were officially welcomed by 
Jim Bain, President of the Library Coun­
cil, and encouraged to explore well be­
yond the confmes of the Metcalfe 
Auditorium9 to take in the new map dis­
plays and share as well the other 
numerous exhibitions and facilities 
throughout the extended library complex, 
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Appreciating how much the State Library 
owed to the likes of Robert Scott Mitchell 
and William Dixon for their efforts and 
foresight in developing personal collec­
tions which were later to be the founding 
strength of the State Library 9 he urged 
all enthusiasts to continue to treasure and 
advance their own collections. 

We were privileged to have Dr Helen 
Wallis, current IMCoS president apd for­
merly curator of maps at The British Li­
brary 9 at our meeting, Her bubbly 
enthusiasm, friendly nature, worldly 
knowledge and eager participation were 
features which we all enjoyed and 
benefited from throughout the con­
ference. After initial comments on behalf 
of IMCoS, noting its Southern Hemi­
sphere debut, the presentation of her 
opening paper was delayed by attempts 
to master the hightech AN console from 
which point on she became the resident 
expert. 

As many, if not alt of the papers 



' . ~ . . . ' . 

The third day's speakers. 

presented at the conference will be pub­
lished in the near future in either the AMC 
or IMCoS journals and/or conference pro­
ceedings, the detailed content will not be 
covered in this brief resume. 

By the time Helen Wallis had enlight­
ened us as to the process by which Terra 
Incognita gradually became Terra Aus­
tralis the unfolding had begun in earnest. 
John Mundine however took us back to 
even earlier traditions with a fascinating 
overview of maps as portrayed through 
traditional aboriginal art where a different 
set of 'conventional symbols? to those 
with which we are now accustomed, have 
long been used to represent the landscape. 

The Great Portuguese Debate was on 
with Helen Wallis holding the floor as 
to 'Why the Portuguese discovered Aus­
tralia'. No swords or pistols were allowed 
but Bill Richardson put up a strong 
defence as to 5 Why they didn't'. There 
was no blood spilt and both combatants 
parted with reputations and philosophies 

intact, no doubt to fight it out another 
day. 

After a scrumptious morning tea in 
one of the galleries, Bill Richardson then 
gave us an insight to the evolution of 
discoveries and delineation of the south­
em continent as interpreted from a lin­
guistic viewpoint. Martin Terry, curator 
at the new Australian Maritime Museum, 
Sydney, discussed the early charting of 
Australia and the Pacific and the morning 
session was wrapped up by Robert 
Clancy presenting the evolution of 
knowledge of Antarctica through the 
printed map. 

Post-lunch, Rebecca Thomas briefly 
outlined the scope of resources in the 
State Library Map Collection and Alan 
Howell was able to give us an insight to 
the behind-the-scenes activities of the Li­
brary's conservation section, pointing out 
that this service is also available on a 
commercial basis to those of us needing 
such expertise. 
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Rebecca Thomas of the State Library, 
introducing us to the collections. 

Our thanks to Anne Sullivan who then 
negotiated numerous traffic lights and 
crossings with her trailing brood, intro­
ducing us to so much interesting early 
history of Sydney on a historic walk from 
the State Library and up to the National 
Trust's S.H. Ervin Gallery. There we 
were able to study at our leisure a splen­
did display of historical cartography from 
the collections of the National Library 
and Robert Clancy which had been 
brought together as the essential display 
to make up the public exhibition aun­
folding Australia'. 

The early morning breakfast sessions 
held in the delightful sunny setting of 
The Glasshouse Restaurant were very en­
joyable. We were well served and had a 
chance to participate in two very infor­
mative sessions. In the frrst9 Robert 
Clancy led the discussion on the trials 
and tribulations of being an enthusuastic 
collector, while on the Tuesday, Helen 
Wallis and friends put us in the picture 
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as to the instigation, operation, activities 
and aims of IMCoS. Secretary, treasurer 
and journal editor all contributed and it 
was interesting to hear of their future 
pians, conferences already programmed 
through to 1995. Those of us who had 
the pleasure of sharing the company of 
the IMCoS participants would understand 
why they are so welcome in all comers 
of the world. 

The theme of Monday morning's 
papers was 'First Fleet to Federation­
mapping a continent in 100 years'. Those 
of us who had heard Paul-Alan Johnson 
speak at Bathurst ~ere looking forward 
to another fascinating expose. On this oc­
casion he introduced us to some of the 
early town planners9 draughtsmen, archi­
tects and artists of the Sydney region, 
the papers on which they worked and the 
idiosyncracies in their artwork which 
help identify them, a research task not 
made any easier through access to the 
early maps of Australia, which have 
become scattered around the world. Tom 
Darragh, from the Museum of Victoria, 
then shared with us his knowledge of 
commercial map production in Victoria 
which commenced around 1840 and was 
published by a variety of organisations 
and individuals responding in map form 
to the development of the Victorian gold­
fields and later in support of the new craze 
of cycling. Dorothy Prescott then opened 
our eyes to what might have seemed like 
a very dry topic but in which she did 
indeed share with us the treasure chest 
of information to be found as part of 
books and publications but which are not 
catalogued or identified in any way. Her 
latest research into maps of Australia dis­
covered a wealth of information in Im­
perial and Colonial Parliamentary Papers 



of the nineteenth century. 
Revived by morning tea we then had 

a chance to hear Jonathan Wantrup go 
through some fascinating examples of 
'Printed Maps in Explorers~ Journals', 
from the spread of settlement at the tum 
of the 18th century through the explor­
ation of the interior, covering the work 
of many famous names- Sturt, Mitchell9 

Eyre, Leichardt, Burke and Wills. The 
morning session finished with Tom Per­
ry 9 s presentation on the contributions 
made to the publication of charts of Aus­
tralian waters by late 18th and 19th cen- · 
tury publishers. 

We were honoured to have a presen­
tation by Rear Admiral Fran~ois Bellec 
who outlined the impact of Laperouse on 
mapping of the Australian Pacific region 
by the French, setting the scene for an 
afternoon visit to the Laperouse Museum, 
and our thanks for the splendid hospitality 
and a chance to see such fascinating ex­
hibits at an excellent setting on a sunny 
Sydney day. 

Tuesday's early sessions looked at the 
'Development of Map Forms in a Re­
gional Context'. John McCarthy spoke 
on the challenge of mapping inland Aus­
tralia, John Pickard on the evolution and 
availability of topographic maps of Lord 
Howe Island and Michael Elfick and John 
Fryer combined to give us a look at the 
need for cadastral mapping to provide an 
adequate administrative framework for 
future development after huge land grants 
had been awarded but no initial surveys 
done to define the boundaries and how 
surveyors 9 efforts were spurred on by 
major political and historical events. 

The late morning session was un­
ravelled by five participants who all 
spoke briefly but enthusiastically on their 

~Favourite Early Map of Australia' and 
surprised us with their choices, fact and 
fiction. 

The poster session was disappointing 
in quantity, but it was a first time for 
AMC, so special thanks to those who did 
make the effort to contribute and con­
gratulations to Howard Freeman for his 
winning entry 'The Montano World 
Map'. The supurb book donated by The 
Hakluyt Society of reprints of some of 
Cook's early charts perhaps inspired 
many potential contributors in hindsight. 

In the afternoon we were welcomed 
to the Archives Authority of NSW by 
principal archivist, John Cross, and then 
entertained by the all-singing, all-dancing 
Gail Davis in a memorable performance 
which drew spontaneous applause, and 
could well have served as the after dinner 
entertainment later that evening when we 
dined at the University and Schools Club 
in the City. 

On Wednesday 20th, our venue 
moved to Sydney University Deography 
Department for John Roberts and Peter 
Johnson to demonstrate once more the 
pioneer work and successful results of 
their computer cartographic work using 
Mirage software and also to share some 
of the practicalities of holding a large 
and valuable map resource collection 
which is readily available and handled 
by many individuals. John and Peter are 
to be admired for their ability to manage 
satisfactorily in totally inadequate fa­
cilities and we wish them much better 
accommodation when their new home is 
finally constructed. 

The AMC AGM was then held, fol­
lowed by a fruitful discussion in the issues 
session on the future of university map 
collections. Max Foal's report on his re-
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cent visit to a number of universities pro­
vided the basis for discussion. Congra­
tulations to Bert and Bill at Macquarie 
University for the initiative they have 
shown in already tackling the rather de­
pressing resource and support situation 
that most of us face. The afternoon was 
taken up with an informal visit to the 
Australian Map Industry Fair in the 
Queen Victoria Building where AUS­
LIG's display of a new? computerised 1:1 
million map of the world9 to be available 
in February on CD-ROM? attracted much 
interest For those who remained through 
Wednesday evening, a final meal together 
at the Lowenbrau Keller in The Rocks? 
with its own after dinner entertainment 
in which contestants Margaret Eva and 
Terry Saunderson showedexcellent car­
pentry skills to reach the final 9 only to 
be thwarted by some biased umpiring. 

The evening brought to a conclusion 
a very enjoyable and successful con­
ference. The pre-planning must have oc­
cupied many hours of effort by the 
Sydney organising committee and our 
thanks go to Robert Clancy 9 Rebecca 
Thomas, John Roberts and Peter Young, 
and to their 'hidden' supporters- wives, 
husbands and others who gave of their 
time, energy and ideas. It was great to 
see the involvement and enthusiasm com­
ing from the State Library. Two points? 
though, which I found particularly frus­
trating - future conference organisers 
please note. Firstly, the disruption to the 
flow of the meeting caused through dif­
ficulties with AN systems. We badly 
needed a resident who was fully au fait 
with the console to be watching over and 
guiding the speakers. The difficulties ex­
perienced were both time wasting and 
spoilt the flow and professionalism of 
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the conference presentations. Problems 
were not confined to the Metcalfe Audi­
torium; the speaker system at the Con­
ference Dinner had to be & abandoned'. 
Secondly it is essential that a list of con­
ference registrants be provided at the 
START of the conference, even now as 
I write this some weeks later I still have 
no reference to assist a failing memory 
or to assist me in following up conference 
contacts. 

One final point, we were pleased to 
share the company of Brian Marshall, 
currently president of the New Zealand 
Map Society. In light of the proposed fu­
ture conference for the AMC to be held 
jointly with the N.Z. Map Society in 
Christchurch at the beginning of February 
1993; and for 1994, 95, 96 ... , please 
volunteer your institution now - we 
need you! 

All in all? a well-rounded program and 
thoroughly enjoyable conference- I'm 
sorry if you missed out. 

RICHARD MILLER 
University of Wollongong 

The ABSTRACTS which follow were 
submitted in advance by speakers? and 
are reproduced from the programme. 

Helen Wallis? UK 
The Challenge that is an Australian 
Map 

The mapping · of Australia has 
presented various challenges and enigmas 
over the years. From the 1530s to 1570s 
French charts of the Dieppe school dis­
played the land-mass of · 'Java-la-Gran­
de', which appears to be evidence of a 
Portuguese discovery of Australia in 
about 1528. The controversy about the 
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John Roberts displaying his favourite map, assisted by Alan Bartlett. 

identity of Java-la-Grande began in 1786 
when Sir Joseph Banks showed the hy­
drographer Alexander Dalrymple the 
Harleian (or Dauphin) world map of 
c.154 7, perhaps the most intriguin of the 
Dieppe maps. Dalrymple raised the ques­
tion whether Captain Cook was indeed 
the frrst European to navigate the east 
coast of Australia~ or whether he had not 
been anticipated many years before. 
French and Englsih scholars entered into 
the debate which continues with equal 
vigour today. 

Between 1600 and 1770, when Cook 
explored the Australian coasts, Dutch na­
vigators had revealed the 'southland' of 
New Holland. The discoveries of the Eng­
lish circumnavigator William Dampier on 
Australia's northern shores, 1699-1700, 
had suggested the possibility that New 
Holland was an archipelago. Other auth-

orities such as John Campbell in 1744 
built up great hopes of the land being 
the long sought southern continent, now 
Terra Australia Cognita. To add to the 
confusion, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros's 
'Australia del Esperitu Santo' (the New 
Hebrides, discovered in 1606), had mi­
grated to the east coast of New Holland 
on the maps of Robert de Vaugondy, pub­
lished in Charles de Brosses, Navigations 
au.x Terres Australes, Paris, 1756. 

Following the publication of Captain 
Cook's frrst voyage in John Hawkeswor­
th's Voyages, London, 1773, a new name 
appeared on the Australian continent, 
'Ulimaroa' . This was the old Maori name 
which Hawkesworth recorded (vol. II, pp. 
371-3) in his account of reports by 
Maoris in New Zealand, referring to a 
great country to the north-west. The 
Swede Daniel Djuberg (1744-1834) used . 
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Howard Freeman beside his prize-winning entry in the poster session. 

Ulimaroa for Australia in his Geografi, 
1776, and put it on his map of 1780, as 
Rolf Du Rietz has shown. German map 
makers adopted it. Like other strange 'na­
tive names given by Djuberg (eg. Vin­
gandacoa for America), it did not last 
long. 

With common usage of the name Aus­
tralia in the 1820s, following Matthew 
Flinders 9 s proposal ( 1814 ), earlier names 
disappeared. A map of A.P. Curtis, Lon­
don, 1905, however, identifies Autralia 
with the land of Havilah, a relic of the 
submerged Land of Eden. Curtis's 
curious conception may be an appropriate 
conclusion to this survey. 
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W.A. Richardson 
Flinders University, South Australia 
Mercator's Terra Australia 

Gerard Mercator's southern continent 
is the most famous of the fictitious ver­
sions of Terra Australis Incognita. It first 
appeared on his globe gores of 1541, 
though its outline on his 1569 world map 
was the one copied by many other car­
tographers. This paper gives a brief ac­
count of the continents invetned by his 
predecessors which are relevant to the 
development of his, and will show how 
errors on them and on his other sources 
led him to portray his continent in the 
way he did. 



Martin Terry 
Australian National Maritime Museum, 
Sydney · 
Early Mapping of the Pacific 

There are a numebr of puzzles in the 
cartography of the Pacific. First, when 
so much of the Australian continent had 
been broadly described by the 1640s, re­
ally quite quickly after the first European 
landfall, why did it take more than a cen­
tury to improve upon Tasman, and indeed 
make any sunstantive dent upon the void 
of the Pacific? 

Second, if it took so long to get 
started, how was the job finished so 
quickly? Only four decades elapse be­
tween the publication of Cook's charts 
and that great summarising work by 
Aaron Arrowsmith that largely concludes 
the era of 'heroic' exploration. What 
could be the explanation for this seeming 
'stop-go' effect? 

Robert Clancy 
University of Newcastle, NSW 
The Mapping of An.tarctica (1482-
1894) 

The aim of this presentation is to trace 
the evolution of knowledge of Antarctica 
through the printed map. The time frame 
chosen overviews the transition from the 
Ptolemaic concept of Terra Australis, to 
the essential outline of the Antarctic land 
mass, providing a framework for the Her­
oic Age of inland Antarctic exploration. 
Printed maps will be used to illustrate 
major eras of exploration, with a pro­
gressive reduction of the 'Antarctic coas­
tline' to within the Antarctic Circle. 
1. 1450-1550 A continuous southern 

ocean 
2. 1550-17 50 Destruction of Merca­

tor's 'Terra Australis' 

3. 1750-1820 Polar Circumnavigation 
4. 1820-1850 A continent emerges. 

Paul-Alan Johnson 
School of Architecture, University of 
Sydney 
In the Beginning -From the first fleet 
to Macquarie 

This paper briefly reviews the history 
of maps and mapmaking in New South 
Wales from Governor Phillip fs arrival in 
1788 to the beginning of Governor Mac­
quarie's tenure in 1810. Stylistic aspects 
and the provenance of selected topo­
graphic and hydrographic maps are dis­
cussed in the context of their authors and 
certain difficulties in the colony over that 
period. Artistry in early Australian maps 
was reserved mainly for those destined 
for reproduction, hydrographic charts 
being the classic case. Apart from maps 
of exploration which gained as much 
from their narrative content as from their 
engraver's embellishments, most topo­
graphic maps in the frrst decade were im­
poverished in style. The youthful Charles 
Grimes improved with experience and the 
basic skills of engineer-trained G.W. 
Evans and pardoned convict James Mee­
han helped. But it took the training, skill 
and explorations of John Oxley to bring 
topographic mapping to a professional 
level. 

Thomas A. Darragh 
Museum of Victoria 
Commercial Map Publishing in Nine­
teenth Century Melbourne 

Commercial map publishing in Mel­
bourne was undertaken by surveyors, 
draftsmen, land agents, sharebrokers, 
mining agents, booksellers, publishers, 
printers, engravers and lithographers. 
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Many published only one map. The mar­
ket for map sales was insufficient to sup­
port specialised map publishers, except 
for Frederick Proeschel who managed to 
make a living as such between 1853 and 
1864. Melbourne's first publisher, 
Thomas Han, an engraver and litho­
grapher~ compiled and published his 
opwn maps between 1846 and 1853. The 
onset of the gold rushes in 1851 created 
a demand for maps which was met by a 
host of individuals, many of whom were 
new immigrants skilled in the arts asso­
ciated with map production. In 1853 over 
eleven maps were issued including town 
maps of · Melbourne and Geelong adn 
route maps to the goldfields. In 1856 as 
many as eight different maps of Victoria 
were published by five different publish­
ers. 

The golden age of Melbourne map 
publishing between 1860 and 1870 saw 
an average of six maps per year issued 
and over ten were published in the peak 
year of 1867. Thereafter the numbers de­
clined to average about four new maps 
per year. An atlas of Australia was issued 
by Proeschel in 1863 and in 1867 lW. 
Pearson published a very successful 
school atlas. Other atlases were also pub­
lished in Melbourne but competition from 
cheap, British atlases of good quality 
prevented further local publication. As 
time passed the engraved plates and li­
thographic stones from which the maps 
were printed were sold by the individual 
publishers to booksellers and stationers, 
who ususally, but not always, updated 
the maps each year. 

The earliest maps depicted the colony 
of Victoria~ routes to the goldfields or 
the town of Melbourne. With the spread 
of settlement and development of the col-
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ony, other maps of important towns or 
areas such as Ballarat and Bendigo ap­
peared as well as maps showing rail 
routes, telegraph routes, shipping routes, 
and electoral boundaries. Maps showing 
mining leases, quartz reefs and deep leads 
of Victorian goldfields as well as those 
in other colonies, such as Broken Hill 
and Coolgardie, were published to attract 
mining investors. War maps showing the 
progress of foreign battles in the Danish 
Pruss ian War 1866, Franco- Pruss ian War 
1870 and Boer War 1900, helped to make 
sense of newspaper reports of foreign 
conflicts. Late in the century maps for 
tourists, usually accompanying handb­
boks, covered the 'Gippsland Lakes, Mel­
bourne, the Upper Yarra district, 
Healesville district and the southern 
watering places. Cycling maps appeared 
in the 1890s to cater for those taking up 
this new method of transport and recre­
ation. 

In provincial Victoria, only H. 
Deutsch and his successor F.W. Niven 
& Co in Ballarat made any long term 
contribution to the map trade. 

Dorothy F. Prescott 
Melbourne 
Buried Treasure Maps of Australia in 
the Imperial and Colonial Parliamen­
tary Papers of the Nineteenth Century 

Identifies the nature and scope of the 
sunjects mapped in the papers of Great 
Britain, New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia, Tasmania ans Victoria 
wiht comments on the publicatiron status 
of the work in progress. 

Jonathan Wantrup 
Sydney 
Printed Maps in Explorers' Journals 



l.The Spread of Settlement 1788-1820s 
(a) Maps in First Fleet journals: Phillip, 

Hunter, Tench 
(b) Crossing the Blue Mountains: the Ar-

rowsmith's map 
(c) Oxley 1817-1823 
(d) Hume and Hovell 
2. Ventures into the Interior 1826-1836 
(a) Sturt; (b) Mitchell; (c) Sir James Stir-

ling et al 
3. The Epic Age of Exploration 
(a) Grey; (b) Eyre; (c) Stokes 
(d) Leichhardt; (e) Sturt; (f) Mitchell 
4. Deserts and Disaster 1860-1900 
(a) Burke and Wills; (b) Stuart 
(c) Landsborough and MacKinlay 
(d) Giles, Forrest and Warburton 
(e) David Carnegie 

T.M. Perry 
The University of Melbourne 
The British Publishers of Early Charts 
of Australian Waters 

The paper will review the contribu­
tions made to the publication of charts 
of Australian waters by late-eighteenth 
and early-nineteenth century publishers. 
It will consider the work of Alexander 
Dalrymple (hydrographer to both the East 
India Company and the Admiralty), and 
of firms publishing individual charts and 
"pilots", the publishers of "Voyages", and 
charts published by individual chart­
makers on their own account. 

Under the Admiralty's second Hydro­
grapher, Thomas Hurd, the Hydrographi­
cal Office took an increasing role in the 
publication of charts by naval officers, 
and, after purchasing either the plates or 
the copyrights, reissuing charts and plans 
first published by others. Eventually it 
was able to establish and maintain a 
standard set of charts and plans of Aus-

tralia, New Zealand and the south Pacific. 
John McCarthy 
NSW President, Australian Institute of 
Cartographers, Wollongong, NSW 
The Challenge of Topographical Map­
ping of Inland Australia 

The topographic mapping of Australia 
was not completed - nor even begun 
in earnest - until after World War II. 
From the earliest days of European set­
tlement maps were required of populated 
areas while surveyors, who were usually 
also explorers, surveyed and mapped new 
areas as the colonies expanded. 

Little topographic mapping was car­
ried out in these early days and what was 
done was indeed primitive by today's 
standards. With the limitations imposed 
by lack of equipment and a shortage of 
skilled personnel it was more important 
to concentrate on cadastral maps of exist­
ing properties as well as maps of town 
areas. 

It was well into the nineteenth century 
before details of the interior began to ap­
pear on maps. 

This paper explores the development 
of Australian topographic mapping from 
the earliest days to the twentieth century, 
looking at some examples of specific 
maps along the way. 

John Pickard 
National Herbarium of New South Wales, 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney 
Genealogy of Maps of Lord Howe Is­
land 1788-1990 

Lord Howe Island (31 ° 30'S, 159° 
05 'E) is a small oceanic island in the 
South Pacific Ocean and was discovered 
by Lt. H.L. Ball in 1788, Ball sketched 
the first map of the island. Subsequently, 
nearly 30 maps or charts have been pub-
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lished. The genealogy of these maps is 
described. For over 100 years, an 1853 
chart by Captain H.M. Denham provided 
the coastal outline for five editions (1909 9 

1934, 1957, 1960 and 1962) of official 
topographic maps of the island published 
by the NSW Department of Lands. Ca­
dastral information was generally based 
on surveys starting in 1898. In 1966, a 
new topographic map was published 
using photogrammetry. Subsequent edi­
tions are updated versions of this map. 
Various commercial tourist and specialist 
research maps have been published. 
These vary in quality and accuracy. The 
century-long dominance of Denham 9

S 

1853 chart is a fitting tribute to a me­
ticulous hydrographer and cartographer 
of the 19th century naval tradition. 

M.H. Elfick and J.G. Fryer 
Dept of Civil Engineering, University of 
Newcastle, NSW 
Cadastral Mapping - Policy or Sur-

vi val 
Cadastral mapping in Australia has 

been determined by the Government 
policies of the time. Whereas several Brit­
ish Colonies were subject to military 
threat and therefore had overall geodetic 
survey control for the use of military 
mapping, in Australia the main objective 
was the distribution and allocation of 
land. For this reason, the cadastral frame­
work in Australia is really a collection 
of individual parcels with no overall con­
trol. This situation commenced two hun­
dred years ago and is only being 
redressed, to some extent, at the present 
time. A series of maps based on counties 
and parishes exist, but these have been 
made only be aggregating the individual 
parcels. This paper reviews the develop­
ment of cadastral mapping in Australia 
in relation to the major political and his­
torical events. 

***** 

Forthcoming events in UK 
Regional Meeting in Winchester 

There are still a few places for the 
Winchester visit on 11 April. Contact 
Secretary Harry Pearce. 

Committee Meetings 
These will be held at the Farmers ' 

Club, 3 Whitehall Court on 11 March, 
15 April and 13 May (followed by AGM), 
at 5.30 pm. 

The London Seminar 
Meetings in this seminar9 'Maps and 

Society ' are held at The W arburg In­
stitute, Woburn Square, London WCIH 
OAB at 5.00 pm. Admission is free and 
the meetings are open to anyone who is 
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interested. The three remaining meetings 
in this session are: 

12 Mar Denis Cosgrove (Loughborough 
University ofTechnology): Map­
ping new worlds: culture and 
cartography in sixteenth century 
Venice 

30 Apr Betty Ingram (Eastern Michigan 
University): Maps as 'reader's 
aids': Genevan bibles in the 16th 
century 

14 May John Andrews (Chepstow) : 
'More suitable to the English 
Tongue': the cartography of Cel­
tic placenames 



Twelfth Annual Symposium 

Saturday 20th June 1992 

Memorable Mariners 
at Hotel Ibis, Stockwell Street 

& 

National Maritime Museum, GREENWICH 

In this year of anniversaries, when thoughts tum to Columbus and all that, 
IMCoS is celebrating other events that took place 200, 250 and 300 years ago. 

Symposium Chairman : Rodney Shirley 

Symposium Organiser: Josephine Duggan 

9.30 am Registration 
10.00 am Welcome and Introduction by Rodney Shirley 
10.05 am Derek Howse: 'A Buccaneer's Atlas : Basil Ringrose 's Atlas 

of the Pacific Coasts of the Americas' 
10.35 am Dr Helen Wallis OBE: 'George Anson's Voyage 1740-44' 
11.00 am Coffee 
11.25 am Andrew David: 'Vancouver on the Northwest Coast ' 
11.55 am Andrew Cook: 'Alexander Dalrymple : The public and 

private lives of a hydrographer ' 
12.30 pm Lunch. Participants are free to make their own arrangements 

for lunch 
2.30-4.30 pm Visit to the National Maritime Museum 

A special exhibition is being arranged of material relevant to 
the morning's programme and some of the museum 's trea-

. sures not on public display. 

ANNUAL DINNER 
at Hotel Ibis, at 7.15 pm 

The IMCoS-Tooley Award for 1992 will be presented at the Dinner 

IMCoS MAP FAIR 
Sunday 21 June 

10.30 am to 5.30 pm 

at New Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street (off Kingsway) 
Holbom, London WC2 
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International News and Events 

1992 11th International Symposium 
Madrid, 7-10 October 

1993 12th Inte~ational Symposium 
Mainz, Bonn and Cologne 
Friday 1 0-Monday 13 Sept. 
An important exhibition on the 
Nurnberg Chronicle will be op­
ened, followed by a Map Fair. 
There will be a boat trip up the 
Rhine, with the symposium Din­
ner to be held in Bonn. An ex­
hibition on 'Maps on rivers in 
the heart of Europe' will be op­
ened. 

1994 13th International Symposium 
Norway (dates to be decided, but 
probably in September) 

1995 14th International Symposium 
San Francisco, in association 
with the California Map Society 
(dates to be decided) 

Madrid 1992 
The symposium will be held at Centro 
Cultural Galileo which will also host a 
major Map Exhibition. Papers will con­
centrate on the Spanish cartographer 
Tomas Lopez, and maps of the Americas. 
The programme includes visits to map 
collections at the National Library, the 
Naval Museum, Geographical Service of 
the Army, and the Escorial Palace. 

The registration fee is 14,500 ptas 
(11,500 ptas for accompanying persons) 
which covers all symposium events, 
transport, cocktails and banquet. [At the 
time of going to press the Spanish peseta 
is around 180 to the pound sterling.] 

Rooms have been reserved at a special 
rate at the Hotel Suecia, which is close 

to the National Library. Those wishing 
to stay there should write direct as soon 
as possible, as numbers are limited. A 
deposit of 30% of the total amount is 
required at the time of booking. There 
are two types of room: 

Standard- 8,975 ptas per person 
Club- 10,775 ptas per person 
(Both rates are for two people 
sharing a double room, per night, 
and include breakfast.) 

Add VAT@ 6% 
HOTEL SUECIA 
Marques de Casa Riera 4 
28014 Madrid 
Tel: 91-531 6900 
Fax: 91-521 7141 

Participants may like to make their 
own arrangements to visit Expo Seville 
either before or after the meeting in Ma­
drid. A new fast train linking the two 
cities is due to start operating in April. 

Registration forms should be com­
pleted and returned as early as possible 
to: 
IMCoS SPAIN, c/o Frame s.l. 
General Pardiiias 69, 28006 Madrid 
Tel: (34-1) 411 33 62 
Fax: (34-1) 564 1520 

From Hungary 
Dr Zsolt Torok writes: 
Last year I visited the Royal Geographi­
cal Society and found your Journal in 
the Map Library where I met Peter Clark 
and Francis Herbert. I liked the magazine 
and know that you need more information 
for your readers. I am happy to send you 
good news from Hungary, a new democ-
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racy, where maps, brand new and older 
ones are once more being valued. 

In order to celebrate the 500th an­
niversary of Columbus' frrst voyage and 
to commemorate the beginning of a more 
universal community of mankind, the 
frrst printed map of the Americas, Se­
bastian MUnster's New World (1540, 
Basle) is being published by Dr. Zsolt 
Torok at the Department of Cartography, 
EOtvos University, Hungary. The map 
was made by a process identical to the 
original, and printed from woodblock on 
special hand-made paper. Special copies 
were coloured expertly by hand and 
heightened with gold. The edition is 
limited to five hundred numbered copies. 

From 1992, Hungarian cartophiles 
have got a club that is devoted to maps 
and other cartographic products. The so­
ciety would like to contribute to the de­
velopment of the cartographic culture of 
the country. Monthly lectures and the 
uMap World" quarterly will be available 
for all those interested. Dr Arpad Papp­
Vary is the president and Mr Ivan Sker­
letz (Budapest, Roham u.3., K-1013 , 
Hungary) is the secretary of the new so­
ciety. 

From Spain 
The third course on History of Car­

tography, organised by the Institut Car­
togdtfic de Catalunya, was held at 
Barcelona, 17-21 February. The theme 
was Italian cartography. 

From Athens 
An exhibition is being held from 

January to March 1992 at the Cyprus Po­
litistico Idryma Trapezis which includes 
Strabo 9

S Rerum Geographicarum Libri 
Septemdecim, Basel 1571 and the Geo-

graphia Moderna che contiene una ve­
duta universa/e del g/obo terraqueo, 
ca.l715-35. 

From USA 
The Hermon Dunlop Smith Center for 

the History of Cartography announced on 
the occasion of the Tenth Kenneth 
Nebenzahl Lectures that the Nebenzahl 
Prize had been awarded to Roger Kain 
of the University of Exeter (England) and 
Elizabeth Baigent of Oxford University 
for their work entitled Cadastral Maps 
in the Service of the State: A History of 
Property Mapping in Europe and her 
Colonies, to be published by University 
of Chicago Press. 

The Smith Center established the 
Nebenzahl Prize in 1978 for book-length 
manuscripts in the history of cartography. 
Submissions for this award may be sent 
at any time to the Smith Center (The 
Newberry Library, 60 West Walton St, 
Chicago, Illinois 6061 0) Any manuscript 
judged worthy of the Prize will be pub­
lished by the University of Chicago Press 
and the Prize carries a monetary award 
of $1,500. 

The Library of Congress announces 
that Ralph Ehrenberg has been appointed 
Chief of Geography and Map Division, 
to replace 1 ohn A. Wolter who retired 
on August 2, 1991 (see page 27). 

1492: An Ongoing Voyage 
A major exhibition scheduled for 13 

August at the Library of Congress will 
explore issues surrounding the dramatic 
meeting of two separate and complex 
parts of the world that occurred on 12 
Oct 1492, when Christopher Columbus 
unwittingly landed in the Bahamas. 
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Asian Explorer discovers Europe! 

Nearly five hundred years after Columbus 
discovered the Americas and da Gama 
discovered the sea route to Asia, a travel­
ler from Asia returns the favour and dis­
covers the wonders of the map world in 
the countries which gave us Mercator9 

Sanson and Speed. 
Dick Pflederer, IMCoS member from 

Tokyo, travelling with his wife Sue, sent 
this report on their wanderings along the 
highways and byways of Paris, Brussels 
and London. 

Many Europeans, when they plan 
exotic destinations for their winter holi­
days, think of heading for places like 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand or 
Japan. For us, having lived and travelled 
in these places for the last six years, our 
thoughts turned instead to the ancient 
map centres of the world. With the op­
portunity to meet up with our three child­
ren for a brief family reunion, it was a 
trip we couldn't pass up. 

Paris is not normally considered a hot 
spot for antique maps, but we saw some 
wonderful things there. Thanks to 
Monique Peletier of the Bibliotheque Na­
tionale, we were able to get a glimpse 
of some of the treasures of the map sec­
tion of the library. These treasures in­
cluded the "Globe Verte'' of 1513 which 
shows a thin eastern outline of North 
America with "Zipangu' 9 some 10 de­
grees of longitude to the west. Another 
is a 1492 portolan with a circular world 
map in the neck of the vellum. This beau­
tiful map, contemporary with Columbus' 
voyage, is a vivid portrayal of 15th cen­
tury seamen's view of the world. The 
highlight of the collection for us was se-

26 

eing a copy of von Linschoten's ltin­
erario which contains ten fold-out maps 
including two beautiful maps of Asia in 
addition to maps of Africa, America and 
the world. 

In its delightful back streets, Paris also 
presents many opportunities for fmding 
map bargains. Just start on the lower end 
of the Rue de Seine on the left bank and 
stroll south towards the Luxembourg Pa­
lace. There are numerous print and map 
shops, most with folders organised by 
continent. For us, that means Asia, and 
it is amazing how many look-alike 18th 
century Bellin's, Bonne's and Vaugon­
dy's there are still surviving. But in ad­
dition to these somewhat mundane items, 
there is the occasional gem hidden among 
the pebbles: we once found a beautifully 
coloured Ortelius China in a book shop 
for about one fifth of the London price. 

We took a day trip on board the SNCF 
to Brussels to meet Mr. P.W.A. Joppen 
of Paulus Swaen, Geldorp, Holland, who 
agreed to come there to show us some 
of his Asian treasures. We also visited 
two local shops: Gallerie Apollo in the 
Galleries du Roi and Antique Maps van 
Looks in Rue StJean, both near the Grand 
Place. The latter has a good stock of 17th 
century Dutch maps as well as the same 
class of French maps we found in Paris. 

The continental map shops and li­
braries were great, but we . felt as if we 
had arrived in the big leagues when we 
got to London. The friends we made at 
the November IMCoS Symposium in Sin­
gapore warmly welcomed us to this great 
city of mapmakers and explorers from 
days of old. We saw Warwick Leadlay's 



quaint shop in Greenwich9 had dinner 
with Caroline and Peter Batchelor in Sur­
rey, had lunch with Helen Wallis, met 
Rodney Shirley, visited the shops of Gra­
ham Franks, Jonathan Potter and the Map 
House. We spent several hours at the Na­
tional Maritime Museum, the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, and 
numerous antiquarian book shops. But 
the unchallenged number one highlight 
of the entire trip was the British Library. 
With the able assistance of Tony Camp­
bell and his colleagues, we were able to 
see many of the best examples of early 
maps extant anywhere in the world. We 

saw the English edition of von Lin­
schoten., a Portuguese manuscript atlas by 
V az Dourado, and several printed atlases. 

All in all, it was a spectular trip for 
an amateur collector from a far away 
country, one made all .the more enjoyable 
through the friendship and hospitality of 
the IMCoS members we met along the 
way. We can heartily recommend a trip 
like this to other IMCoS members who 
don't live in Europe. With a little patience 
and the support of IMCoS members on 
a personal level, it can be a great experi-
ence. 

DICK PFLEDERER 

***** 
RALPH EHRENBERG 

Ralph Ehrenberg, IMCoS Council Mem­
ber has been appointed Chief of the Geo­
graphy and Map Division of the Library 
of Congress, Washington D.C., USA. 

He served as acting chief since March 
1991, and assistant chief since October 
1979. From 1966 to 1979 Mr Ehrenberg 
was associated with the Cartographic 
and Architectural Branch of the National 
Archives and Records Service; he served 
as director of that division from 1972 to 
1979. Previously he was a cartographer 
and photogrammetrist with the U.S. 
Aeronautical Chart and Information Cen­
ter (now the U.S. Defense Mapping 
Agency- Aerospace Center). 

Mr Ehrenberg serves as the Library 
of Congress member to the United States 
Board on Geographic Names and is chair­
man of the Board. Since 1983 he has been 
the Geography and Map Division's rep­
resentative to the International Federation 
of Library Associations, Geography and 
Map Libraries Section. He also represents 

the Library on the U.S . National Com­
mittee for the International Geographical 
Union, and is a corresponding member 
of the International Cartographic Asso­
ciation's Standing Commission on the 
History of Cartography. 

His publications include Scholar's 
Guide to Washington D.C. for Carto­
graphy and Remote Sensing Imagery 
(Smithsonian Institution Press, 1987); 
The Mapping of America (Harry N. Ab­
rahms, Inc., 1980); and more than 30 
other monographs, essays, bibliog­
raphies, articles, and exhibition catalogs. 

A graduate of the University of Min­
nesota, Mr Ehrenberg received both ba­
chelor's and master's degrees from that 
institution. His major fields of study were 
history and geography. He received Na­
tional Archives and Records Service 
Commendable Awards in 1971 and 1978. 
He served with the U.S. Navy from 1955-
58. 

Courtesy Library of Congress News 
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RODERICK M. BARRON 
The Antique Map Specialist 

14 De Beauvoir Square. London N I 4LD 
lcl and Fax: 071-254 2013 

Maps of the Far East and Japan a speciality 

MATTHAUS SEUTTER c.l/40 IMPERIUM JAPONICUM 

A superb mid 18th C e ntury map of Japan 
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LONDON EVENING AT THE FARMERS' CLUB 
This year's Collector9

S Evening was held 
at the Farmers9 Club on 28 January, when 
about twenty-five members brought fa­
vourite maps to show and discuss. An 
entertaining evening was enjoyed by all. 

The meeting was chaired by Rodney 
Shirley who on this occasion had brought 
five variations of the Ortelius title page . 
to show. He explained the significance 
of the various figures representing the 
continents. 

The other exhibits ranged from Mal­
colm Young 9s 1942 Air Force map of 
East Anglia (which showed the most im­
portant details - air fields and golf 
courses!) to Valerie Scott's fme repro­
duction of the 1539 woodblock map 
"Carta Marina Magnus". Chris Terrell 
showed an early 20th century jig-saw 
map of America, while David Webb pro­
duced a set of postcards showing maps 
of French colonies produced by a cho­
colate company. David also had an at­
tractive French road book which included 
a map of southern England showing three 

routes to the coast. 
Susan Gole showed a reproduction of 

the 12th century manuscript Beatus 
World Map, and explained how she had 
come across the original in the British 
Library. Francis Herbert pointed out the 
differences between a proof copy of a 
19th century map of Denmark which he 
had found in a shop in Cecil CoUrt and 
the fmal state. Thirty alterations had been 
made. Among the other interesting items 
brought along by members was a port­
folio of charts from Cook's voyages, pub­
lished in 1970. 

As liv~ly discussion followed the dis­
play of each map, and members looked 
closely at each map as it was passed 
around the table, it is surprising that so 
much was squeezed into two-and-a-half 
hours - including a break for refresh­
ments. 

We all look forward to next January's 
meeting. 

D.M.G. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 13th May 1992 at 6 pm 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

The Fanner's Club, Committee Room, 3 Whitehall Court, London 
(near Embankment Tube Station) 

AGENDA 
President's Welcome 
Apologies for Absence 
Minutes of AGM on 8 May 1991 
Chairman's Report 
Executive Officers' ~eports: 
Secretary, Membership Secretary, 
International Secretary, Treas­
urer, Journal Editor, Publicity Of­
ficer9 Librarian 

6. Approval of Audited 
Accounts for 1991 

7. Election of Officers & Auditors 
8. Any other business 

NOTE: Members wishing to propose 
names for election to office should 
send them to the Secretary to arrive at 
least two weeks in advance. 
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Jonathan Potter 
Jonathan Potter 
buys and sells 

fine, rare, decorative 
and interesting Antique Maps 

TELEPHONE 071 491 3520 

21 GROSVENOR STREET · MAYFAIR · LONDON WlX 9FE 
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RICHARD B. ARKWAY, INC. 

Specialists itz Early .& Rare Maps, 
Atlases, Globes & Relate(/ Books 

538 Madison Ave. 
(between 54th & 55th Sts.) 

New York, NY 1 0022/U.S.A. 

Call or write for free catalogue. (212) 751-8135 or (800) 453-0045 
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County Signposts 

Those of you who saw the picture in The 
Daily Telegraph last year of a pile of 
discarded Devon finger signposts must 
have felt a little nostalgic. It spurred me 
into visiting Dorset to record a few of 
their u~usual signpost tops. How many 
other counties have anything similar or 
perhaps other, unusual, unique memen­
toes of their own. Perhaps you could let 
us know. 

First, however, I had better say a little 
about the Dorset signpost. The top has 
a circle with the name of the county 
above. On a bar in the middle is the name 
of the place where the signpost stands, 
but the point of interest to all those in­
terested in Ordnance Survey maps must 
be the six figure reference number at the 
bottom. This enables anyone with a map 
to locate where they are .. It is good to 
see that the authority is returning the sign 
tops when they change to the newer type 

of signpost. I look forward to hearing 
from other counties. 

DAVID WEBB 

One of the new signposts, combining the 
modern style of pointer with the 

traditional 

The familiar, now discarded. 
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REISS & AUVERMANN 
Specialized Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps 

Two auction sales per annum 

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed 
bibliographical descriptions ava~able on 
request ( DM 30; outside Europe $ 40) 

Please inquire about our terms for sale by 
auction 

Our sales always include a large section of 
rare and early maps of all parts of the world 

AdelheidstraBe 2 · D-6240 Konigstein 
30 min. from Frankfurt/Main airport 
Phone: 49/6174/1017 · Fax: 49/6174/1602 

The Carson Clark 
Gallery 

J.A.L. FRANKS LTD. 

7 NEW OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, WClA lBA 

Telephone: 071 405 0274 
Fax: 071 430 1259 

For fine quality antique maps and charts of all parts of 
the world. 

In fact everything for the collector of Discovery. Travel & 
Topography. 

Stock includes items published between 
1500-1900. 

Confidential consultations on valuatton 
whether buytng or selling 

Specialist advice on investment. Call at our lovely Gallery 
in the heart of Htstoric Edinburgh or wnte to. 

A Carson Clark FRGS 

SCOTIA MAPS-MAPSELLERS 
173 Canongate 
The Royal Mite 

Edinburgh EHB BBN 
Tel: 031-556-4710 

Catalogues issued on request 

Comprehensive stock of maps of 
all parts of the world from the 

16th to the 19th centuries. 

We particularly specialise 
in small, early maps. 

We welcome any enquiries. 

We usually attend the monthly 
Bonnington Map Fairs. 



Obituary 

Simon Pointer 
Simon Pointer, a director of the Map 
House, aged 41 years, died in London in 
November 1991 after a short illness. 

He was educated at St. Pauls London, 
and Oxford where he received a BA Hon­
ours degree in History, and it was while 
at Oxford that his interest in maps began. 

For a short period he followed a career 
in ceramics then joined the Map House 
in 1973, where his expertise and enthusi­
asm soon earned him a directorship. 

Simon was an exceptionally kind, 
courteous and gentle person and was 
much loved and respected ·by all who 
knew him. He would always find a kind 
or good word for everybody however dif­
ficult the circumstances and his integrity 

shone through as an example to us all. 
His enthusiasm and love of maps 

which he combined with his love of his­
tory was infectious and a joy to behold, 
and it was these qualities that helped him 
build up the Map House to its present-day 
successful position. 

He contributed articles to newspapers 
and periodicals on many different aspects 
of antique maps and became an acknow­
ledged expert in his field. 

Simon was greatly respected by his 
colleagues and business acquaintances 
and it was an honour to have been his 
close friend. He will be sadly missed by 
all who knew him. He is survived by his 
parents. 

Professor Brian Harley 
Members of IMCoS will have been dee­
ply shocked and saddened at the news 
of the unexpected death of Brian Harley, 
a long-standing member of our Council. 
Most recently he gave a typically provo­
cative talk as the guest of honour at 1M­
CoS' 8th International Symposium 
Dinner in Washington, DC. 

Born in Bristol on 24 July 1932 but 
educated in Brewood Grammar School, 
Staffordshire he was in many ways a typi­
cal scholarship boy of the harsh thirties 
forging ahead from a modest background 
in wartime Britain. His two years of mili­
tary service opened the way for him to 
enter the Geog!aphy Department at Birm­
ingham University where he graduated 
and with a State Studentship sub-

sequently pursued research in historical 
geography obtaining his Doctorate in 
1958. While still at Birmingham he was 
attracted to the value of early maps as 
source materials, a theme he developed 
strongly in his first post as lecturer in 
the Department of Geography at Liver­
pool University. Essays on this theme ap­
peared in 1964 as articles in the Amateur 
Historian and were subsequently ex­
panded and consolidated in Maps for the 
Local Historian, a book which has pro­
vided sources for a varied and wide 
readership. 

In 1969 he served as sponsoring Geo­
graphy Editor with David and Charles 
from which publishing house appeared 
on a regular basis the popular series of 
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reprints of the First Edition of the One 
Inch Ordnance Survey maps of England 
and Wales. Brian~ s close association with 
Harry Margary of Lympne Castle Kent 
developed this interest leading to the still 
on- going volumes of the Old Series Ord­
nance Survey Maps. These were the years 
when he joined the staff of the Geography 
Department at the University of Exeter. 
For a department and a young university, 
as Exeter then was, struggling to raise 
its research profile, no better new member 
of staff could have been appointed. His 
research drive and enthusiasm were 
highly contagious, both older and 
younger colleagues, particularly the lat­
ter, were to benefit from the depth and 
breadth of his scholarship and the entrees 
he was able to make for them into the 
world of publishing. It was with pleasure, 
alas tinged with sadness that colleagues 
received the news of his impending de­
parture from Exeter on his appointment 
to the Chair of Geography at the Univer­
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1986. 

On arrival in America the output of 
scholarly books, articles, monographs 
and reviews continued. Such perceptive 
and profound writings on the history of 
cartography have done much to establish 
and elevate the subject into a serious and 
widely admired scholarly discipline. His 
many successes at Liverpool, Exeter and 
Milwaukee will never be forgotten by 
those colleagues who worked closely 
with him, nor by members of the learned 
societies who enjoyed his company and 
who now mourn his loss and have to come 
to terms with the quite unexpected reality 
that his last chapter has been writtenv his 
last lecture delivered. Works already pub­
lished will long outlast his passing; his 
name will be in the minds and on the 
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lips of many scholars and map-lovers for 
years to come. His immortality in the land 
of learning is assured. 

WILLIAM RA VENlllLL 

A Celebration of the Life and Works of 
Brian Harley will be held on Tuesday 
17th March 1992,from 2.15 to 4.45 pm, 
at the Royal Geographical Society, 1 
Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR. 
Please use the Exhibition Road Entrance. 
Refreshments will be served. All are wel­
come. Please inform Tony Campbell at 
The Map Room, British Library before 
lOth March if you plan to attend. 

The J.B . Harley Research Fellow­
ships Trust Fund is to be established as 
a registered charity. You may wish to do­
nate. Details about the payment of con­
tributions and convenanting will be 
available shortly. 

Classified Advertisements 
England County Map specialist. Lists sent. Mrs 
D.M. Green, 7 Tower Grove. Weybridge, Surrey. 
Tel: (0932) 241 1105. 

Antiquarian Maps and Prints c.1550 to 1800. 
Write or phone for our latest catalogue. Postaprint, 
Taidswood. Iver Heath. Bucks SLO OPQ, U.K. 
Phone Denham - (0895) 833 720. 

IMCoS LffiRARY 
Christopher Terrell has agreed to 
take over custody of the IMCoS 
Library. When he has catalogued 
the contents a list will be circu­
lated to members, hopefully with 
the Summer mailing, together 
with arrangements whereby books 
may be borrowed. 



Book Review 

Lost Landscapes of Plymouth; maps, 
charts and plans to 1800, by Elisabeth 
Stuart. Alan Sutton Publishing in asso­
ciation with Map Collector Publications, 
1991. 211 pages, 94 illustrations. £25 

To collect maps of a particular place 
or country, while being one of the more 
straightforward of cartographic endeav­
ours, can also be one of the most sat­
isfying, especially if your heart is in the 
place concerned. In this book Elisabeth 
Stuart, who is obviously fascinated by 
Plymouth and its history, has assembled 
a catalogue of maps of Plymouth and its 
environs from the earliest times to 1800. 
Her sources have been all the principal 
public and private collections in this 
country as well as those in Paris and Ma­
drid. While maps of Plymouth may well 
exist elsewhere it is unlikely they will 
contribute much more to the wealth al­
ready gathered. 

Plymouth is a good choice for this 
· sort of exercise. As the author points out, 

maps have always been expensive to pro­
duce and appear mainly in response to 
economic or political factors . Thus the 
roots of mapping in England lie in the 
Tudor period, stimulated by the twin fac­
tors of the redistribution of monastic 
lands and the maritime defence of the 
realm against Spain, and later France. 
Military activities tend to spawn maps, 
usually manuscript, whether for the con­
struction of defences or the gathering of 
intelligence. Plymouth, as Great Britain's 
principal base in the western approaches 
to the Channel, has always been of great 
interest not only to government planners 

but also to her enemies, which explains 
why the preponderance of the maps are 
manuscript, 180 out of the total of 213. 

The book is well illustrated; there are 
eighty-one reproductions in black and 
white and thirteen in good colour. While 
inevitably most have had to be drastically 
reduced in size, much can be gained from 
them with a good glass. The only com­
plaint of this reviewer, and that a minor 
one, is that more effort might have been 
expended on the design of the printed 
entries to make them more easily assimi­
lated. To take just one example, in this 
computer age there is no reason why a 
graphic symbol cannot be use to indicate 
whether an entry refers to a printed or a 
manuscript map. 

But there is more to this book than 
just a catalogue, In an extensive intro­
duction the author shares with her readers 
her discoveries about maps and their 
makers, methods and motives and their 
value as historical documents. While one 
might not necessarily agree with all the 
opinions expressed it is eminently read­
able, especially to those new to the field, 
and may well make it attractive to a wider 
public than those just interested in Ply­
mouth. 

CHRISTOPHER TERRELL 

BOOK REVIEWS 
All books sent to the Editor for 
review are then passed to the 
IMCoS Librarian for the Library. 
If you have seen a good book on 
maps recently, why not send us a 
review anyway, even if the book is 
not available for the Library 

35 



Specializing in Early Maps 
OF THE WORLD AND THE AMERICAS 

CATALOGUES ISSUED 

48 East 57th Street, New York, NY 1 0022 
Tel. (212) 308-0018 I (800) 423-37 41 Fax. (212) 308 007 4 

We are interested 
in purchasing old 

MAPS & VIEWS 
of 

JERUSALEM & 
THE HOLY LAND 

Please send offers to: 

THE COLLECTOR 
P.O.B. 40759 

Ox>pin St. Post Oflke 
Jerusalem 91040 
ISRAEL 
Tc1:(02) 533-890 

Authentic Antique Maps 
XVIth-XIXth Century 

LEYCESTER 

MAP GALLERIES 

LIMITED 

e Worldwide Postal Business 
W~ll HOUSE, ARNESBY, LEICESTER LE8 3WJ. 

CT el: 0533 478462) 

e Monthly Exhibitor 
BONNINGTON HOTEl 

Map and Print Fairs 

·M~ thinlc~5 it would w~l/ ple~5~ any man to lool upon 

Jl G~ographical map. to lwhold a~ or w~r~. all th~ r~motp 

Provmcps, Town~s . Citi~s of thf' wortd• 

from: Anatomy of Melancholy- Rob~rt Burton 1611 

lnqu~ri~s ~lcomP from all o~r th~ world 

Spt'Cia/ d•Kounts for postal coiiKtors and thao ~radP 



LEONORA WEAVER 

specialist in 

HAND COLOURING 

and RESTORATION 

of maps and prints 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

half-price offer 

for new clients 

6, Aylestone Drive 

Aylestone Hill 

HEREFORD HR1 1HT 

0432-267816 

~~~~l<flj ... ~"'"' 
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a~ The Only Monthly 
ANTIQUE MAP & 

PRINT FAIR 
in the World 

at the 
Bonnington Hotel 

Southampton Row London WC14BH 

DATES FOR 1992 

January 13, February 10, March 9 
April13, May 11, June 22 & 23 

July 13, August 10, September 14 
October 12, November 9, December 14 

9.30am- 7.00pm 

ADMISSION IS FREE 
AMPF, 26 Kings Road Cheltenham GL52 6BG, UK 

Fax: 0242-513890 Phone: 0242-514287 

WARWICK LEADLAY 
GALLERY 

ANTIQUARIAN 
MAPS, PRINTS, ATLASES 

AND ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

EXPERT COLOURING, 
MOUNTING AND FRAMING 

INDIVIDUAL LISTS 
ISSUED ON REQUEST 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

5 NELSON ROAD, 
GREENWICH, 

LONDON SElO 9JB 
TEL: 081 ·858 031 7 FAX: 081·853 1773 
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IMCoS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Subscriptions run from January to December. The current rates are: 

For 1 year £16 or US$32 
For 3 years £45 or US$90 
Annual Junior Membership £8 

(under 21 or full time student) 
Life Membership £500 
Registration fee (for new members, to cover adminsitrative costs) £4 or US$8 

Cheques should be made payable to IMCoS, or payment may be made through 
Access I Visa I American Express cards, stating number and expiry date. 

Each time the Journal is mailed, the address label on the envelope includes the mem­
bership number and the year until which the subscription has been paid. If you notice 
any error or omission on your envelope, please inform the Membership Secretary: 

Caroline Batchelor 
'Pykes', The Ridgeway 
Oxshott, Leatherhead 

Surrey KT22 OLG 

IMCoS JOURNALS 
Now that IMCoS has passed its tenth anniversary, people are beginning to take it 
seriously - we have begun to receive requests for back numbers. While some of 
the recent issues are held in considerable amounts, there are gaps in those of the first 
five years . Even to collect a complete set to rotate with the chairman has posed 
problems, and some early numbers could only be preserved in photocopies. If you 
have spare copies of the following numbers and would like to donate them to the 
Society, please send them to: The Chairman, IMCoS , 240B Kentish Town Road, 

1980 September Vol 1.1 
1980 November Vol 1.2 
1981 All issues 
1982 All issues 
1983 All issues 
1984 All issues 

1985 February Vol V .1 
1985 June Map Fair 

1986 Autumn Vol V.1 
1986 Winter Vol V.4 
1987 Spring Vol VI.1 
1987 Autumn No. 27 (old no.) 
1987 Winter No 28 (old no.) 

1988 Spring No. 32 
1989 Spring No. 36 
1989 Autumn No. 38 

ADVERTISE IN THE SUMMER ISSUE OF IMCoS JOURNAL. YOU WILL 
BE SURPRISED HOW FAR IT TRAVELS. 
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Israel: Eva Wajntraub, 4 Brenner Street, 
Jerusalem 

Italy: JD Maranelli, Villa Clampedelles, 
Crignes 76, Cortina d'ft.,mpezzo 

Japan: Kazumasa Yamashita, 10-7 2-
chome, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 

Netherlands: Werner Lowenhardt, De Lai­
ressestr 40-1, 1 071 PB, Amsterdam 

New Zealand: Neil McKinnon , PO Box 847, 
Timaru 

Norway: Pal Sagen, Bygd0y Aile 69, PO 
Box 102 Tasen, N-0801 Oslo 8 

Portugal: JC Silva, Travessa de Quelmada 
28, Lisbon 2 

Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia: 
Michael J Sweet, Antiques of t~e 
Orient, 21 Cuscaden Road, Ming 
Arcade 01 -02, Singapore 1024 

South Africa: Dr Oscar Norwich, 46 Garden 
Road, Orchard 2192, Johannesburg 

Spain: Jaime Armero, Frame SL, General 
Pardinas 69, Madrid 6 

Sweden: Gunnar Skoog, Skoogs Foretags­
grupp AB, Malmo 

Thailand: Dr Dawn Rooney, PO Box 11 , 
1238 Bangkok 

Turkey: F Muhtar Katircioglu, Karanfil 
Araligi 14, Levent, 80620 Istanbul 

USA, Central: Kenneth Nebenzahllnc, 
PO Box 370, Glencoe, Ill 60022 

USA, East: Charles A Burroughs, 686 Col­
lege Parkway, Rockville , MD 20850 

USA, West: Alfred W Newman, 1414 Mari­
posa Street, Vallejo, CA 94590 

Yugoslavia: Ankica Pandzic, Historical 
Museum of Croatia, Matoseva 9, 
YU-41 000 Zagreb 



let 

Yasha Beresiner 
welcome you to 

The Collector's World 
Meet him on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 
10.00 am to 5.00 pm at the 

lnterCol Gallery 
and view the wide selection of 

Maps, Playing Cards 
and Banknotes 

at 35 Camden Passage, Islington, 
london N1 

write or phone for 
a free Catalogue 

lnterCol London 
43 Templars Crescent 
London N3 3 QR, England 

Tel: 081-349 2207 
081-346 9539 
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