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Letter from the Chairman

Dear Readers of the IMCoS Journal,

During the Annu ~ General Meeting on 10 June 2005,
I was elected to become the next IMCoS Chairman. After
Jenny Harvey announced that she would not stand for
re- «ction, we had a bit of a problem to find adequate vol-
unteer manpower to run the Society. Susan Gole was para-
chuted in as stand-in for Jenny after 18 December 2004. As
such, T am successor to two Chairmen, if you like, and will
try to live up to the Membership’s expectations.

Both ladies are entitled to our sincere thanks; Jenny for
filling the post so well for over seven years, Susan for tak-
ing over unexpectedly ar adding the workload to her
‘regular’ chores as Editor of the Journal and doing her in-
ternational work.

What will be new from now on? Not much rez -,
business as usual 2 it that the Queen’s English from your

airman will suffer from a Dutch accent in future, with
occasional errors in grammar thrown in for good measure!
would like to solicit your indulgence.

Stll, we w 1ave to recognise that IMCoS has grown
from a mostly local U.K. Society to an intemational Soci-
ety with members everywhere, divided roughly as one
third UK., one third Europe (mai - EEC countries) and
one third U.S.A. and the rest of the world.

Surprisingly, we have never in the last 25 years got
around to adapting our constitution in the light of these
changes, nor have all our house-rules for day-to-day opera-
tion been documented to facilitate transfer from one Com-
mittee member to the next.

WL trealising that the rules are there to serve the So-
ciety and not the other way around, we need to have a look
at our constitution and act more in accordance with it. At
the same time we need to check whether the transparency
required from the enlarged Society is there for all to see
and understand.

We will try to improve our efforts to generate more lo-
cal activities internationally, even if that is easier said than
done. We will try to put more information on to the
web-site in order to enhance accessibility of the informa-
tion

What will definitely not change are the goals of the
Society: to be a Society of lovers of maps, who hold (their)
maps dearly and want to increase and share their knowl-
edge thereof. And do all that in a friendly atmosphere, en-
joying our Journal, our International Symposiums and our

local activities as applicable.
Yours sincerely,

HANS D. KOK

Email:

OLD CHURCH GALLERIES

Mati Harrington & Nicky Ransom

FINE & RARE ANTIQUE MAPS, CHARTS, PLANS &
ENGRAVINGS OF ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

A very large stock, including Natural History, Botanical, Sporting,
Architectural, Decorative and Topographic prints

98 FULHAM ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON SW3 6HS
TEL: 020 7591 8790

sales@oldchurchgalleries.com
Website: www.oldchurchgalleries.com

FAX: 020 7591 8791
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From the Editor’s Desk

Now that IMCoS is truly 25 years old, and with members
spread all across the globe, it is fitting that our new Chair-
man has been selected from the long list of IMCoS Interna-
tional Representatives. The name of Hans Kok was put
forward by the Executive Committee, and he was unani-
mously elected to the post at the AGM. He is our fifth
Chairman, as a glance at the /MCoS History can quickly
show. He first came to prominence at the International
Symposium in Singapore in 1991, when he mangaged to
coincide his flight schedule as a pilot with KLLM to attend at
the last minute, and gave us a most amusing and stimulating
talk as ~Captain Cook’. His careeer with KLLM now makes it
easier for him to attend the committee meetings in London.
When Werner [.owenhardt asked to be relieved as Interna-
tional Representative for the Netherlands two years later,
Hans was an obvious choice. He was a great help when
IMCoS organised its map fairs in London, always ready to
lend a hand carrying heavy boxes, manning the IMCoS
desk, directing traffic, staying back at the end for the
clear-up. He always contributed constructively at the Int.
Reps meetings, which led him to devise the series of
IMCoS Bulletins giving new collectors advice on how to
buy, care for and preserve their maps. In 2002 he organised
the International Symposium in Amsterdam, an offer he
had made some years before, but was at that time too busy
flying to manage it. Then in 2003 he received the
IMCoS-Helen Wallis Award for his contribution of out-
standing value to map collectors worldwide. He became a
Director of IMCoS in early 2004, and has regularly at-
tended committee meetings this year, with helpful input. I
am sure that all IMCoS members will join the committee in
wishing him well. and looking forward to the start of the
next 25 years of IMCoS in his capable hands.

IMCoS lost one of its early members recently. Lord
Wardington was well known in the world of books and
maps, with his incomparable collection due to go to auction
later this year. Last year fire swept through his home near
Banbury, but his treasures were saved by the labour of good
neighbours. IMCoS members enjoyed a visit to his home in
October 1992, where he made us very welcome, and spread
his atlases out for our delight. Malcolm Young, IMCoS’
first chairman, recalls his help in the early years, with intro-
ductions to the British Library and Royal Geographical So-
ciety, at a time when IMCoS was little known. Lord
Wardington died on 6 July.

One of our Int. Reps has also been in the news lately.
Robert Clancy of Australia became a Member in the Order
of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. This is
in recogniotion of his research in immunology, especially a
vaccine to prevent recurrent bronchitis, and as a curator of

maps. The Newcastle Star claims he has the “best map col-
lection in Australia’. IMCoS is lucky to have such a distin-
guished person in its midst, and perhaps he too has
benefitted from his association with IMCoS.

We need more articles from more members, to keep
this journal a vibrant and interesting magazine for all our
members. [ am very grateful to those who do send in mate-
rial but they are such a small percentage of our whole mem-
bership. A comment at last year’s Int. Reps meeting was
that it contained little of interest to his fellow countrymen.
But the journal depends solely on articles from members
about their specialised cartographic topics, about
exhibitions they have seen, about research they are doing,
about maps they like (as on page 48 in this issue), about
anything cartographic which interests them. So do please
think about sending me something, particularly if you have
never sent me anything before. Especially if it relates to a
cartographic area that is not often written about.

SUSAN GOLE

Changes of Address notified to the Membership
Secretary since the Summer Journal
AVIS-VIERA. Henry S. ¢.'o WesBruin Cartographical, 107
S West Street # 304, Old Town - Alexandria, Virginia

22314-2824, USA. Dealer.

BECK, Michael. Str. Dr. Draghiescu 11, 050578 Bucha-
rest, Romania

BERESINER, Yasha. e-m: yasha@intercol.co.uk

BOSWOOD. Timothy. Stephen. EFL Unit. Language
Teaching Centre. University of York. Heslington. York
YO10 5DD.

DE MARTINI, Massimo. Altea Antique Maps and Decora-
tive Prints, 35 Saint George St, London W1S 2FN. Tel:
020 7491 0010. Fax: 020 7491 0015

DOCKTOR, John W. 3100 N. Highway A1A PHAI, Fort
Pierce FI. 34949-8831. USA. Mem. no. 737. Tel:
~772-466-8706.

FOGUET, Rafael. e-m: rfoguet@rfoguet.com

KERR. Elton R. e-m: eltonkerr’@Gmail.com

KOVARSKY. Joel. The Prime Meridian, 1839 Clay Drive,
Crozet, VA 22932, Tel 434/823-5696. Fax:
434.799-0218. e-m: tpm@theprime meridian.com

POLING, Beverly. 213 Creek Drive, Sewickley, PA
15143, USA. Mem. no. 834,

SCALABRINO. Fabrizio G. Remove telephone numbers.

STRACHAN-VIERA, Sandra. c’o WesBruin
Cartographical. 107 S West Street # 304. Old Town -
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2824, USA. Dealer.

WAINTRAUB., G. & E. 4 Brenner Street, Jerusalem
92103. Israel. Tel: +972 2 5611 687. Fax: +972 2 5636
972. e-m: renata5(@zahav.net.il
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Admiral Nelson, Alexander Dalrymple and the
early years of the Hydrographical Office
by Andrew David

Since 2005 is the bicentenary of the Battle of Trafal-
gar and the death of Britain’s greatest naval com-
mander, it seems appropriate to draw attention to what
is known about Nelson and hydrography and how
Dalrymple responded to the needs of the Royal Navy
during the Nelson era.

The first mention of Nelson, with a vague con-
nection with hydrography, is when he took partin a
voyage of discovery as a young midshipman. In
1773 the Royal Society proposed to the Admiralty
that a voyage should be undertaken to the north of
Spitsbergen to ascertain how far it was possible to
navigate towards the North Pole. As a result an ex-
pedition was mounted under the command of Cap-
tain Constantine John Phipps in the Racehorse,
accompanied by Captain Skeffington Lutwidge in
the Carcass. in which Nelson was serving as a mid-
shipman. The expedition reached as far as 80%°N,
when further progress was blocked by ice. Several
important scientific observations were then under-
taken, while the opportunity was taken during the
voyage to test the performance of two early chro-
nometers, Larcum Kendall’s K2 and one by John
Arnold. How much of this scientific endeavour the
young Nelson took part in is not known. In fact, all
that is known about his part in this expedition is his
near encounter with a polar bear.

[t is likely that Nelson first learnt the importance
of good charts during his next commission when he
served as amidshipman under Captain George Farmer
on a voyage to the East Indies in the frigate Seahorse.
The master of the Seahorse was the very able Mr
Surridge, under whom Nelson received an excellent
grounding in navigation and perhaps surveying,
including learning how to obtain his longitude by ob-
serving lunar distances. However, Nelson’s first
known involvement in hydrographic surveying took
place in 1784. In March of that year Nelson was ap-
pointed in command of the 28-gun frigate Boreas and
sailed in her to the West Indies. A few months after his
arrival there, the Commander-in-Chief Windward Is-
lands, Admiral Sir Richard Hughes, received orders
from the Admiralty to examine a harbour in the Island

Fig. 1. Alexander Dalrymple from the European
Magazine.

of St John's, which was said to be capable of contain-
ing a fleet of men-of-war during the hurricane season.
In spite of the fact that St John’s, one of the Virgin Is-
lands, belonged to Denmark, Nelson was ordered to
survey it. A copy of his survey, dated November
1784, is held in the UK Hydrographic Office." It is.
however, unsigned. The harbour, now known as Hur-
ricane Hole, is situated at the head of Coral Bay at the
east end of St John’s Island. The area covered by Nel-
son’s survey is reasonably well sounded and depicts
‘A Rock where HM Ship Boreas Struck’. Admiral
Hughes duly forwarded Nelson’s survey to the Admi-
ralty, stating that in all rcspects "it seems to have an-
swered the Description given of it and pointing out
that the island is “at present in possession of the
Danes, and acknowledged to be under their gov-
ernment and Protection.™

There is a second copy of Nelson’s survey in The
National Archives, titled ‘A Survey of the Harbour of
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to the loss of the 64-gun ship Athenian on Skerki

Bank on 27 October of that year, with considerable

loss of life:
The late Lord Nelson mentioned at the
Hydrographical Office, that besides those
parts engraved here, another part of the
Esqueques had been found, to which his
name had been given, but that they were all
part of the Esqueques, which name ought to
be continued, as new names only tended to
produce confusion. He promised to send an
Account of its position, but his sudden
departure prevented.”’

Nelson was clearly referring to a sketch survey by
Captain Edward Codrington in HMS Orion*® in
which he named a danger on the SE side of Skerki
Bank as Nelson’s Reef, but this name was never
adopted. According to Dalrymple, Nelson felt that it
would be very desirable to have the whole Bank accu-
rately determined by close Traverse between Cape
Bon & [Cape Maritimo].”” In view of Nelson’s com-
ments and possibly because of doubts on its accuracy
raised by the loss of the Athenian this chart was with-
drawn prior to 1808, but it was not until 1833 that
Skerki Bank was accurately surveyed by Commander
Edward Belcher in the £na.

On 12 August 1807 William Faden published ‘A
Chart of the Atlantic or Western Ocean . . . wherein is
delineated the Track of His Majesty’s fleet, com-
manded by the late Viscount Nelson . . . in pursuit of
the Combined Fleets of France and Spain 1805. A
Course in which in its consequence led to the Glorious
Victory of Trafalgar . . . It is copied from His Lord-
ship’s original Manuscript, under His Lordship’s spe-
cial directions . . . The chart carries the legend
‘Approved by the Chart Committee of the Admiralty’
for use by ships of the Royal Navy. When Faden went
out of business c. 1820 some of his copper plates were
acquired by the Admiralty and reissued as Admiralty
charts, including this chart, which was allocated the
chart number 356 in the Admiralty Chart Catalogue
of 1839, which was engraved on the bottom right of
the chart.

In March 1819 when Captain David Ewen
Bartholomew, in the course of his west African sur-
vey, called at Santa Cruz in Tenerife, Midshipman
Alexander Bridport Becher noticed that two Union
Jacks, captured during Nelson’s abortive attempt to

storm the town, were displayed over the entrance to
one of the town’s convents, well out of anyone’s
reach. He also noted that the natives took great
pride in pointing out to visitors the gun which had
shot off Nelson’s arm.**

NOTES

1. UK Hydrographic Office [henceforth UKHO], w10 on Ag2.

2. The National Archives [henceforth TNA], Adm 1/312, {f. 434-6.

3. TNA, MPI 95.

4. TNA, Adm 51/125, part VIII.

5. TNA, Adm 1/3522, Dalrymple to Nepean, letter dated 22 March 1800.

6. The original French survey is held by the National Maritime Museum.

7. Andrew Lambert, Nelson: Britannia’s God of War, London, 2004, p.
128.

8 The Rev. Cooper Williams. A Foyage up the Mediterranean in His
Majesty s Ship Swiftsure, London, 1802, p. 44. The French vessel
was a merchantman of 144 tons captured and burnt by the
Swiftsure, during the British fleet’s first passage to Egypt. Wil-
liams, F'ovage. pp. 20-21.

9. UKHO, z108.

10. An untitled but detailed survey of Storebelt, with three views; signed
Thomas Atkinson, Master of H.M. Ship St George: UKHO, C229 on
Hm

11. TNA, Adm 1/2522. A memo dated 7 December 1807 contains a list of
charts supplied to Admiral Lord Gambier for operations in the Baltic
in 1807 and not returned, including 56 copies of Directions for the
Great Belt and 59 charts of the Great Belt by Atkinson..

12. TNA, Adm 1/4, Pole to Admiralty, 9 August 1801 and endorsement 10
Sept. 1801.

13. Lambert, p.213.

14. Published 29 July 1801. Dalrymple subsequently published three other
charts of the Dutch coast, one of which was a chart of the approaches
to the River Scheldt, carried out by Captain William Bligh in October
1803.

15. Lambert. p. 228.

16. TNA, Adm 52/3208.

17. Quoted in Carola Oman, Nelson, London, 1947, p. 473, giving as her
authority H.N. Nicholas, Despatches and Letters of Vice-Admiral
Viscount Lord Nelson, 7 vols, London, 1844-6.1V, p. 250 and James
Clarke and John M Arthur. The Life and Services of Horatio.
Viscount Nelson. from his Lordship’s manuscripts, 3 vols, 2nd edi-
tion, II. p. 443.

18. Corporation of London, Guildhall Library, MS 30152_Vol. 1. p. 67.

19. Alan Cooke, Edmond Halley, Oxford Dictionary of National Biogra-
phy, Oxford, 2004. See also A.H. Cook, ‘Halley in Istria, 1703: Navi-
gator and Military Engineer’, The Journal of Navigation, Vol. 37,
January 1984, No. 1. pp. 1-23.

20. Now held in the UKHO. n56 on Ry.

21. Oman, p.537.

22. The chart of Skerki Bank was accompanied by a single sheet memoir,
the only known copy being in TNA, Adm 1/3522.

23. Two proof copies of this chart in different stages are held in the
UKHO, n34a and n34b.

24. British Library. Add MS 34930, f. 319.

25. TNA, Adm 1/3522. Dalrymple to Marsden, 23 December 1806. Dal-
rymple was not in the Hydrographic Office when Nelson called. Writ-
ing to Nelson to apologize, Dalrymple stated that he had left for
Nelson a plan of the Magdalena Islands, British Library; Add MS
34930. f. 319, Dalrymple to Nelson, 31 August 1805.

26.UKHO, n84 in folio 4.

27. TNA, Adm 1/3522, Dalrymple to Marsden, 23 December 1806.

28. UKHO. OD 513, p.36.




































Conquest by Stars
Michelin makes cartographic history

The influence of the military on geography and car-
tography can be traced back to ancient times. But this
certainly does not mean that the general staff consid-
ered it beneath their dignity to use maps that had been
published by civilians. The following is a case in
point.

It is well known how angry Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt once was when his advisors were unable to find
a certain island in the Pacific on US military maps. So
on 18 December 1941 he called for National Geo-
graphic maps as a basis for taking a decision.

To set the record straight, however, it has to be
said that civilian maps are not infrequently based on
military surveys. In 1900 the Guide Michelin, still
popular today, was first published by Compagnie
Général des Etablissements Michelin, a tyre factory
founded in 1830 in Clermont-Ferrand, France.

As a demonstration of how profitable detours
can be — after all, tyres need distant destinations —
and for exploring the beauties of France by car and
bicycle, the traveller needed maps and up-to-date
hotel directories — and also, in the early days, in-
formation about repairing tubes, where to find fill-
ing stations, mechanics and — believe it or not — a
‘list of good surgeons’. The little red book con-
tained the laconic prediction: ‘This work is pub-
lished with the new century; it will live as long as
the latter.” Michelin has more than kept its word, as
the work is still making headlines in the
twenty-first century with its awards of the famous
Michelin star to the best gourmet temples. The prin-
ciple, incidentally, was invented by a German, Karl
Baedecker (1827-72). In the mid-19th century he
began the practice in his travel guides of drawing
attention to special sights, and later also to recom-
mended inns, by marking them with a star.

On the initiative of André Michelin (1853-1931)
the first edition of ‘France en 47 feuilles au 200,000’
appeared in 1911, and the Michelin Map of the British
Isles (34 sheets) in 1914. Although the topographic
basis was drawn from existing maps, it was first nec-
essary to update them. The ‘Michelin’ continued to
increase in size until 1939, and then not until well af-
ter the end of the Second World War.

Until 1914 the guide was supplied free of charge
to motorists, as a kind of ‘driving force’: the more it
awakened people’s desire to travel, the more tyres
they bought, and the greater the growth in individual
travel, the more people needed assistance in finding
their way. It is one of the curious chances of world his-
tory in the twentieth century that at the very moment
when its culture was at greatest risk from those led
astray by the brown ‘Fihrer’ (leader), the Guide
Michelin was able to put people back on the right
track and lead the way to conquering this barbarity. In
1944 the American secret service had a reprint made
of the last pre-war edition of the Michelin guide
(1939) so that they could issue it to their officers in-
volved in the D-Day invasion — because of the town
plans it contained, cartographic material that was not
available anywhere else in such complete and com-
pact form. Contemporary witnesses reported that the
advancing units were amazingly well informed about
the many small towns they captured or passed through
at speed. It seems likely that only a small edition of the
reprint was published, because today the book is a
considerable rarity which fetches at least 1000 euro at
auctions. A complete collection of all Michelin
Guides to France since 1900 costs around 20,000
euro, and some restaurants proudly exhibit them in
their rooms as a demonstration of the standards and
traditions to which they are committed.

Any answer to the question of why the American
intelligence service and the general staff decided to
give the Allied officers this particular book for their
task of recapturing occupied France has to take ac-
count of not only the cartographic, but also the sym-
bolic aspect — after all, it represented better than
anything else the values they were to risk their lives
for. On this compact scale, there is no more compre-
hensive compendium of French culture than the
Guide Michelin, which lists everything worth seeing
and hearing in order of importance, from Caen Cathe-
dral to the Pont du Gard, from the Louvre through the
Opéra and the Bibliothéque Nationale to the provin-
cial museum — and above all, those masters of the su-
preme discipline: the “chefs de cuisine’.

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE
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2005
November 3

November 17

2006
January 19

THE WARBURG INSTITUTE
University of London
Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB

MAPS AND SOCIETY

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano Smith (Institute of
Historical Research) and Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library).
Meetings are held on selected Thursdays at The Warburg Institute at 5.00 pm. Admission
is free. Meetings are followed by refreshments. All are welcome. Enquiries: +44 (0) 20
8346 5112 (Dr Delano Smith).

FIFTEENTH SERIES: 20052006

Dr Jacinta Prunty (Department of Modern History, National University of
Ireland, Maynooth / Research Fellow, Irish Research Council for the Humanities
and Social Sciences) The Military Imperative for Town Mapping: Galway City,
Ireland, 1580s to 1740s.

Dr Sonja Brentjes (Associate Professor, Aga Khan Institute, London) A
Contextu [nterpretation of the World Map by Iskandar-Sultan (d.1414) in the
Topkapi Saray, Istanbul.

Dr Alessandro Scafi (Facolta di Conservazione dei Beni Culturali, University
of Bologna, Italy); Professor Dan Terkla ( Department of English, Iilinois
Wesley College, U.S.A.); Dominic Harbour (Head of Communications,
Hereford Cathedral, Hereford, U.K.) Medieval and Modern: the Hereford
Mappa Mundi (¢.1290) on Di lay.

February 16

MEETING SPONSORED Y THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY
Emeritus Professor Bruce Lenman (Department of History, University of St
Andrews) Cartographic Intelligence and the French Navy in the Caribbean,
c.1679-1711.

- March 9

April 6

May 4

May 25

Ashley Baynton Williams (Editor, Map Forum) Coaxing the Buyer: Financing
and Marketing Broadsheet Maps in 17th and 18th Century Britain.

Veronica Della Dora (Post-doctoral Fellow, Getty Research Institute, Los
Angeles, U.S.A.) Mapping Mount Athos: Renaissance and Enlightenment
Visions.

The Map in Book History
Anne Bush (University of Hawaii at Manoa / University of Oxford) Inscribing
the City: Visual Itineraries in Nineteenth-Century Guidebooks to Rome.

Dr Camille Serchuk (Department of Art History, Southern Connecticut State
University, U.S.A) Picturing France in the Fifteenth Century: a New (Old) Map.

This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of The Intemational Map Collectors” Society. Jonathan
Potter of Jonathan Potter Ltd, and Laurence Worms of Ash Rare Books. Each fecture is accompanied by a display at the Royal

Geographical Society, Kenstngton, arranged by Francis Herbert, Hon. RR.G.S.
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choose to communicate in such a simplified manner?
The higher the standing of the author, the simpler may
be the map and the more assured the line. For exam-
ple, when you scribble a map to guide a visitor to your
house, it is you who is the more knowledgeable, the
one who knows what to put on the diagram, what to
omit, what to show as a straight line, what must be
curved...

These remarks led to a consideration of the cir-
cumstances when simplification is appropriate and to
what different types of map image can reveal about
the intended recipient or map user. First we were pre-
sented with the by now well-known map of the Lon-
don Underground. As a diagrammatic map it scores
highly on every count: content is minimal, the number
of lines is minimal, the lines are predominantly
straight (and here limited to three directions, vertical,
horizontal, and diagonal), and content is restricted to
what is strictly necessary for the purpose of the map
(which station to use for which tube line). To make the
map equally legible all over, the central area, where
the network is most dense, is enlarged, while outlying
areas, where there are fewer stations, occupy less
space.

The result is a map for the job that functions per-
fectly. The second example we saw appeared to be a
few lines scratched on the back of a scrap of paper.
Long neglected in the Greenwich Maritime Museum,
this scribble has now, as a result of diligent research,
been recognised as a summary note of Nelson’s for
the battle of Trafalgar, a discovery now possible only
through a detailed knowledge from other documents
of how the battle was actually fought. Nelson must
have been explaining to his senior officers what he
had in mind for the battle, jotting down on paper excit-
edly (his pen pierced the paper in two places where the
British lines were to break the enemy lines) his ideas,
or instructions to those privy to them. It is hardly sur-
prising that the scribble meant nothing to anybody
else; the sketch map was not made for the eyes of any
one not present at that highly secret briefing. Effec-
tive diagrammatic maps, we are reminded, are highly
specific (as to whom they are addressed to), selective
(in what is shown), and simple (in the styling and con-
tent of the image). They may look, or even, be,
roughly drawn, but their macro-lines represent a set of
carefully thought-out generalisations.

At the other end of the visual spectrum is the gen-

eral map, the exact opposite of the diagrammatic map.
A general map (the sort of topographical map with
which we are all more than familiar) is not made for an
exclusive user. On the contrary, it tends to show al-
most every landscape feature that can possibly be
squeezed onto the sheet in the commercially-driven
hope that somebody, somewhere will find something
of interest in the map. The overall visual effect is, not
surprisingly, far from visually simple. As an example,
Catherine showed a detail from Phillip Apian’s
24-sheet map of Bavaria of 1568, an extraordinary
map packed with topographical (and historical) detail.
Through the expansion of printing, literacy, and edu-
cation to a high level for all, these are maps for Every-
man, the kind of map the vast majority of people today
tend to think of when they hear the word ‘map’. Rep-
resented on Apian’s map are about 40 different cate-
gories of information, an unusually large range for the
period. This developed over the years to the 1148 ob-
jects counted by George Wheeler on English topo-
graphical maps in 1885. Inrecent years the content of
Ordnance Survey maps seems to have been reduced,
perhaps due to financial constraints. Even so, think
how many micro-lines are involved in delineating the
map signs for all these features.

These two types of maps, diagrammatic and gen-
eral (out of many others that might have been se-
lected) remind us of an unsurprising (but often
overlooked) aspect, that each map is made for some-
one. Traditionally the history of cartography has con-
cerned itself more with the map producer. The
dramatic increase in the number and variety of maps
from the last decades of the 15th century onwards can
in large measure be ascribed to social and cultural
changes (expansion of education, phenomenal in-
crease in printed material of every sort, and growth of
the lay reading and map user groups).

Since the Middle Ages the relationship between
learning, education and professional training has
shifted, with concomittant changes in map readership.
Matchmaking, Catherine remarked, is about compati-
bility. A map made for a medieval scholarly theolo-
gian would have little appeal for the new kind of Bible
reader that was being encouraged by the Protestant
Reformation to ‘read for themselves’, and for whom a
different visual style was adopted for the same map.
Likewise, the learned audience who we were shown
listening to a geology lecture in the University of Ox-
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ford in 1823 would not necessarily be interested in the
same map as a anyone in the motley crowd who were
clustered outside a print shop in 1790.

Maps, we should remember, are always made for
somebody (even if that somebody is one’s self) and
the lines on the map — both micro- and macro- — are
in every case drawn to enhance communication ap-
propriately. To understand each map successfully, we
should also understand the intended user.

After the talk, which had taken longer than ex-
pected because of the projector problems, we went
straight down to the ground floor for Dinner, in what
is called the ‘Luncheon’ room. As coffee was being
served, Tony Campbell (on behalf of the Selection
Committee) got up to read the citation for the winner
of the IMCoS-Helen Wallis Award for 2005.

‘IMCoS rightly expects everyone, and especially
an award winner, to be single-minded about maps. I
must therefore start with an apologia (and in what fol-
lows “he” of course could mean “she”). I fear that to-
day’s winner was distracted enough to produce
something called the “Elementymology and Elements
Multidict”, providing “etymological research on the
names of the chemical elements, to find where the dis-
coverer of a new element announced his find and ex-
plained the naming”. He has also tracked down
monuments to Columbus and Leif Eriksson, and done
much work on the history of his family and
birth-place. But, as I shall show, he is a map collector
(even if of unexpected things).

‘Why many of you will know of our winner [and I
will not be able to disguise his identity for long] is because
of his major contributions to the study of early maps, in
print and via the web. He seems to have limitless energy,
and certainly total devotion to the subject of early maps —-
as his books and numerous articles demonstrate.

‘He is a notable champion of the web. Several
websites are needed to cover his own activities and he acts
as webmaster for various map organisations. These include
managing the European entries for William Barrow’s on-
line register of map societies around the world
<http://web.ulib.csuohio.edw/SpecColl/maps/MapSoc/>
Before you travel abroad, check out John Docktor’s
online calendar
<http://home.eaithlink.net/~docktor/index.htm>
in case there is a meeting you could attend. You would
be most welcome.

‘Our winner is responsible for MapHist, the
Internet discussion list for all matters relating to early
maps. [f you would like to learn more about the wider
map world, sign up [it’s free!]. One of his innovations
is to include illustrations on the accompanying
website. Some of those are of maps sent in for identifi-
cation.

‘His first love, and the subject of much of his schol-
arly publication, relates to early globes — specially
Dutch ones. He did his doctorate in Utrecht with Prof.
Giinter Schilder, a member of the IMCOS Council and a
previous winner of this award. When Giinter retired re-
cently, our winner succeeded him as head of the extraor-
dinary Explokart programme at Utrecht University —
set up by Giinter some years ago. This trains up enthusi-
astic volunteers to produce high-quality bibliographical
work. It also nurtures major scholarship from its staff.

‘He has stated that his main research interest is in
Dutch commercial cartography. There is nothing go-
ing on at present much larger than the expanded revi-
sion of the standard work on Dutch maps, Koeman’s
Atlantes Neerlandici. This is a truly ‘monumental’
work. Well, by this stage, I am sure you will all know
who [ am talking about. His name is Peter van der
Krogt.

‘If you are a collector — and most of you must be
or the Trade Descriptions Act should be invoked —
you presumably own Dutch maps. If you want to
know what you’ve got you HAVE to consult
Koeman/van der Krogt. It is as simple as that. He has
already published three out of the ten volumes, cover-
ing, respectively, Mercator-Hondius-Janssonius,
Blaeu and Ortelius. Thumbnail images are given for
every map. A work of that kind is straightforward.
You just write to 1,500 libraries, get details relating to
10,000 copies of Dutch atlases in 750 libraries, and
then work your way carefully through each of them.

‘Peter has won awards before, notably the Sir
George Fordham Award for Cartobibliography at the
Royal Geographical Society. He is also in contention
for the highly prestigious $10,000 Bibliographical
Prize, offered every four years by the International
League of Antiquarian Booksellers. Incidentally,
Rodney Shirley’s Maps in the Atlases of the British
Library c. 850-1800 is also on the shortlist

‘Peter is a very sociable person. Like last year’s
winner, David Webb, he always has a camera in hand
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ing back to the times of the Knights Templar. Temple
( urch ¢ asan interesting history, though too much
restored in the 19th century. That was our final stop on a
most enlightening tour. For those who did not know
London well, it was a brilliant introduction to a small
part of its history; even for Londoners there were so
many interesting facts about its past and present, all so
delightfully put across, that it surely inspired us to learn
more.

* ok ok ok K

Letter to the Editor

Congratulations on Kit Batten’s excellent and useful
article ‘Donn fferys-Wyld acon’ in the Summer
IMCoS Journal. It was useful to the writer for two rea-
sons — first, because it enabled him to identify his
hitherto puzzling Bacon ‘Everez - county map and
guide’ as the Faden map; and second (and much more
important), it drew attention to an inexcusable howler
in his own article in the same issue, on page 17. Al-
though they were still far better than the antique

ex-Cary fifth-inch maps that Bacon used before and
after, the maps that John George Bartholomew sold to
Bacon from 1904 were not, of course, layered. The
half-inch maps were the same as their layered breth-
ren, but without the layer colouring; while the quar-
ter-inch maps were standard Barts offerings, which
did not have layering.

A few minor notes and queries, from page 48. Is
there special significance for 1932 as the date when
Bacon stopped ‘flourishing’? They were publishing
mainly rotten maps well before 1932, and continued
to publish rotten maps until the end of the decade at
least. Did they stop making money at that date? Or
was there some other landmark? 1 think that the date
1859 for Bacon’s acquisition of the Weekly Dispatch
plates must be a misprint for 1869. And finally, as far
as 1 know Bacon did not acquire any ex-Cary,
ex-Cruchley plates from Gall & Inglis. Bacon ac-
quired some Cary plates in 1877, at the same sale as
Gall & Inglis bought others, and they subsequently
utilised them in parallel.

TIM NICHOLSON
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www.pettinarolimapsandprints.com
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IMCoS AGM 2005

The 2005 Annual General Meeting was held at the Farm-
ers’ Club on Friday 10 June. Fourteen members at-
tended. President Roger Baskes welcomed those
present, and said how happy he was to be there for the
25th anniversary of the Society. Stephen Williams re-
ported apologies from several members who regretted
their inability to attend. Jenny Harvey then presented her
report as Chairman for 2004.

‘The Society’s events in 2004 followed a similar
pattern to previous years and several innovations occu-
pied the minds of your committee, the results of which I
hope have met with your approval.

‘To start the IMCoS year the Shapero Gallery hosted
our Collector’s meeting once again.

Then in the spring, rather that visiting an institu-
tional map collection we were the guests of Rodney and
Barbara Shirley in Buckingham. We spent the morning
viewing Rodney’s magnificent collection and then after
lunch on a glorious day we adjourned to Stowe, where
Rodney donned his cap as an official guide to the gar-
dens which are under the management of the National
Trust.

‘The June weekend was the first where IMCoS no
longer had the responsibility of running the Map fair. |
had the opportunity to work with the London Map Fair in
the preceding six months to ensure a smooth transition
of organisation and we duly took our stand amongst the
normal gathering of dealers from around the world. On
Saturday afternoon we he lectures by Peter Whitfield
and Kit Batten before the AGM, held for the first time at
the June weekend to encourage greater participation and
openness.

‘In October our International Symposium took place
in Modena, Verona and Florence. This was the first
Symposium planned from London with no local organ-
iser, although we did appoint a local travel agent. This
heightened your committee’s awareness of the time, ef-
fort and dedication of those who have hosted these
events in the past and will do so in future.

‘I spoke in my last AGM report of two changes
which were in train — the new Journal format and the
new look web site. Both bedded down in 2004 and I hope
that you are all now comfortable with the new formats.
On-line joining went live in August followed by on-line
membership renewal. This payment method is stillunder
scrutiny since it has not yet produced an increase in
members, and there are some problems with the system
which are to be ironed out. Too many people (and one is
too many) cannot complete the transaction which they
start. A WorldPay integration specialist is now helping

us identify and correct the problems. Like many IT intro-
ductions this may not have been successful in the first in-
stance, but on-line transactions are with us to stay and
we will sort the problems and move forward.

‘My companion in moving into the high tech world
has been my Membership Secretary, Patrick Whitten
who took over a function which was in need of greater
stability and order. This he provided and he created a re-
sponsive interaction with members through an efficient
service to them and the production of a monthly elec-
tronic newsletter. There are many reasons why Patrick
has chosen not to continue as Membership Secretary, not
least his commitments to the equine world, and I would
like to thank him and Jill for their efforts over the last
three years. Their approach was always one of profes-
sional competence and putting their ‘customers’ first.

‘Richard Domb is also standing down as a member
of the committee and I should like to thank him for his
contribution and words of wisdom over the last few
years.

‘As outgoing Chairman, I would like to share my
thoughts on IMCoS over my period of office. I took over
at a time when there still existed a culture of volunteers
in societies and IMCoS was run by enthusiastic ama-
teurs. Over the last seven years as people lead ever
busier and more prosperous lives, organisations have
had to become more professional as people expect more
and are prepared to pay for it. IMCoS has adopted help
not only through the introduction of some paid assis-
tance but also through using the professional expertise
of its committee and members to advantage.

‘My time as Chairman has spanned a period where
technological innovations have highlighted the gap be-
tween generations. There have been many debates in
committee about communicating with and appealing to
those who live in a more paperless world whilst not
alienating those who chose to resist the pull of the
internet and email. It is a balancing act and some think
that I have been running too fast with the tide of the 21st
century. However, it is important to be continually doing
new things — this does not mean abandoning what is
still meaningful and important tradition, but it may mean
letting go of what is no longer relevant. Also, it is impor-
tant to listen to what members want and what is going on
in the marketplace. Becoming disconnected with one’s
members — whether too far behind or too far ahead — is
something which does not bode well, as one or two Euro-
pean politicians are finding out at the moment!

‘I believe that it is important to limit one’s time in
office. New blood is always essential and it is time for






Summarised Balance Sheet

As at 31st December 2004
£

Fixed Assets
IMCoS Library 1,500.00
Current Assets
Cash at Bank 66,290.79
Prepayments -
Accounts receivable 1,260.00
Contracted _8,000.00
TOTAL ASSETS 77.050.79
Represented by:
Membership Funds 22,085.43
Contract with London Fair 8,000.00
Prepayments received

(Future events) 7,300.00
Accruals 1,912.50

Accounts payable -
Surplus income over expenditure

brought forward 32.167.16
for this year 5,585.70
77,050.79

Honorary Treasurer: E. H. T. Whitten

Examined by: Walter Valk & Peter Batchelor

Full accounts are available for inspection
with the Treasurer

IMCoS Accounts—2004

2003
£

1,500.00
58,293.03

1,035.84
1,200.00

6202887

23,515.85

4,760.00
1,586.86
31,749.39

_A7.77
62,028.87

Income & Expenditure Account

2004
INCOME £
Subscriptions 18,689.68
Regional Events (net) 289.55
London Int. Map Fair (net) 2,550.00
Donations, etc 17.65
Interest (net) _1,089.66
Total Income 22.636.54
EXPENDITURE
International Events 190.49
London June Symp. (net) 201.35
Advertising, Publicity 761.00
Map & Society Lectures 300.00
IMCoS Journal (net) 6,021.95
Bank & Credit Card Charges 889.19
General insurance -
General Administration 6919.34
Gifts & Awards 410.13
Membership Administration 616.37
Exchange Rate 741.02
Total Expenditure 17,050.84

Surplus Income over Expenditure
5,585.70

PAUL SCOTT CLARK

181-183 Canongate
Rayal Mile, Edinburgh EH8 8BN

o THE CARSON CLARK GALLERY

»
‘\q@ Scotland's Map Heritage Centre

o

Scotland’s only Specialist for i . 0/3/264
Original Antique Maps and Sea Charts X %, & ‘{r’*‘;*
of all parts of the world o %, . o‘w)"
16th~19th century 2 o
Y
o,

Mon—Sat

1030 am-5.30 pm

A. CARSON CLARK,FRGS.FRCin S

Thousands of Stock items : original maps of the World & Continents

Countries - Provinces - Counties - City Plans - Post Roads and Marine Charts
Comprehensive selection from the 16th-19th century, plus over 150 different
hand coloured replicas of classic maps by many of the famous early map makers
including, Ortelius, Mercator, Speed, Blacu, De Wit, Coronelli, & Kitchin:
Guild of Master Craftsmen approved conservation framing, from fully fitted
workshop studio on site: A secure fully insured international crating and
shipping service for all items including those framed, now available at
competative rate :

Please quote: ' Dept IM™"" 2000 ' for discounts on selected items

Telffax: 0131-556-4710. Email:- scotmap@aol.com

2003

£
15,778.87
480.08
5,963.98
170.00
74510

23.138.03

365.73
1,191.40
300.00
7,924.56
860.79
126.00
8,960.32
568.63
1,535.51
_ 88732
22,720.26

417.77
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International News & Events

2005  24th International Symposium
USA: Denver, Colorado

17 Sept: 5th Annual Rocky Mountain Map Fair
18 Sept: Map Fair or one-day optional tour

18 Sept: Symposium opening in evening

19-21 Sept: Symposium

22-25 Sept: Optional tours

Conference Organiser. Wesley Brown
Contact: wesleyabrown(@hotmail.com

Denver September 2005

There is still time to book a place at the 24th
International Symposium in Denver in September. It
promises to be a great event, with matters cartographic
of great interest, even to those who only look at pre-17th
century maps! The need for maps has been with man-
kind since we started moving across the landscape, and
wanted to tell others where we had been, or how they
should go there, or who owns that particular area. So by
looking at the relatively late maps of the American West
we can better understand, for example, how Australia
came to be mapped, how Mercator came to draw his
map of Europe in 1554, even how mapping in 19th cen-
tury England differed from what was going on in Amer-
ica at the time. Study of maps far removed from one's
own area of specialised interest or knowledge always
brings greater understanding about maps as a whole.

Members who have booked for the four-day
‘Heart of the Rockies’ tour following the Symposium
have a treat in store. Dick DePagter has the finest col-
lection of maps of southwestern Colorado, and he has
agreed to prepare a special exhibition of his treasures,
of the very area that members will be visiting. This
will take place during the tour, and full details will be
given to participants.

The two one-day tours planned to take place after
the end of the symposium have been cancelled. These
were to visit Bents Fort and Colorado Springs. The
one-day trip to the Rocky Mountain National Park on
Sunday 18th September will go ahead as announced.

You can find more about the Rocky Mountain
Map Society, organisers of the IMCoS 24th Interna-
tional Symposium, on:
http://www.RMaps.org

2006/7 25th International Symposium
5-7 February 2007, Guatemala
with probable optional tours 8—11 Feb

2007  26th International Symposium

Russia: Moscow, with optional tour to

St Petersburg. Likely date: late September
2008  27th International Symposium

New Zealand
28th International Symposium
Norway: Oslo and Tromso

2009

IMCoS Visit to Dublin in 2006
Please make a note in your 2006 diary of the dates
March 24 to March 26. | am currently planning a
two-day visit to Dublin when IMCoS members will
have exclusive visits to an exhibition of maps being
held in the Old Library of Trinity College Library
(there will also be an opportunity to see other trea-
sures including the Book of Kells) with (hopefully) a
reception in the evening. I am also hoping we can visit
the National Library of Ireland to see their manuscript
maps. As you can see, this weekend is still at the plan-
ning stage but look out for full details and a registra-
tion form in the Winter copy of the IMCoS Journal.
VALERIE NEWBY

25th and 26th International Symposia

There has been some discussion about the advis-
ability of not holding an international symposium in
2006, and two in 2007. This came about because the
organisers of the 2006 symposium in Guatemala re-
ported that the climate in that country is much more
suited to a meeting in February, than in Septem-
ber/October. So that members should not lose the op-
portunity to meet each year, it was decided to give the
date 2006/7 to the 25th meeting, and retain 2007 for
the meeting in Russia. Plans for both these meeetings
are now well advanced, and it is hoped that our regular
participants will be able to attend both meetings, and
that each one separately will attract a number of mem-
bers interested in the particular area. Guatemala
especially will be exciting for those who have not
been to Central America, and it is timed to follow
immediately after the Miami Map Fair. One of the
best ways to fly to Guatemala City is via Miami.
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A Favourite Map

I am primarily an enthusiast, as anyone who knows me
will probably confirm, rather than a serious and knowl-
edgeable collector. It is not surprising, therefore, that I
have one or two favoured maps, and perhaps one in par-
ticular. This is a map of part of the coast of Guinea in
West Africa, drawn in 1699.

Having lived in Nigeria and Ghana for several de-
cades I am naturally interested in that part of the world
and when I started collecting, in a modest kind of way, it
was not long before I started to specialise in some maps
of West Africa.

On a visit to New York a few years ago we drifted
into the various map dealers who advertised in the
Joumal. In fact, we do this every time we visit the Big
Apple! It was with great excitement that I came across
the map mentioned above. A friendly deal was soon
struck and I became its proud possessor. This map is so
fascinating to me because it features a town, Bonny,
where I long wanted to visit, but never did. One Sunday,
many years ago, | travelled by ‘motor-canoe’ to Opobo,
another historic coastal “Rivers’ town, and that trip has
remained most memorable, but Bonny eluded me.
Bonny itself is on an island, and at present is from where
Shell ¢ tucts its exploration activities in Nigeria.

My map is entitled (in a cartouche at the top), ‘A
NEW CORRECT MAPP OF CAL BAR RIVER’, vul-
garly call’d CALABAR. And by the Portuguese RIO
REAL. And also of ye Coast of GUINEA about it, from
CAPE FORMOSA to DONY RIVER. Drawn very ex-
actly on the spot bv several Pilots Jointly.” At the bottom
are the words, ‘P# T OF THE ETHEIC [C GULPH By
the En; sh commonly call’d 2 Bite of Guinea’.

Additionally, at the top left hand comer is noted,
‘Vol. V. Plate 27.’, and in the bottom right hand comer,
‘I. Kip Scul’.

Well, now then, I wanted to find out more! I asked
around, but no one could tell me more than was already
evident on the map itself. When IMCoS visited Holkham
Hall in Norfolk, the home of the Earl of Leicester, I actu-
ally saw another copy in the collection there, but there
was little indication of its provenance, and anyway, it
was only black and white, while mine is coloured! Being
really fond of the map I thought I"d take it along to the
Collectors’ Evening at the Shapero Gallery in London
last year and inflict it on the other members. I was even
photographed holding it up and featured in the Joumal.
What [ had not realised was that one of the Directors of
the Gallery was quietly at his computer in the comer of
the room trying to track down where this map came
from. How delighted I was when he finally informed me
it was from a book by a Huguenot, Jean Barbot, entitled
“Travels’, originally published in 1732 and republished
in 1746, and also contained in Thomas Astley and John
Churchill’s (eds) Collection of Voyages and Travels.
London, 1732.

To me, this was truly amazing as [ had no idea the
evening would produce just the information [ had been
seeking for so long.

The excitement was not to end there. On leaving the
Gallery I noticed a framed original print by David
Hockney. It was priced at £3,800. *Oh, I've got five of
those,” | announced to my astonished husband. ' bought
them years ago for 50p. each’. Any offers?

ROSEMARY VRACAS

Matteo Ricci and his Chinese Jesuit cartography

In the 16th century, thanks to the Jesuits, China came into
close contact with European. science. Teaching European
science and technology to the Chinese was not the primary
goal. Indeed, even considering this goal was a controver-
sial issue. Nevertheles, the Jesuits made the Chinese fa-
miliar with western methods of map making, One of the
first of these Jesuits was Matteo Ricci (born in Macerata,
Italy, on 6 October 1552, died in Peking on 11 May 1610),
who landed in Macao in 1582. Ricci believed that the best
way of converting the Chinese to the Christian faith was to
do so indirectly and as inconspicuously as possible. He
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reasoned that once Chinese intellectuals were “convinced
of the benefits of European science and technology’, they
would be more inclined to become Christians. For the Je-
suits, cartography was part of what Jaques Gernet, in his
book China and the Christian Impacts: A Conflict of Cul-
ture (Cambridge, 1965), calls the ‘enterprise of seduction’.
The year 1584 marked the beginning of Jesuit cartography
in China, which lasted until Christian missionary activities
were banned at the end of the 18th century. From the first
days of the mission in the last quarter of the 16th century,
the scientifically educated Jesuit missionaries were inter-



ested in geographical exploration of the countries where
they worked. They studied Chinese cartography, made
their own maps of the region, and interpreted European
cartographic knowledge for the Chinese world. In one of
the mission rooms in Inzhao-qing hung an oval world map
of European origin, probably a print of the Ortelius map of
1564. It attracted the attention of a Chinese visitor. Ricci
explained it to him, and succeeded in arousing the visitor’s
interest. The head of the mission suggested that they
should print a version of the map in Chinese, using Chi-
nese script. Ricei did indeed make such a map. This was
probably the anonymous map of 1584, the only known
copy of which is preserved in the Biblioteca Ambrosiana
in Milan. As Ricci himself relates, a second woodcut edi-
tion was produced in Nanking in 1599. The Chinese were
extremely interested in this map, and senior government
officials asked Ricci to prepare yet another edition on a
larger scale. For the first edition Ricci had only been able
to use the maps by Gastaldi or Ortelius. In the meantime he
had at his disposal the larger maps by Plancius or
Rosaccio, so now he was able to create a completely new
version divided into six long strips.

The preserved version dating from 1602 is one of the
most important maps. Ricci translated all terms and
place names into Chinese and shifted China to the centre
of the map, thereby catering for Chinese pride in being
the Middle Kingdom. Ricci himself wrote that many
thousands of copies were made of his maps.

The Emperor himself had seen a copy at the home of
one of his courtiers. He immediately ordered that more
copies be made because ‘he wanted to use them as gifts
for friendly princes and high-ranking dignitaries’. A
copy painted on silk is still preserved in the palace in Pe-
king. The part of the map showing China was of course
drawn on the basis of Chinese maps, so that the Chinese
would not laugh at the fact that the Europeans only had a
vague knowledge of China. According to Ricci’s diary,
the Chinese could not get used to the idea that the Earth
was round and that a globe had no beginning and no end.

The fact that in the heart of Rome, on the Piazza
Venezia, there is an exhibition devoted to the life of this
member of the Jesuit order, may not make him much
better known. But from an ‘objective’ point of view
Ricci is of great topical interest for the tense relations be-
tween the Catholic church and Communist China, and
beyond that for the questions of how one can be both
Christian and Chinese at the same time, or in even more
general terms, how one can be both *Western’ and “Asi-
atic’, which is perhaps still more important for a univer-
sal, global orientation of Christianity.

The pictures and memorabilia in the exhibition
rooms conjure up a dramatic notion; global politics
would have taken a different course if the pow-
ers-that-be — the Catholic papacy and the colonial pow-
ers — had followed the lead of the Jesuit priests. In his
day, Matteo Ricci as mathematician and astronomer im-
pressed the Chinese emperor in Peking (from 1601 on-
wards) with superior ‘western’ technology: he was
simply better and more modest than the Mandarins and
could predict reality more accurately. But as a Christian
and ‘missionary’ he respected Chinese culture and Chi-
nese religion and morals as a value in their own right. He
sought to ‘accommodate’ the Chinese world view. This
emperor regarded such mutual ‘enculturation’ as so sen-
sible that he asked Pope Clement VIII (1592 to 1605) for
the hand of a niece. In his letter to Rome, the emperor
said: ‘By granting our wish, Father and Friend, you will
create an alliance and eternal friendship between your
kingdoms and our mighty country. Our laws will be
united as the climbing plant clings to the tree . . .” Unfor-
tunately the marriage did not come about. A pity, consid-
ering that today we would no longer need to worry about
cheap Chinese imports and dumping prices. And the
leadership of the church in Rome would not have to la-
ment the difficult situation of the church in Communist
China with only 10 to 20 million Catholics and about the
same nuumber of Christians of other confessions.

In the so-called ‘rites dispute’ — over the admissi-
bility of Chinese elements in Christianity (a similar situ-
ation applied to India) — the arguments went back and
forth for a century. It was not until 400 years later that
Pope John Paul II corrected his predecessors’ errors, de-
claring before an audience of exiled Chinese in Manila
in 1981: ‘The church seeks to respect the traditions and
cultural values of each and every people. The Christian
message is not the sole possession of any group or race:
itis meant for all and belongs to all. Thus there is no con-
tradiction in being at once truly Christian and truly Chi-
nese.” This was more than a mere rehabilitation of
Matteo Ricci. It elevated his ‘accommodation’, the in-
corporation of Christian elements in a non-European
culture and ‘ideology’, to the level of a guideline. The
strictly organised Communist party in China has long
since recognized, and the hierarchical papacy long since
understood, that one cannot regulate and differentiate
everything bureaucratically. With the exhibition in
Rome’s ‘Vittoriano’, the story of relations between two
billion-strong communities continues in the spirit of
Matteo Ricci .

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE
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Book Reviews

The Strabo Illustratus Atlas 1545-1571, described
by Peter Meurer; edited by Paul Haas, Stephan Haas,
Didier Le Bail and Friedrich Weissert; 330 mm x 240
mm; pp.206, 191 black-and-white illustrations.
Antiquariat Gebr.Haas OHG, Sonnenblick 8a,
D-47551, Bedburg-Hau, Germany, 2004. ISBN
3-00-013625-8. Price 145 euros.

There is still a great deal that we do not know
about Italian composite atlases, their contents and
their contributors. About 70 such composite atlases
have survived from the mid-late sixteenth century;
nearly all primarily with Italian maps. In about 1570
the Roman publisher Antonio Lafreri attached an en-
graved titlepage to his compilations and hence they
are often known as ‘Lafreri’ atlases although Lafreri
was by no means the only publisher to offer such col-
lections of maps and views for sale. In fact the major-
ity were assembled by Venetian publishers such as
Forlani, Bertelli or Camocio rather then in Rome.

This is the case with the Strabo lllustratus atlas described
by Peter Meurer which was purchased by the present owners
at the Trajan auction sale in Paris in November 1999. From
the most common imprint on the 191 items (on 164 sheets)
that the atlas contains, it was assembled and published by
Fernando (or Ferrando) Bertelli from Venice in the early
1570s. After Peter Meurer’s introduction the main body of the
Strabo Illustratus atlas — pages 15-206 — consists of a
description of each constituent map, view or other form of
print together with a reasonable sized illustration of each, and
references. Very rarely has an individual ‘Lafreri’ atlas been
commented on in such detail and students of early Italian car-
tography owe a debt of thanks to the author and editors for
their public-spiritedness in preserving this atlas intact and dis-
playing its contents so thoroughly.

The atlas owes its special interest to the variety of its
contents, including some new and statedly unrecorded
items. The contents may be classified as follows:

1. Maps by various Italian map-makers, usually found in
other atlases...... 110

2. Town plans or views, mostly by Italian map-makers...56

3. Maps assumed to be by Gastaldi, based on Ptolemy...4

4. Maps assumed to be by Gastaldi, based on Strabo...... 11

5. Miscellaneous prints*......... 10

*index sheets, battle formations, genealogies, quadrants etc.

The two (incomplete) series attributed to Gastaldi are
considered to consist of otherwise unrecorded proofs for a

new but unpublished Italian translation of Ptolemy’s
Geografia and of Strabo’s 17 books of geography. The four
maps intended for the Ptolemaic series are of both modern and
Ptolemaic examples of the British Isles and of the Iberian pen-
insula. Among the maps and town plans or views above there
are several items apparently unrecorded: two anonymous
maps of the Peloponnese, an unsigned map of the gulf of Ven-
ice, and maps or bird’s-eye views of Rhodes, Antwerp and
Venice. In addition several items are by less well-known
map-makers such as Oratio Bertelli (named in one instance as
Oration Bertelli), Andrzej Pograbka, Stanislaw Porebski, A
Pa [Ascanio Palombi?], Agostino Gallo, Felice Brunelo,
Giuseppe Cerro, Leon Pitor, and others.

For English readers it is a great advantage that the text
of the Strabo atlas is in that language, although sometimes
with American spellings. Acknowledgement is given to
Philip Burden for his revision of the English text; however,
a number of infelicities have slipped through the net. The
author of several maps appeared to be ‘N.N.” which initially
I took to be an abbreviation for Nicolo Nelli: not so, it
seems to be a German contraction for ‘Anonymous’. A
more serious shortback is the absence of an index as none
has been provided.

Also, the editors seem to be unaware of seven recent ar-
ticles in issues of the Journal of the International Map
Collectors’ Society (1992-2002) on ltalian atlas factices.
One such article “Updated News about 16th century Italian
Atlases’ in /IMCoS Journal no.80 (Spring 2000) was written
through the courtesy and with the full knowledge of the
Haas brothers. It carried, inter alia, a short description of
the Strabo lllustratus atlas and provided photographic illus-
trations of the two ‘Gastaldi’ British Isles maps: one Ptole-
maic and one ‘modern’. References to these two, at least,
cannot thus be said to be ‘unrecorded’.

It is also of interest (not commented on by Meurer) that
at a Sotheby’s London sale in December 2000 (‘ An Impor-
tant Collection of [128] Maps from the Lafreri School,
property of a Lady’) twelve maps very similar in format
and size to the Gastaldi maps in the Strabo Hllustratus atlas
were offered for sale. They were thought possibly to be in
preparation for a small format /solario. One of them was a
‘modern’ map of the British Isles as mentioned above.

At the end of the introduction there is mention of the
‘temporary owners’ of the work, these being the Haas
brothers purchasers (Paul and Stefan), Didier Le Bail and
Friedrich Weissert. There is also a cautionary remark that
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[its] ‘future fate and whereabouts are unknown’. Unlike
some other newly-found ‘Lafreri’ atlases we very much
hope that the fate of this unicum is not to be broken up and
dispersed in the same way.

Whatever the fate of the Strabo [llustratus atlas, this
volume is a splendid record of its contents, and a most valu-
able addition to any institutional or collector’s library of

reference works.
RODNEY SHIRLEY

Publications from the Charles Close Society

Peter Haigh, Publications Manager of The Charles
Close Society for the study of Ordnance Survey Maps, has
sent me five books, all published between 2002 and 2005.
His purpose is to make the existence and subject matter of
these books known to a map-friendly readership like ours,
and to inform us all how we may obtain them. All five are
published by the Charles Close Society of course, c/o The
Map Library, British Library, 96 Euston Road, London,
NWI1 2DB.

The first of these chronologically, The Birth of the
Modern Ordnance Survey Small-scale Map, dates from
2002, ISBN 1-870598-19-9, and was printed and bound
by Bookcraft, Bath, colour printed by Oxford Cartogra-
phers, Oasis Park, Eynsham, Oxford 0X8 ITP, written
by Tim Nicholson, price £10. The story is the emergence
of the revised new series colour printed one-inch maps
of England and Wales 1897-1914, loved, used, abused,
dog-eared by us all, from its 19th century predecessor, a
flat sheet of thick, stiff paper, commonly 18 by 12
inches, engraved on copper and printed in black. The
story is in three parts. The first is the long and fascinat-
ing account of how it all happened, the second is a de-
tailed chapter entitled “Aspects of the Map’, which
comprises context, methodology, updating, print runs
and a whole heap more, which might sound boring, but
which, in fact, makes the Ordnance Survey come alive.
This book contrives to combine the romance of the early
Ordnance Survey with the continuing clashes between
the military and civil priorities, the perennially ‘state of
the art’ technology within this ingenious and adventur-
ous branch of the British Army, and a balanced history
of the change from the 19th to the 20th century in accu-
rate cartography. Not the least interesting part of this
story is how features like woods, trees, hills, roads and
railways were depicted. The book has 94 pages of text,
11 pages of illustrations, black and white and coloured,
and is soft backed.

The next book is A guide to the Ordnance Survey
1:25,000 First Series, 2003, printed and bound by
Bookeraft (CPI Group), Midsomer Norton, colour printed
by Oxford Cartographers, Oasis Park, Eynsham, Oxford
0X8 ITP, [SBN 1-870598-20-2, written by Roger Hellyer,
with an introductory essay by Richard Oliver. The book is
priced at £25. With this book we have arrived at the 4 centi-
metres to 1 kilometre, early metric ordnance survey map
produced in the middle of the Second World War, in
1941-2. It reminds us of the “trigonometrically survey’ con-
ducted by Mudge, who advanced in rank from Captain to
Lt. Colonel in the course of publishing three volumes of re-
search covering the period between 1784 and 1811
Happily, Mudge made it to Major General by 1820.
Hellyer’s book is much more technical than Nicholson’s
work. It is massively researched, and it contains 8 coloured
plates of great quality. It is dated in the middle 1900s, after
the Second World War, and takes cartography well into the
1960s, without being entirely committed to computeri-
sation, though this was not far away. It extends to 334
pages. The coloured plates include Poole, Norwich and
Torpoint, which suits me.

The third book is 4 Guide to the Ordnance Survey
one-inch Third Edition Maps in Colour by Roger Hellyer
and Richard Oliver, published in 2004, printed and bound
by CPI Bath, ISBN 1-870598-21-0, priced at £12.50. Itis in
three parts; the development of the mapping , some matters
of details, and the field revision of instructions of 1901,
with an ample cartobibliography, and an abundance of ap-
pendices. This book is increasingly geared for the techno-
logically gifted among us, and is potentially the greatest
bargain of the five volumes on display. The book runs to
160 pages, is immensely readable, and takes us to the brink
of the computer age.

The fourth book is Military Maps, the one-inch Se-
ries of Great Britain and Ireland, by Roger Hellyer and
Richard Oliver, issued in 2004, priced at £30, ISBN
1-870598-22-9, printed and bound by CPI Bath Press.
With this book 1 was back in the air raid shelter Dad dug
in the garden in 1939. Pages 1 to 53 are taken up by a fine
historical essay by Richard Oliver titled ‘Divergence and
convergence: the development of the military form of the
Ordnance Survey one-inch map’. As he puts ithimself in
his first footnote on page 1, ‘There is unfortunately no
satisfactory modern narrative history of the OS one-inch
map’. This essay will do for most of us. The interplay of
military and civil imperatives is well brought out with
numerous examples of the cut and thrust between ener-
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RARE AND COMMON BOOKS, MAPS, PRINTS
Alaska and Other Polar Regions

Dee Longenbaugh, proprietor
235 Second Street * Junean, Aluska 99801 USA
Phore: 907/586-9676
Fax: 907/586-9606
E-Mail: deelong@alaska.com
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Le Bail-Weissert

Hlustrated Books
Views of Towns
Maps & Atlases

5 rue Lagrange, 75005 Paris, France

Fax: 00 351440 29 85 37 Phone: 00 131/43 29 72 3%
Open Monday o Friday 10.00-12.30 14.00-19.00
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SPECIALIST BOOK AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

We hold monthly auctions of
antiquarian books, maps & atlases

Please visit our website to view our latest
catalogue at www.dominicwinter.co.uk

For further information contact Benjamin Martin
on 01793 611340 or ben@dominicwinter.co.uk

The Old School, Maxwell Street, Swindon, SN1 SDR
Tel: +44 (0)1793 611340 Fax: +44 (0)1793 491727

Web site: www.dominicwinter.co.uk E-mail: info@dominicwinter.co.uk







International Representatives

America, Central: Jens P. Bornholt, 4a Avenida 13-11, Zona 10,
Guatemala C.A. (for mailing address, see Membership List)

America, South: Dr Lorenzo Giiller Frers, Peru 285, 1641 Acassuso, Argentina
Australia:Prof. Robert Clancy, P.O. Box 891, Newcastle, NSW 2300
Austria: Dr Stefaan J. Missinne, Unt. Weissgerberstr. 5-4, 1030 Vienna
Belgium: Phillippe Swolfs, Nieuwe Steenweg 31, Elversele, 9140
Canada: Edward H. Dahl, 1292 Montée Paiement, Gatineau, Quebec J8R 3K5

China: S.C. m, 16/F Wayson Commercial House, 70 Lockhard Rd, Wanchai,
Hong Kong

Croatia: Dubravka Mlinaric, Institute for Migration and Ethnic Studies, Trg
Stjepana Radica 3, 10 000 Zagreb

Cyprus: Michael Efrem, P.O. Box 22267, CY-1519 Nicosia

Finland: Jan Strang, Jatasalmentie 1, FIN-00830 Helsinki

France: Andrew Cookson, 4 Villa Gallieni, 93250 Villemomble
Germany:Dr Rolph Langlais, Am Oberen Werth 25, D-40489 Diisseldorf
Greece: Themis Strongilos, 19 Rigillis Sreeet, GR-106 74 Athens

Hungary: Dr Zsolt Torok, Department of Geography, E6tvos Univ. Ludovika 2,
Budapest

Iceland:Jokull Saevarsson, National & University Library of Iceland.
Arngrimsgata 3, 1S-107 Reykjavik, Reykjavik 101

Indonesia: Geoff Edwards PO Box 1390/JKS, Jakarta 12013

Israel: Eva Wajntraub, 4 Brenner Street, Jerusalem

Italy: Marcus Perini, Via A. Sciesa 11, 37122 Verona

Japan: Kazumasa Yamashita, 10-7-2-chome, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
Lithuania: Alma Brazieuniene, Universiteto 3, 2633 Vilnius

Mexico: Martine Chomel de Coelho, A.P. 40-230, Mexico 06140 DF
Netherlands: Hans Kok, Poelwaai 15, 2162 HA Lisse

New Zealand: Neil McKinnon, PO Box 847, Timaru

Norway: Pal Sagen. Josefinesgt 3B, PO Box 3893 Ulleval stadion, N-0805 Oslo
Philippines: Rudolf Lietz, POB 2348 MCPO, 1263 Makati, Metro Manila

Romania: Mariuca Radu, Muzeul de Istoria Brasov, Str. Nicolae Balcescu Nr. 67,
2200 Brasov

Russia: Andrey Kusakin, Appt. 124, Kolpatchny per. 6. 101000 Moscow

Singapore & Malaysia: Julie Yeo, 3 Pemimpin Drive #04-05.
Lip Hing Industrial Bldg, Singapore 1024

South Africa: Elizabeth Bisschop, P.O Box 26156, Hout Bay, 7872

Spain: Jaime Armero, Frame SL, General Pardifias 69, Madrid 6

Sweden:Leif Akesson, Vegagatan 11, $-392 33 Kalmar

Thailand: Dr Dawn Rooney, Nana PO Box 1238, Bangkok 10112

Turkey: Ali Turan, Dumluca Sok #9, Beysukent, 06530 Ankara

'S4, Central: Kenneth Nebenzahl, PO Box 370, Glencoe, 111 60022

USAH, East: Robert A. Highbarger, 7509 Hackamore Drive, Potomac, MD 20854
USA, West: Bill Warren, 1109 Linda Glen Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105
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