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EDITORIAL NEWS AND VIEWS

OLLECTORS and their organisations do not
alwavs attract the whole hearted co-operation
of academic institutions and museums. We are
often seen as a body of men and women whose pur-
suit of acquisition is far greater than academic regard
tor the collected items; that our interests are super-
ficial and our inclinations commercial. As members
of the public we can enjoy all the courtesy and
assistanice of individual staff members but as an
organised body to seek active co-operation has often
been, in mv personal experience, tantamount to an
invitation of refusal.

Not so with The British Library (British Museum)
Map Library.

Our 1984 London Symposium (which has been
moved trom June to September to coincide with the
International Congress of BDA and the ABA Fair),
will be organised in conjunction with this esteemed
body. We can consider ourselves fortunate to have
the backing of such an institution and group of
individuals, who have already in the past shown their
support tfor IMCoS. Plans for the 15th-17th Septem-
ber affair are already well under hand under the
Chairmanship of Alan Bartlett. An exhibition of
Worid Maps i¢ planned and we have great hopes that
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1984 will be the best attended fair to date. We feel
that the arrangements are going to be such that every
member will be able to justify a trip to London! Place
the date 1n your Diary NOW: IMCoS London
Symposium Map Fuair & World-Map Exhibition
15th-17th September 1984,

Meanwhile the internationality of our Society will
again manifest itself i a highly well organised
Symposium that is being held in Nicosia, under the
auspices of the Cyprus Association of Map Collectors.
The programme for the 7th-8th April event is already
finalised and details will be found elsewhere in the
pages of this JOURNAL: we very much hope you can
plan a trip — it is bound to be an interesting and
entertaining weekend.

May I end, once more, with an appeal for more
material for our journal? You will have noticed the
increased pages and photography and we will be
delighted to publish YOUR article and/or views on
relevant subjects — with photographs! Please let me
hear from you.

On behalf of IMCoS and its officers may I wish you
all a prosperous and successful 1984!

YASHA BLRESINER
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IMCoS ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR FUTURE MEETINGS:
10th March 1984: Liverpool University

This 1s also our A.G.M. and we hope
many of you will be able to attend the
meeting where the well-known author
A. G. Hodgkiss will give our members a
lecture that promises to be fascinating.

We will meet at the Senior Common
Room in the ROXBY Buildings at
10.15 a.m. for a 10.30 start. The event is
being organised by Alan Hulme.

7th & 8th April 1984: Nicosia, CYPRUS

A holiday event that we feel many will
wish to take advantage of. Please see the back
cover for details and don’t hesitate to book
now — an English contingent will be travel-
ling from London and we would be delighted
to increase our numbers.

9th June 1984: York Minster Library

This event is in the capable hands of
Clifford Stephenson and Heather Lawrence
. . . please watch this space for further details
but make a note in your Diary NOW!

15th to 17th September 1984: MAJOR
SYMPOSIUM ON WORLD MAPS: THE
BRITISH MUSEUM. By Alan Bartlett, 1984
Symposium Chairman.

Your Society is delighted to announce
agreement in outline for a major symposium
on World Maps, in collaboration with The
British Library Map Library at the British
Museumn. This will be on Saturday, 15th
September 1984, preceding the IMCoS
Annual Dinner, and the Map Fair on the
succeeding two days during which an exhibi-
tion of world maps will be staged.

Speakers are expected to include Dr Helen
Wallis and Sarah Tyacke of the Map Library,
Peter Barber of the Department of Manu-
scripts, and our President, Rodney Shirley,
whose much awaited book on world maps will
be published next year.

It 1s planned that, as part of the day’s
proceedings, visits will be conducted to the
Map Library itself, to the British Library
Reading Room, to view selected manuscript
world maps and to the Map Gallery
Exhibition.

The British Library Map Library will
publicly restate its national and international
role and its purchasing policy, will detail latest
acquisitions and its research and other con-
tributions to world cartography.

This symposium already promises to be one
of the most important cartographic events of
the coming year. Make a note now for your
diaries:

SATURDAY, 15th SEPTEMBER 1984
THE BRITISH LIBRARY MAP LIBRARY

THE BRITISH MUSEUM, LONDON
Sunday/Monday, 16th/17th September, Map

Fair and Collectors Exhibition: Forum

Hotel, Cromwell Road, LLondon SW7.

The Map Fair will be held in the same
rooms as last year and the Collectors’

Exhibition of World Maps will be organised
by R. W. Shirley in a large venue on the
ground floor of the hotel.
Further information will be published in the
next issue of the JOURNAL.

2. GENERAL NOTICE

The Membership Directory is herewith enclosed,
members wishing to notify change or corrections of
their addresses in the Directory should advise the
IMCoS Membership Secretary, Stephen Luck, 83
Marylebone High Street, London W1M 4AL.

MAPS & ATLASES IN BIRMINGHAM

As we go to press, there are a few days yet left of
the rather superlative exhibition of Maps and Atlases
being held at the Birmingham Reference Library
which opened on 13th September. The exhibits
included a wide range of maps under several headings
with an exceptional array of early atlases and maps
covering the period to 1700. Other sections covered
foreign topographical maps of the 18th century as
well as British ones and a special section on
Curiosities included Jigsaw maps. In all over 80 maps
were on exhibit until 30th November.

The Birmingham Reference Library has 3 sep-
arately housed collections of map material.

The History and Geography Department

This department has a comprehensive collection of
20,000 sheet maps and 1400 atlases and books about
maps. Coverage is biased towards topographical and
thematic maps of Great Britain (but excluding the
West Midlands area). Other countries are represented
by topographical surveys and national atlases. Also
housed here is the George Skett Collection of Maps of
Britain of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, a most
important donation of several thousand sheet maps
and atlases.

The Local Studies Department

There are some 20,000 sheet maps of Birmingham
and the West Midlands, including many large scale
Ordnance Survey maps, manuscript estate plans and
early printed maps of the local area.

The Language and Literature Department

Approximately 60 pre-1700 atlases are included in
the Early and Fine Printing Collection in this
department, many of which were donated, over a
number of years, by. Alderman W. A. Cadbury. The
Parker Collection of Early Children’s Books and
Games has several examples of maps as puzzles and
board games.

The Exhibition is intended to show the wide
variety of map material held by Birmingham
Reference Library, and it is hoped that the items
chosen will be of interest to both the general reader
and the specialist. The exhibits are arranged roughly
in chronological order: the period 1482 to 1700 on
floor 6 and the period 1700 to 1851 on floor 4.
Exhibits range from woodcut maps in early editions

Continsied on page 9



BOOK REVIEW

English Map-Making 1500-1650, edited by
Sarah Tyacke. The British Library, 1983. 125 pp., 60
black-and-white illustrations. 276 X 220 mm. ISBN 0
71230010 4. £20.

Study, intellectual effort and discovery is only of
shallow value if the findings of research cannot be
shared with others and thus stimulate yet further
understanding. As this is especially true in the
ill-defined discipline of historical cartography, any
examples of the dissemination of current research are
to be much applauded.

In March 1981 the British Library took the
initiative in holding a small (and little publicised)
seminar in early map-making in Britain. The papers
presented have now been assembled into a book of
varied scholarship and interest. In all, there are eight
complete essays, varying in length from five to
twenty-four pages, plus a short (one-and-a-half page)
Appendix by J. H. Andrews on the emergence of the
surveying profession in Ireland which sits rather
oddly at the very beginning. Sarah Tyacke has
provided an excellent “overview” Introduction: no
mean task in the light of the diversity of the topics
and the approaches of the contributors.

The longest essay is that of Brian Harley — Reader
in Geography at the University of Exeter and (like
Sarah Tyacke) one of IMCoS’ Council Members. He
delves into Meaning and ambiguity in Tudor cartography,
expanding on the theme Cartographical Truth? which
formed the keynote talk at the IMCoS Symposium in
June 1981. Readers may not find themselves in
sympathy with all of Dr Harley’s concepts, but his
arguments open up another dimension in the
perennial attempts to interpret the meaning of maps
in the context of their time. His essay leads naturally
into Victor Morgan’s The literary image of globes and
maps in early modern England: a delightful sampling of
mappy quotations from Elizabethan sources, prin-

cipally Spencer, Shakespeare, and Donne.

Marcus Merriman describes the context in which
surveying and map drawing skills were transmitted
by Italian military engineers during the reign of
Henry VIII Peter Eden, the compiler of the index of
land surveyors in Great Britain and Ireland, illumin-
ates the professional work of three sixteenth-century
estate map-makers. John Schofield writes on Ralph
Treswell’s surveys of London houses, ¢1612. Two
shorter essays on the tools of the trade follow
(instruments often being hidden in sixteenth and
seventeenth-century decorative cartouches): G. L. E.
Turner’'s Mathematical instrument-making in London in
the sixteenth century and John Roche’s The cross-staff as a
surveying instrument in England 1500-1640. Finally
William Ravenbhill, Professor of Geography at the
University of Exeter, takes up the theme that has
baffled succeeding generations of historians of
cartography — how did Christopher Saxton make his
county maps? Were they surveyed by means of simple
traverses (as advocated by Professor Manley, R. A.
Skelton, and P. D. A. Harvey), or was some form of
triangulation used (as proposed by Sarah Tyacke and
John Huddy)? At least for Devon and Cornwall,
Professor Ravenhill argues that Saxton may have
used the Elizabethan system of fixed beacons to form
a lattice, by means of which angles and topogrpahical
details may have been plotted. Do any IMCoS
members in other counties know of local beacon
systems which might have been used by Saxton in a
similar way?

I recommend English Map-Making 1500-1650 to
all IMCoS readers seized with historical curiosity
about maps. It covers a period of seminal importance
for almost every English map from the 1600s
onwards and is available, price £20, from the book
shop in the entrance to the British Museum.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I was interested to read David Webb’s article on
Senex’s road maps in the August issue of the
JOURNAL. Since I have done some work on the issues
of these maps, perhaps 1 can add some further
llumination. Issues recorded are:

1719: examples are found in both the British Library
and the Guildhall Library.

¢.1742: since references to both a “second” and a
“third” edition, both issued by Mary Senex, are
found, it appears that both were issued at
about this date. The “second edition” is found
in the British Library. Sir H. G. Fordham
apparently possessed a copy of “The third
edition” but this is not found in the Fordham
collection at the Royal Geographical Society.

1757: re-engraved maps appear to have been issued
in this year under both the original atlas title
(Fordham: Road Books and Itineraries) and a
new title (British Library) — as they ap-
parently were also in 1759 and 1762 — and
with further alterations to the plates again in
the same year (British Library).

1759: this issue was not only recorded by Fordham
(op. cit.) but was also offered for sale, under
the altered title, in Deighton Bell’s catalogue
no. 221, item 1130A.

1762: Fordham (op. cit.) records the maps issued in
this year under the original title and the British
Library, Cambridge University Library, and
the Royal Geographical Society have copies
with the altered title. The issues of 1757,
1759, and 1762 were published by John
Bowles and Son; these should not be confused
with Carington Bowles’s re-issue of Kitchin’s
smaller “Ogilby’s Survey Improv’d’ (1771) as
“Bowles’s Post-Chaise Companion” (¢1781;
1782; ¢.1790).

It should be made quite clear that Kifchin's Post-
Chaise Companion, issued in 1767 (British Library,
Royal Geographical Society, Cambridge University
Library), ¢ 1770 (British Library), and ¢ 1775 (Sayer
& Bennett Catalogue 1775), is a copy, by Kitchin, of

Continued on page 10
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THE 9th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE
HISTORY OF CARTOGRAPHY AT DUBLIN,

29th AUGUST — 2nd SEPTEMBER
Report by Tony Campbell

OOKING back, it seems incredible that so much

could have been compressed into just five days.
Exhausting but highly stimulating — that would
probably be the verdict of most participants on the
recent biennial conference. Held in Italy in 1981 and
due to be hosted by the Canadians in 1985, the event
brought to Dublin at the end of August some 140
historians of cartography from all over the world. A
three-paper International Cartographic Association
meeting provided a curtain-raiser to the conference
proper. This was superbly introduced by John
Andrews, whose lecture, “The cartographic person-
ality of Ireland” showed, among many other things,
how Ireland’s very un-English social structure gave
its mapping a distinctive flavour. Like so much else
about the character of Ireland, this has frequently
been misunderstood across the Irish Sea.

A succession of 44 twenty-minute papers followed
during the next three days, many, like prison
sentences, running concurrently. Your Council
members did their bit: Giinter Schilder talking on
“Cornelis Claesz., founder and stimulator of Dutch
maritime and  colonial cartography”;  Mireille
Pastcureau giving a paper on pre-Revolution map
collections in France; and myself one on the place
names ot medieval portolan charts. Other talks that
would have been of particular interest o British
IMCoS members were given on estate survcyors:
Heather lawrence on John Norden, Peter
Eden on the occupations of those listed in his
Dictionary of Land Surveyors, and lan Adams on
activities north of the border.

It is impossible to mention all the other papers
individually but the London libraries certainly made
their contribution with papers from Helen Wallis,
Peter Barber and Andrew Cook (all British Library),
and Annie Hood (National Maritime Museum). At
the risk of seeming partial I would single out as my
favourites, Mary Pedley’s breathtaking account of the
legal battle between the Robert de Vaugondys and
one of the engravers working on their .A#/as Universel,
and David Woodward’s resumé of the most advanced
techniques for analysing paper, watermarks, and ink.
Since these modern methods can be used for un-
masking forgeries, his talk picked up on the subject of
a lecture, both authoritative and highly amusing,
which Arthur Baynes-Cope, of the British Museumn’s
Research Laboratory, delivered the previous evening
on “Forgeries and Maps”. He also revealed that,
according to the definition given in the Oxford Eﬂg/i;b
Dictionary, those interested in “maps” were actually
enthusing over rabbits!

Trinity College (the University of Dublin) was the
focus of the conference, but there were numerous
pretexts for leaving the college precincts for exhibi-
tions, receptions or coach trips. A conference-goer
needs stamina not only for ten papers a day but for
extended periods clutching a glass of wine or, as it
might be, Bailey’s Irish Cream. There were, 1 think,

tour in all (and a dinner), during which we met,
besides one another, the Minister of Education and
the deputy Lord Mayor (the Mayor himself, with an
understandablc sense of priorities, having gone to
Cork to watch a game of Gaelic football, leaving his
deputy with the impression that we all made maps).

The excursions mnanaged a neat balance between
the cartographic and the culturai. At the Irish
Ordnance Survey in Phoenix Park a1 wealth of
material was displayed for our special visit, including
some of the copper plates from which the original 6
sheets had been printed. For the final outing — a
delightful coda to the conterence — John Andrews
and Arnold Horner led coach loads of participants
into the neighbouring countryside, using facsimiles of
early maps to idenuty the geographical changes
wrought by man on the Irish landscape. Time was
also found to look around two of Ireland’s finest
country houses, Russborough and Castletown. The
latter, home of the Georgian Society and suitably
adorned with a good selection of Irish maps, pro-
vided a marvellous setting for a supper rounded off
by telk music.

Credit for the conference’s great success is due
largely to the faultless and unobtrusive organisation
of John Andrews and Arnold Horner. No Irish joke
could have competed with such professxonahsm‘ For
the rest it was a matter of Irish magic: green grass and
rain where all had been parched back in England, a
Gaelic folksinger and her harp, and smiling police-
men. Not forgetting, of coursc, the vin du pays, a
single sip of which persuaded one conference-goer, at
least, to reform his previously Guinless ways.

Classified Advertisements

Large stock UK/World maps from £2—-£250.
Visit our shop or write for personal quota-
tions. PRINTED PAGE, 2-3 Bridge Street,
Winchester, Hampshire. Telephone (0962)
54072.

English County Map specialists. Lists sent.
MRS D. M. GREEN, 7 Tower Grove, Wey-
bridge, Surrey. Tel: Walton-on-Thames
41105.

Wanted. Large folding maps, non-European
countries, pre-1940. Messengers, 7 Elder-
tree Gardens, Exeter EX4 4DE. (Tel: 0392
213540).
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The International Map Collectors Society
The Cyprus Association of Map Collectors
CYPRUS SYMPOSIUM
NICOSIA
Saturday/Sunday 7th and 8th April 1984

Symposium details and information from: é?
A. J. Hadjipaschalis, Secretary Cyprus Association of Map Collectors, \
P.0. Box 4506, Nicosia, Cyprus %%
or
The Secretary IMCoS, 83 Maryiebone High Street,
London W1M 4AL, England.
Stephen Luck, London 01-486-9052. Telex 896482 Inform G

A three-day programme arranged by the CAoMC inciudes cocktail reception; visits
to private map collections, iibraries and museums — civic reception. Map
Symposium, Grand Cypriot dinner and evening. Optional Monday visit to selected
Byzantine Churches.

R (o) g

Registration, entrance fees, local transport and Saturday !unch and Dinner

Cyprus £25.00. )
® ® &) @ @
information re travel and hotels from UK: —

Cyprair Tours Ltd, 21 Hampstead Road, Euston Centre, London NW1 3JA. é?

LLondon 01-388-7514.
Cyprus Airways wiil also offer special terms for flights from countries from which

they operate. ‘
Flights from London Heathrow (no additionai charges from most other UK airports;.

Approximaie hotel and flight costs: 4
Hotel-Apartment 4 Star Hotel
7 days £210.00 B&B £350.00 B&B
14 days £280.00 B&B £450.00 B&B
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